
CITY OF MERRILL 

COMMON COUNCIL 

AGENDA ● TUESDAY JULY 11, 2023 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 PM 

 To attend remotely call 605-865-2245  PIN 472 791 550 # 

I. Call to Order 

II. Invocation - Pastor Gustafson - Trinity Lutheran Church 

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

IV. Roll Call 

V. Public Comment 

VI. Agenda item related to vacant District 3 Aldermanic position: 

1. Consider recommendation from July 11, 2023 Committee of the Whole 
related to candidate and duration of term to fill vacant Aldermanic District #3 
seat.  The candidate who applied for the position is: Nathan Meyer.   

2. Oath of Office for Alderperson in the Third Aldermanic District   

VII. Minutes from previous meeting: 

1. Consider placing the minutes from the June 13th Common Council meeting 
on file.   

VIII. Revenue & Expense Reports: 

1. Discussion and approval of the June Revenue & Expense Reports   

IX. General Agenda Items: 

1. Employee Years of Service Recognition:   

 Dale Bacher - 35 years - Police Department   

 Angela Holz - 25 years - Merrill Utility   

2. Consider the sale of the Knights of Columbus building at the Festival Grounds 
to the 4-H Leaders Association.  Mayor Hass is bringing this directly to the 
Council.   

X. Committee of the Whole: 

1. Consider recommendation from the July 11th Committee of the Whole 
meeting relating to Election machines for 2024.   

XI. Health & Safety Committee: 

1. Consider the change of applicant application from Krist Oil Company naming 
Christina Jaeger the Agent for Krist Oil Company (Krist Food Mart #88).  The 
Health & Safety Committee recommends approval.   



Agenda Common Council Tuesday July 11, 2023 

2. Consider a Class B Combo License application for Sunset Hollow Ranch to 
operate Sunset Hollow Wine Bistro & Gifts at 813 E 1st Street.  The Health & 
Safety Committee recommends approval.   

XII. Place Committee Reports on File: 

1. Consider placing the following committee reports on file:  Park and Recreation 
Commission, Transit Commission, Airport Commission, City Plan 
Commission, Committee of the Whole, Merrill Enrichment Center Committee, 
Historic Preservation Committee, Health & Safety Committee, Personnel & 
Finance Committee, Board of Public Works and Redevelopment Authority.   

XIII. Resolutions: 

1. A Resolution honoring Rick Blake for his extended service and great 
contribution to the City of Merrill   

2. A Resolution regarding Frank Romano, Best Share Mining LLC, will be 
provided at the meeting pending the City Plan Commission decision from 
Monday, July 10.   

XIV. Mayor's Appointments: 

 LaDonna Fermanich to Chairperson of Marketing & Communications 
Committee - replacing Rick Blake   

 Michael Caylor to Library Board - replacing Rick Blake   

 Nathan Meyer to the Enrichment Center Committee pending Council action   

 Nathan Meyer to the Marketing & Communications Committee pending 
Council action   

XV. Mayor's Communications 

XVI. Adjournment 

 

 
The Merrill City Hall is accessible to the physically disadvantaged. If special accommodations are needed, 

please contact the Merrill City Hall at (715) 536-5594. 
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City of Merrill 

Meeting of Redevelopment Authority (RDA) 
  

Wednesday, July 5, 2023 at 8:00 a.m. 
City Hall Common Council Chambers 

 
RDA Present:             Steve Hass, Tony Kusserow, Clyde Nelson, Mark Bares, Steve Sabatke,  
   Rebecca Rutkowski, and Jim Koppelman 
   
Others:   Alderpersons LaDonna Fermanich and Mark Weix, City Clerk Lori 

Anderson-Malm, Finance Director Kathy Unertl, City Attorney Tom 
Hayden, City Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey. City Building 
Inspector/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel, Police Chief  Corey Bennett, 
Bill Bialecki from Lincoln County Economic Development Corp. (LCEDC), 
and video operators from Merrill Productions 

 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Hass called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  
 

 
Consider approval of RDA meeting minutes from June 7, 2023: 
 
Motion (Nelson/Kusserow) to approve the meeting minutes from June 7.   Carried.   
 
 
Public Comments:  None. 
 
 
Follow-up consideration of potential TID No. 4 real estate broker listing agreement: 
 
Akey highlighted the two potential options for real estate commission including fixed % of sales 
price or % of future development valuation.  
 
Motion (Hass/Rutkowski) to approve agreement with fixed % of sales price.  Carried. The 
listing agreement term is through mid-June 2024. 
 
 
Update on 2023 utility and street infrastructure investments: 
 
Unertl and Akey highlight status.  Construction began on July 5th on the E. 10th St. replacement 
(between N. Center Ave. and Lake St.). 
 
 
Update on new residential developments:  
 
Unertl highlighted status as of end of June.  Two of the three Webster Street apartments have 
occupancy permits and tenants.  
 
 
Next RDA Meeting:  Tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, August 2 at 8:00 a.m.  
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Closed Session: 

RDA Chair Hass read the following:  The RDA may convene in closed session per Wis. Stats. 
Sec. 19.85(1)(e) – deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing 
of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session to consider: Negotiation of potential purchase of 
properties and potential TID development incentives for future residential developments. 

Motion (Sabatke/Kusserow) to move into Closed Session.   Carried on 7-0 roll call vote at 
8:10 a.m. 

 
Two areas with existing or potential residential building lots were discussed.  Both areas have 
existing utility and street infrastructure.  RDA Commissioners provided direction to City staff as 
to follow-up contacts with property owners.   
 
Unertl reported that Tax Increment District (TID) fiscal status will be reviewed at August 
meetings after 1/1/2023 Equalized Valuation information is available from the Wisconsin 
Department of Revenue.   
 
Kusserow requested that the RDA discuss further at a future meeting before potentially 
forwarding to the City’s Committee of Whole. 
 
 
 
Adjournment:  (Bares/Kusserow) to adjourn at 8:32 a.m. Carried. 

 

Minutes prepared by RDA Secretary Kathy Unertl 
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RESOLUTION NO.  
 

A RESOLUTION HONORING RICK BLAKE FOR HIS EXTENDED SERVICE AND 
GREAT CONTRIBUTION TO THE CITY OF MERRILL 

 
WHEREAS, Rick Blake is retiring as Third District Alderperson of the City of 

Merrill; and, 

WHEREAS, Rick Blake has served as an alderperson for the City of Merrill since 
October 9, 2018; and, 

WHEREAS, Rick Blake serves on the Merrill Transit Commission and played a 
vital part in the creation, execution and success of the City of Merrill’s marketing and 
publicity efforts; 

WHEREAS, the personal commitment and unselfish dedication Rick Blake has 
put forth has contributed greatly to the growth, progress and stability of the City of 
Merrill; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Merrill offers a solid and stable community environment 
for all of its citizens in part because of Rick Blake’s dedicated service; and, 

WHEREAS, Rick Blake’s cheerful manner and hard work will be missed at the 
Merrill City Hall; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 11th day of July, 2023, that the Common Council, 
and the people of Merrill officially acknowledge with deep appreciation the dedicated 
and faithful service Rick Blake has given to the City of Merrill and commend him for 
those years of service. 

 

Recommended by: Common Council    CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN 

 

        __________________________ 
Moved: __________________________  Steve J. Hass, Mayor 
 
 
Passed: _________________________   _____________________________ 

        Lori Anderson-Malm, City Clerk  
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