
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA ● WEDNESDAY JUNE 29, 2022 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

 To attend remotely:  Phone 605-412-8536  PIN 199 174 448 # 

I. Call to Order 

II. Consider approval of minutes of previous meeting 

1. Minutes from May 25, 2022   

III. Water & Sewer Agenda Items: 

1. Water and Sewer Vouchers   

2. Water and Sewer Operations Report   

IV. Board of Public Works Agenda Items: 

1. Board of Public Works Vouchers   

2. Discuss 10 Year Capital Equipment Plan   

3. Discuss 1007 St Paul Drive - yard   

4. Discuss Rapid Flashing Beacons at corner of E 3rd and Logan Street and 
possibly E 2nd and Logan Street.   

5. Update on Garbage and Recycle Program   

6. Consider right-of-way lease for Riverside Athletic sign   

V. Monthly Reports: 

1. Monthly Report - Building Inspector Pagel   

2. Monthly Report - Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey   

3. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack   

4. Monthly Report - Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty   

VI. Next Meeting - Determine date and time 

1. Next Regular Meeting would be Wednesday, July 27 at 5:15 PM   

VII. Public Comment 

VIII. Adjournment 



 

CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

       WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022 - MINUTES 

Regular Meeting    City Hall Council Chambers   5:15 p.m. 

 

Members Present:  Mayor Steve Hass and Alderpersons Steve Sabatke and Dick 

Lupton.  Alderperson Mike Rick attended remotely. 

Members Absent/Excused:  Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel 

Others Present:  Alderpersons Rick Blake, and Mark Weix, City Attorney Tom Hayden, 

Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey, Utility Superintendent Gabe Steinagel, 

Street Superintendent Dustin Bonack, Finance Director Kathy Unertl (remote), City 

Administrator Dave Johnson, City Clerk Lori Anderson-Malm, Street & Weed 

Commissioner Ron Liberty, Kristine Vorpagel (remote) and Merrill Productions video 

operator         

1. Mayor Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

 

2. Consider approval of meeting minutes from April 27, 2022 – Motion 

(Sabatke/Lupton) to approve.  Carried. 

 

3. Water & Sewer Agenda Items: 

 

1. Water and Sewer Vouchers – Motion to approve (Lupton/Sabatke).  Carried. 

 

2. Water and Sewer Operations Report –   Utility Superintendent Steinagle stated 

the water and electric has been installed at the camp grounds at the Festival 

Grounds.  River crossings have been checked for leaks and everything is good.  

Well #4 work has been completed and will be put back online when 2 safe water 

samples are received.  Sludge has been started to be spread on fields and fire 

hydrants were flushed the previous week.  His report was in the agenda packet. 

 

Motion to put the Water and Sewer Operations Report on file.  Carried. 

 

4. Board of Public Works Agenda Items: 

 

1. Board of Public Works Vouchers – Motion (Lupton/Sabatke) to approve.  

Carried. 
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City of Merrill Board of Public Works meetings of May 25, 2022 2 | P a g e  
 

5. Other agenda items for consideration: 

 

1. Resolution approving the 2021 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report for 

the City of Merrill Wastewater Treatment Plant 

 

Motion to forward the annual report to council was made by Alderperson 

Lupton.  Seconded by Alderperson Sabatke.  Carried. 

 

2. Discussion on Facilities Review at the Wastewater Treatment Plant – Utility 

Superintendent Steinagel met with Strand regarding a facilities review.  The 

last time this was done was in the 1980’s.  The last major update at the plant 

was done in 1991.  Permit renewal in 2024; will apply next summer and then 

will know the limits for phosphorous, ammonia, etc.  The estimated cost for 

the review is $80,000 - $100,000.  Then we will have 4 years to finish the 

step-by-step requirements to meet the DNR standards.   City Engineer Akey 

stated our current phosphorous level is .7; the limit is 1.  The new DNR 

standards are .3 which will require an upgrade to our process.  These 

upgrades will be required to get the new permit number and will be in the 

2023 budget.  They just wanted everyone to be aware of these numbers.   

 

Alderperson Sabatke asked why the long time between reviews.  Utility 

Superintendent Steinagel said the reason is because the limits haven’t been 

changed since the 1990’s.   

 

What is pushing this review, according to City Engineer Akey, is from upper 

Wisconsin and TMDL which is the total maximum daily load for phosphorous.   

 

Alderperson Sabatke asked if the $80,000 - $100,000 is what to expect.  City 

Engineer Akey said it could be $8 - $10 million for a plant upgrade.  The 

timeline is 5-10 years and there is funding available.   

 

3. Consider a Natural Lawn Permit - Street Superintendent Bonack explained 

this permit follows the city ordinance.  This is our existing natural lawn 

application and does require buffer zones that need to be maintained.  The 

permit fee is $25.00.   

 

4. Discuss and possibly consider acceptable minimum bid for vacant city lots – 

City Administrator Johnson stated this came from the last COW in May.  The 

current minimum is $250.   

 

After discussion, a motion was made to increase the minimum bid to $500.  If 

the minimum bid needs to be adjusted, it would come back to the Board of 
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City of Merrill Board of Public Works meetings of May 25, 2022 3 | P a g e  
 

Public Works.  Alderperson Sabatke made the motion.  Alderperson Lupton 

seconded.  Motion carried.  This will be referred to the Common Council. 

 

6. Monthly Reports included in the agenda packet; 

 

1. Building Inspector Pagel - excused 

2. Public Works/City Engineer Akey 

3. Street Superintendent Bonack 

4. Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty  

 

7. Next Meeting – Wednesday, June 29th at 5:15 p.m. 

 

8. Public Comment Period – None  

 

9. Adjournment - Motion (Sabatke/Lupton) to adjourn at 5:48 p.m.  Carried. 

 

Prepared by:  Lori L Anderson-Malm - City Clerk 
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6/29/22 
Board of Public Works 
1007 St Paul Dr. 
 

For a number of years we have received complaints about the appearance of the yard at 1007 

St Paul Dr. In general, the property is overgrown with brush and young trees and has the 

appearance of being not maintained. While our lawn ordinance covers the length of grass that 

is allowed, it doesn’t necessarily cover something of this nature. We have sent lawn notices to 

the property owner in years past with the hope that they would take care of the brush along 

with the grass but this has never happened.  

There is a section of the Minimum Housing Code Sec. 105-244 that may pertain to something of 

this nature. Section (6) reads “Yard areas. Yard areas of real estate shall not be permitted to 
deteriorate or remain in a condition that is not in accordance with the following:  

a. Yard areas shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition, free from any accumulation of 
combustible or noncombustible materials, debris, or refuse. 

b. Yards shall not be used to store appliances, furnaces, hot water heaters, water softeners, or 
building material not used within ten days, or any unsightly bulk items. 

c. Landscaping, plantings and other decorative surface treatments, including common species 
of grass, shall be installed if necessary and maintained to present an attractive appearance in 
all court and yard areas. 

d. Lawns shall be maintained to a height in compliance with city ordinances. 

e. Plantings shall be maintained as not to present hazards to adjoining properties or to 
persons or vehicles traveling on public ways and shall be maintained so as to enhance the 
appearance and value of the property on which located, and thereby the appearance and 
value of the neighborhood and city. 

One option would be for us to send them a letter citing this ordinance with a compliance date 
after which the Street Department would clean up the yard and bill the owner. 

Another idea would be that we force the property owner to apply for a natural lawn permit. 

This would allow the owner to state their plan as to what they would like to leave planted and 

not mowed. It would however give the neighboring property owners some say in the matter as 

they would be notified of the proposed natural lawn.  

 

4.3.a

Packet Pg. 48

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 1

00
7 

S
t 

P
au

l D
r 

 (
89

58
 :

 D
is

cu
ss

 1
00

7 
S

t 
P

au
l D

ri
ve

 -
 y

ar
d

)



Page:

B
I
L
L

QUOTATION
Quote Number:

Quote Date:

Decker Supply Co Inc.    

1115 O'Neill Ave         

PO Box 8008              

Madison WI  53708        

478973

06/15/22

CITY OF MERRILL               
STREET DEPT                               
315 E 1ST ST                              
MERRILL, WI 54452                         
                                          
                                          

CITY OF MERRILL               
STREET DEPT                               
315 E 1ST ST                              
MERRILL, WI 54452                         
                                          
ATTN: DUSTIN                       

S
H
I
P

Line Order Qty Part Number Description     Price UM Ext Price Est Ship

Taxable:
Pmt Terms:

Account Cd:
Salesperson:

Y
NET 30              

MERRICWI  
7250

RFQ Number:
Ship Via: DIRECT         Location:

Entered By: JOSH 
          

                         

1

                         Customer Phone:

Customer Fax:

INTELLIGENT SIGN CONTROLLER   
(ALL FLASH, P2C, CHEVRON, OR  
CONFLICT INTERSECTION)        
- COMMUNICATES & COMMANDS TC  
COLLABORATORS, WI-FI & MESH   
NET COMMUNICATION             
- INCLUDES 30W SOLAR PANEL    
                              

1           1.00 M75-SA300-CTL3 30 WATT SOLAR POWERED              $1,150.0000 EA      $1,150.00 06/15/22

COMMUNICATES & COMMANDED BY   
TC CONTROLLER, MESH NET       
COMMUNICATION, NO WI-FI       
- INCLUDES 30W SOLAR PANEL    
                              

2           1.00 M75-SA300-CLB3 30W SOLAR POWERED COLLABORATOR      $1,023.0000 EA      $1,023.00 06/15/22

FLASHING BEACON, AMBER LED'S, 
WITH BLACK ALUMINUM HOUSING   
                              

3           4.00 M75-SA328-0000 TRAFFIC CALM RECTANGULAR RAPID        $575.0000 EA      $2,300.00 06/15/22

W/PBF9X12-X PB FRAME(YEL), AND
9 X 12 "PUSH BUTTON TO TURN ON
WARNING LIGHTS" SIGN          
                              
                              
- ADD FREIGHT, LISTED BELOW   
- SHIP DIRECT                 
- SALESPERSON: JOSH           

4           2.00 M75-BDL34-0000 BDL3-Y BULLDOG III PUSHBUTTON        $306.0000 EA        $612.00 06/15/22

Thank you for the opportunity 
of quoting.                   
                              
Prices are good for 45 days   

Subtotal:      $5,085.00 

Sales Tax:          $0.00 
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Page:

B
I
L
L

QUOTATION
Quote Number:

Quote Date:

Decker Supply Co Inc.    

1115 O'Neill Ave         

PO Box 8008              

Madison WI  53708        

478973

06/15/22

CITY OF MERRILL               
STREET DEPT                               
315 E 1ST ST                              
MERRILL, WI 54452                         
                                          
                                          

CITY OF MERRILL               
STREET DEPT                               
315 E 1ST ST                              
MERRILL, WI 54452                         
                                          
ATTN: DUSTIN                       

S
H
I
P

Line Order Qty Part Number Description     Price UM Ext Price Est Ship

Taxable:
Pmt Terms:

Account Cd:
Salesperson:

Y
NET 30              

MERRICWI  
7250

RFQ Number:
Ship Via: DIRECT         Location:

Entered By: JOSH 
          

                         

2

                         Customer Phone:

Customer Fax:

from quotation date.          

Total:      $5,285.00 

Freight:        $200.00 
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                       CITY OF MERRILL 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

June 29th, 2022 

Street Dept. Work 
See report from Dustin Bonack 
 
Engineering 
-M2022-01 project, E Tenth Street (Mill St – Spruce Street), Spruce Street and Poplar Street 
work has begun.  E Third Street (Parkway Drive – Blaine Street) sanitary sewer and water main 
installation underway. 
-Housing Development planning 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Roderick J. Akey, PE 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer 
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