
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA ● WEDNESDAY AUGUST 24, 2022 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

 To attend remotely phone 405-592-3793  PIN 229 885 438 # 

I. Call to Order 

II. Consider approval of minutes of previous meeting: 

1. Minutes from July 27, 2022   

III. Water & Sewer Agenda Items: 

1. Water and Sewer Vouchers   

2. Water and Sewer Operations Report   

IV. Board of Public Works Agenda Items: 

1. Board of Public Works Vouchers   

2. Consider amending Ordinance Chapter 14, Article II, Section 14-34 
Destruction of noxious weeds   

3. Consider rapid flash lights at the crosswalk by 215 Grand Ave.  This is a 
request from Park Place residents.   

V. Monthly Reports: 

1. Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel   

2. Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey   

3. Street Superintendent Bonack   

4. Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VI. Determine date and time of next meeting: 

1. Regular meeting Wednesday, September 28, 5:15 PM   

VII. Public Comment 

VIII. Adjournment 



 
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
WEDNESDAY, July 27, 2022 - MINUTES 

Regular Meeting    City Hall Council Chambers   5:15 p.m. 
 

Members Present:  Mayor Steve Hass, Alderpersons Steve Sabatke, Dick Lupton and Mike Rick  
 
 Others Present:  Alderpersons Rick Blake, Mark Weix and Gus Caylor, Eric Malm, City 

Attorney Tom Hayden, Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey, Street 
Superintendent Dustin Bonack, Utility Superintendent Gabe Steinagel, City 
Administrator Dave Johnson, City Clerk Lori Anderson-Malm, Street & Weed 
Commissioner Ron Liberty and Merrill Productions video operator        

 
 Excused from meeting:  Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator – Darin Pagel 
  
I. Call to Order - Mayor Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 
 
II.  Consider approval of meeting minutes from June 29, 2022  
 
 A motion to approve the June 29 minutes was made by Alderperson Rick.  The motion 

was seconded by Alderperson Lupton and was carried.  
 
III.  Water & Sewer Agenda Items: 
 
 1. Water and Sewer Vouchers  
 
 Alderperson Rick made a motion to accept the vouchers.  Alderperson Lupton seconded 

and the motion carried. 
 
 2. Discuss Capital Requests 
  a. Water Tower Coating 
  b. Boiler Replacement – Main Building 
  c. Facility Plan 
  d. Phosphorus Analyzer 
  
 Utility Superintendent Steinagel reported on the above items.  The water tower coating 

was inspected in June and is inspected every five years.  A full replacement would be 
approximately $500,000 for inside and outside coating.  The estimate for the budget is 
$60,000.  The budget estimate for the boiler replacement is $90,000.  The facility plan 
was last done in the 1980’s.  The DNR requires a facility plan.  The budget request 
amount is $90,000.  The phosphorus analyzer information was included in the packet 
and the budget amount is $30,000. 

 
 Mayor Hass made a motion to forward the budget requests to the Capital budget 

meeting.  Alderperson Sabatke seconded and the motion carried. 
 
 3.  Water and Sewer Operations Report 
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 Utility Superintendent Steinagel provided his report in the packet and was available to 

answer any questions. 
 
IV.  Board of Public Works Agenda Items: 
 
 1. Board of Public Works Vouchers 
 
 Alderperson Rick made a motion to approve the Board of Public Works vouchers.  

Alderperson Sabatke seconded and the motion passed. 
 
 2.  Discuss 1210 E 8th St. yard  
 
 Street Superintendent Bonack reported on the property at 1210 E 8th St.  The invasive 

plant information was included in the agenda packet.  The plant in question is close to 
the Virginia creeper.  This is native to our area and is not considered a noxious weed. 

 
 Street Superintendent Bonack will work with City Attorney Hayden to compose a letter 

and research our yard ordinance. 
 
 3.  Discuss and recommendation on make-up hours for Street employees after 

Holidays.  
 
 Alderperson Rick brought this to the Mayor’s attention and requested it for an agenda 

item.  After discussion, a motion was made by Alderperson Lupton to recommend this 
to the Personnel & Finance committee for employees working a scheduled for 10 hour 
work day to get 10 hours of holiday pay.  The motion was seconded by Alderperson Rick 
and carried. 

  
 4.  Discuss “No Truck Routes” 
 
 Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey mentioned when they were rebuilding 3rd and 

Parkway Drive a resident mentioned trucks using 3rd Street instead of Hwy 64 north on 
Center Avenue.  The city does not have designated truck route sign marking.  He spoke 
with Police Chief Bennett and Alderperson Lupton talking about posting a no trucks, 
local delivery only by the school and parks.  He is looking for feedback and would like to 
see Taylor Street opened up again for access to the Industrial Park but that is not an 
option at this time. 

 
 After discussion, it was determined; this will be brought back on another agenda. 
 
 5.  Discuss MAPS proposal for Washington School parking and drop-off and pick-up 

concept. 
 
 Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey reported on an idea from MAPS to put a 

bump-out for pick up and drop off on 6th and Kyes.  There were issues regarding snow 
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removal.  This is a concept only.  Street Superintendent Bonack and Public Works 
Director/City Engineer Akey will discuss this concept with MAPS. 

 
 6.  Consider a Street Use Permit application from The Haunted Sawmill to close the 

street in the area in front of the Haunted Sawmill (Hendricks Street from E 7th St to E 
8th St) from 5:00 PM to 1AM on the following days in 2022; October 7th, 8th, 14th, 15th, 
21st, 22nd, 28th, 29thand 30th, in conjunction with a haunted house event. 

 
 Alderperson Rick made a motion to approve the street use permit.  Alderperson Sabatke 

seconded and the motion carried. 
 
 V. Monthly Report: 
 
 Monthly Report – Building Inspector Pagel – the report was included in the agenda 

packet.  
 
 Monthly Report – Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey – the report was included in 

the agenda packet.  There were no questions. 
 
 Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack – the report was included in the agenda 

packet.   
 
 Monthly Report - Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty – the report was included in the 

agenda packet.   
 
 A motion to put the reports on file was made by Alderperson Lupton.  Alderperson 

Sabatke seconded and the motion carried. 
 
VI.  Next Meeting – Wednesday, August 24th at 5:15 p.m. 
 
 The City Clerk will not be at the August meeting.  City Attorney Hayden agreed to take 

minutes at that meeting. 
 
VII.  Public Comment Period – 
 
 Eric Malm made a public comment regarding truck routes.  There is a lack of a northern 

truck route going to the industrial park.  He said almost every business in the industrial 
park has the desire to grow and expand but the truck access has been reduced.  He 
would recommend opening Taylor Street and appreciated City Engineer Akey’s 
comment and encourages the city and the county to revisit this route. 

 
VIII.  Adjournment  
  
 A motion was made by Alderperson Rick to adjourn.  Alderperson Lupton seconded.  

The meeting was adjourned at 5:59 P.M. 
 
Prepared by:  Lori L Anderson-Malm - City Clerk 
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CITY OF MERRILL 

1004 EAST FIRST STREET 
MERRILL, WI 54452-2586 

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2022- 
Introduced: 
1st Reading: 
2nd Reading: 
3rd Reading: 
Committee/Commission Action: 

 

 

 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
The Common Council of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, does ordain as follows: 
 

Section 1. Chapter 14, Article II, Section 14-34 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of 
Merrill is amended to read as follows: 
 

(a) Unless delegated to the county, the city clerk shall annually, on or before May 15, 
publish as required by state law, a notice that every person is required by law to destroy all 
noxious weeds on lands in the city which he owns, occupies or controls. A joint notice with other 
towns or municipalities may be utilized.  

(b) If the owner or occupant shall neglect to destroy any weeds as required by such notice, 
then the weed commissioner or the street superintendent shall give ten days' written notice by 
mail to the owner or occupant of any lands upon which the weeds shall be growing, that the 
weed commissioner or the street superintendent, after the expiration of the ten-day period, will 
proceed to destroy or cause to be destroyed all such weeds growing upon said lands and that 
the cost thereof will be assessed as a tax upon the lands where such weeds are located under 
the provisions of Wis. Stats. § 66.0407. In case the owner or occupant shall further neglect to 
comply within such ten-day notice, then the weed commissioner or the street superintendent 
shall destroy such weeds or cause them to be destroyed in the manner deemed to be the most 
economical method and the expense thereof, including the cost of billing and other necessary 
administrative expenses, shall be charged against such lots and be collected as a special tax 
thereon.  

 

 

AN ORDINANCE:  
 
Re: Amending Chapter 14, Article II, Section 14-34 

Destruction of noxious weeds 
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(c) Duty to destroy.  

 (1) As provided in Wis. Stats. § 66.0407(1)(b), the city shall require that all noxious  
 weeds be destroyed prior to the time in which such plants would mature to the bloom or 
 flower state. The growth of noxious weeds in excess of eight inches in height from the 
 ground surface shall be prohibited within the city limits. The term "noxious weeds" 
 means and includes any weed, grass or similar plant growth which, if allowed to 
 pollinate, would cause or produce hay fever in human beings, would cause a skin rash 
 through contact with the skin, or is on the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
 (DNR) prohibited or restricted invasive species list. The term "noxious weeds" under this 
 section and in section 14-36, includes, but is not limited to, the following:  

 Cirsium arvense (Canada thistle)  

 Ambrosia artemisiifolia (Common ragweed)  

 Ambrosia trifida (Great ragweed)  

 Euphorbia esula (Leafy spurge)  

 Convolvulus arvensis (Creeping jenny) (field bind weed)  

 Tragopogon dubius (Goat's beard)  

 Rhus radicans (Poison ivy)  

 Cirsium vulgaries (Bull thistle)  

 Pastinaca sativa (Wild parsnip)  

 Arctium minus (Burdock)  

 Xanthium strumarium (Cocklebur)  

 Amaranthus retroflexus (Pigweed)  

 Chenopodium album (Common lambsquarter)  

 Rumex Crispus (Curled dock)  

 Cannabis sativa (Hemp)  
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 Plantago lancellata (English plantain)  
 
 Polygonum cuspidatum (Japanese Knotweed)  

 Polygonum sachalinense (Giant Knotweed)  
 
 Pathenocissus vitacea (Thicket Creeper) 
 
 Parthenocissus quinquefolia (Virginia Creeper) 

 

(2) The term "noxious grasses" under this section and in section 14-36, includes, but 
is not limited to, the following:  

Agrostia alba (Redtop)  

Poa pratensis (Kentucky blue)  

Sorghum halepense (Johnson)  

Setaria (Foxtail)  

 

(3) Noxious weeds are also the following plants and other rank growth:  

Ragweed  

Thistles  

Smartweed  

Dandelions (over eight inches in height)  

Milkweed (over eight inches in height)  

 

Section 2. Severability.  In the event any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of 
this ordinance is for any reason held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent 
provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance. It 
is the legislative intent of the Common Council that this ordinance would have been adopted 
if such illegal provision had not been included or any illegal application had not been made. 

Section 3. Repeal and Effective Date.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances and resolu-
tions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect from and 
after its passage and publication. 
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Moved by: 

 
Adopted: 

 
Approved: 

 
Published: 

 

Approved: 
 
 

Steve J. Hass, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 

Lori Anderson-Malm, City Clerk
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                       CITY OF MERRILL 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

August  24th, 2022 

Street Dept. Work 
See report from Dustin Bonack 
 
Engineering 
-M2022-01 project,  E Third Street (Parkway Drive – Blaine Street) sanitary sewer and water 
main installation underway, grading and curb and gutter to be installed third week of August. 
E tenth Street and Mill Street work underway 
 
-Housing Development planning 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Roderick J. Akey, PE 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer 
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