
CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA ● MONDAY JULY 26, 2021 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

 To attend remotely, call 317-934-0149 and PIN 863 737 070 #.  

I. Call to Order  

II. COVID-19 Reports  

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

2. Vouchers   

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Consider application from Bubba's Pub, LLC, for a Class "B" (beer) and a 
"Class B" (liquor) license for Bubba's Pub, 405 Grand Avenue, effective 
August 12, 2021.   

2. Consider application from Boxkar Rentals, LLC, for a Class "B" (beer) and a 
"Class B" (liquor) license for Boxkar, 701 East Second Street, effective 
August 11, 2021.   

3. Application from Trinity Lutheran Church for a temporary Class "B" (picnic) 
license to sell fermented malt beverages in the parking lot at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 107 N. State Street, in conjunction with a Block Party on August 29, 
2021.   

V. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Consider ordinance amending Code of Ordinances Chapter 4, Article II, 
Section 4-37, to prohibit "Class A" licensees from selling intoxicating liquor 
between 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. This complies with Wisconsin State Statutes 
125.68(4)(b).   

VI. Minutes & Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of June 28, 2021 meeting   

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society (None submitted yet this 
month)   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

VIII. Public Comment Period 

IX. Adjournment  
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CITY OF MERRILL 

1004 EAST FIRST STREET 
MERRILL, WI 54452-2586 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021- 
Introduced: 
1st Reading: 
2nd Reading: 
3rd Reading: 
Committee/Commission Action: 

 

 

 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
The Common Council of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, does ordain as follows: 
 

Section 1. Chapter 4, Article II, Section 4-37 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of 
Merrill is amended to read as follows: 
 

Sec. 4-37 Closing hours 

Closing hours shall be established in conformance with Wis. Stats. §§ 125.32(3), 125.68(4) 
and further restricted as follows:  

(1) Class "B" and "C" licenses. 

a. No premises for which a retail "Class B" liquor, Class "B" fermented malt beverage, 
or "Class C" wine license has been issued shall be permitted to remain open for the 
sale of liquor or fermented malt beverages or for any other purpose between the 
hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m., Monday through Friday, and 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m., Saturday and Sunday. There shall be no closing hours on January 1.  

b. Hotels and restaurants, the principal business of which is the furnishing of food or 
lodging to patrons, bowling alleys, indoor horseshoe-pitching facilities, curling clubs, 
golf courses and golf clubhouses may remain open for the conduct of their regular 
business, but shall not sell liquor or malt beverages during the closing hours of 
subsection (1)a. of this section.  

(2) Carryout hours. Between 12:00 midnight and 6:00 a.m., no person may sell, 
remove, carry out or permit to be removed or carried out from any premises having 
a "Class A" or Class "A" license, fermented malt beverages or intoxicating liquor in 
original unopened packages, containers or bottles or for consumption away from 
the premises. Between 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., no person may sell, remove, carry 
out or permit to be removed or carried out from any premises having a “Class A” 
license, intoxicating liquor in original unopened packages, containers or bottles or 
for consumption away from the premises. 

AN ORDINANCE:  
 
Re: Amending Chapter 4, Article II, Section 4-37 

Closing Hours 
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Section 2. Severability.  In the event any section, subsection, clause, phrase or 

portion of this ordinance is for any reason held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any 
court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and 
independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of 
this ordinance. It is the legislative intent of the Common Council that this ordinance would 
have been adopted if such illegal provision had not been included or any illegal application 
had not been made. 

Section 3. Repeal and Effective Date.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances and 

resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect from 
and after its passage and publication. 

 
 
 
 
 
Moved by: 

 
Adopted: 

 
Approved: 

 
Published: 

 

Approved: 
 
 

Derek Woellner, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 

William N. Heideman, City Clerk
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CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY JUNE 28, 2021 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday June 28, 2021 

I. Call to Order 

Alderman Russell called the meeting to order at 5:14 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rick Blake Alderperson - Third District  Present  

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Present  

Mark Weix Alderperson - Seventh District  Present  

 

Others in attendance included: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Fire Chief Josh Klug, 
Police Chief Corey Bennett, City Attorney Tom Hayden, Ketul Patel, Steve Burkhardt 
and City Clerk Bill Heideman. Merrill Productions was present to videotape the meeting. 
Deputy Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck had an excused absence.  

 

II. COVID-19 Reports  

Alderman Russell reported that he has not received any reports in the last month from 
Lincoln County officials.  
 
Both Police Chief Bennett and Fire Chief Klug reported that they currently have an adequate 
supply of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).  
 
Encouraging residents to receive the COVID-19 vaccination is currently a high priority. 
Drive-thru vaccinations at the Merrill Festival Grounds continue to be available.  
 
Alderman Russell remarked that fair board is considering a vaccination booth at the fair in 
August. Fire Chief Klug replied that the Fire Department could help with this as necessary.  

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

The nuisance complaint summary report was in the meeting packet.  
 
City Clerk Heideman reported on behalf of Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck.  
 
There were three cases on the summary report. Two of the cases have upcoming due 
dates.  
 
City Clerk Heideman reported that progress is being made on the third case. Based on 
that progress, Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel has granted an extension 
until the end of June.   

2. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug answered questions on the vouchers.  
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday June 28, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday June 28, 2021 

Motion (Weix/Blake) to approve.                .  

RESULT: APPROVED 

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Application from the Merrill Firefighters Charities for three temporary Class 
"B" (picnic) licenses to sell fermented malt beverages at Ott's Park in 
conjunction with the Merrill Firefighters Charities Softball Tournament, August 
6 - August 8, 2021.   

A copy of the application was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 7/13/2021 6:00 PM 

2. Application from Hometown Grocers Inc., Steve Burkhardt, Agent, for a Class 
"A" (beer) and a "Class A" (liquor) license for Dave's County Market, 300 East 
First Street, effective July 30, 2021.   

A copy of the application was in the meeting packet.  
 
On behalf of Hometown Grocers Inc., Steve Burkhardt provided information and 
answered questions.  
 
Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to approve.   

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 7/13/2021 6:00 PM 

3. Application from Swami Bapa Hotels Inc., Ketul Patel, Agent for a Class "B" 
(beer) license for Cobblestone Inn & Suites, 3209 East Main Street, effective 
July 14, 2021.   

A copy of the application was in the meeting packet.  
 
On behalf of Swami Bapa Hotels Inc., Ketul Patel and another representative provided 
information and answered questions.  
 
Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 7/13/2021 6:00 PM 

V. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. None.   
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday June 28, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday June 28, 2021 

VI. Minutes & Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of May 24, 2021 meeting   

The minutes were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Blake/Weix) to approve.   

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug reported that CPR classes have resumed.  
 
Training on new equipment was mentioned.  
 
Recent significant events included a structure fire in Marathon County (aided) and a 
structure fire at Northern Wire.    
 
Requests to fill swimming pools have reached an all-time high this year.   

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett reported that revenue from CVR transactions is on the rise.  
 
Officer Greg Hartwig has retired. A new officer has started work and is doing well on the 
job.  
 
Liquor license renewal deliveries are underway. The question of whether a license 
should be withheld if a landlord (but not the licensee) has debts to the City was raised. 
The current ordinance specifies that the license should be withheld. This could be an 
item to be considered at a future meeting.    

4. Monthly Reports - Lincoln County Humane Society   

Two monthly reports were in the meeting packet.  

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Weix/Blake) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Monday, July 26th, 2021 at 5:15 P.M. in the City Hall Common Council Chambers.  

VIII. Public Comment Period 

None.  
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday June 28, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday June 28, 2021 

IX. Adjournment 

Motion (Blake/Weix) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 5:46 P.M.  
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