
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA ● WEDNESDAY MAY 25, 2022 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

 To attend remotely -  phone 515-705-3134  PIN 765 888 814 # 

I. Call to Order 

II. Consider approval of meeting minutes from April 27, 2022 

1. Minutes from April 27, 2022   

III. Water & Sewer Agenda Items: 

1. Water and Sewer Vouchers   

2. Water and Sewer Operations Report   

IV. Board of Public Works Agenda Items: 

1. Board of Public Works Vouchers   

V. Other agenda items for consideration: 

1. Resolution approving the 2021 Compliance Maintenance Annual Report for 
the City of Merrill Wastewater Treatment Plant   

2. Discusson on Facilities Review at the Wastewater Treatment Plant   

3. Consider a Natural Lawn Permit   

4. Discuss and possibly consider acceptable minimum bid for vacant city lots.   

VI. Monthly Reports: 

1. Building Inspector Pagel   

2. Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey   

3. Street Superintendent Bonack   

4. Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty   

VII. Next Meeting - Determine date and time 

VIII. Public Comment Period 

IX. Adjournment 



 

CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

       WEDNESDAY, April 27, 2022 - MINUTES 

Regular Meeting    City Hall Council Chambers   5:15 p.m. 

 

Members Present:  Mayor Steve Hass and Alderpersons Steve Sabatke, Dick Lupton and Mike 

Rick  

Members Absent:  Street & Weed Commissioner Ron Liberty and Building Inspector/Zoning 

Administrator Darin Pagel 

Others Present:  Alderpersons Rick Blake, and Mark Weix, City Attorney Tom Hayden, Public 

Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey, Utility Superintendent Gabe Steinagel, Street 

Superintendent Dustin Bonack, Finance Director Kathy Unertl (remote), City Administrator Dave 

Johnson, City Clerk Lori Anderson-Malm, IT Manager Dustin Brown, Dave Schumitsch from 

Merrill Gravel & Construction Co. and Merrill Productions video operator         

1. Mayor Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

 

2. Consider approval of meeting minutes from March 30th – Motion (Sabatke/Rick) to 

approve.  Carried. 

 

3. Water & Sewer Agenda Items: 

 

1. Water and Sewer Vouchers – Utility Superintendent Gabe Steinagle explained a 

number of large items in the voucher list.  The first one for capital of $20,000 for 

Incredible Bank is the equipment replacement fund.  This covers supplies for water 

meters and fire hydrants.  The second amount was $14,000 for Ferguson and is for 

materials and supplies for water fittings.  This is the order for summer supplies and was 

ordered ahead of time for water and sewer pipes and fittings.  Superintendent Steinagle 

also talked about the amount of $1,059 for Municipal Environmental Group which is a 

waste water membership for municipalities throughout Wisconsin.  Municipal Well & 

Pump for $6.900 for tearing out and scheduled rehab.  North Central Labs for $4,100 

for a photo meter.  The last meter was purchased in 2012 and is used for prosperous 

and fluoride testing.   Per Mar Security Services of $1,369 for yearly fire protection fees.  

SGS Environmental Contracting for $6,199 was for water main leaks in the winter 

months.  Motion (Rick/Lupton) to approve.  Carried. 

 

2. Water and Sewer Operations Report –   Citizens stopped running water for frost 

conditions.  A number of complaints regarding utility bills have been received.  

Discussing how to make the format easier to read and possibly offer payment options. 

Increased amount of locates for diggers hotline due to spring and summer residential 

projects. Also the Town of Maine called; they are redoing their treatment plant and 

requested we start taking their residential waste until their plant is finished.  
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City of Merrill Board of Public Works meetings of April 27, 2022 2 | P a g e  
 

 

4. BPW Agenda items: 

 

1. Board of Public Works Vouchers – Alderman Sabatke questioned the amount of $1,497 

for a cabinet.  Superintendent Steinagle explained the cabinet is a control cabinet for 

lighting on Webster St.  

 

Motion (Rick/Sabatke) to approve.  Carried. 

 

2. Consider use of PVC pressure water main (instead of ductile water main) – City 

Engineer Akey explained the reasoning behind using PVC pressure water main instead 

of ductile water main.  The representative from Merrill Sand and Gravel, Dave 

Schumitsch recommended PVC and said the lead time is approximately 2 weeks for 

PVC piping.  There was further discussion regarding this issue.  It was recommended 

PVC pressure water main be added to the list of approved products.  There was a 

motion to add PVC to the approved list.  Motion (Lupton/Sabatke).  Carried. 

 

5.  Monthly Reports – Were included in the agenda packet; 

1. Building Inspector Pagel - excused 

2. Public Works/City Engineer Akey 

3. Street Superintendent Bonack 

4. Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty - excused 

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file – Motion (Rick/Lupton).  Carried. 

 

9.  Next Meeting – Wednesday, May 25th at 5:15 p.m. 

 

10. Public Comment Period – None  

 

11. Motion (Rick/Sabatke) to adjourn at 5:32 p.m.  Carried. 

 

Prepared by:  Lori L Anderson-Malm - City Clerk 
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I/We hereby apply for a permit to install a natural lawn, said installation to be conducted on the 

following described property within the City, under the provisions of City Ordinance §14-35 and 

other laws governing such installation and maintenance. 

 

Property Owner’s Name(s):  __________________________________________ 

 

     __________________________________________ 

 

Telephone:  __________________________ 

 

Physical Address: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

I/We have reviewed the provisions of City Ordinance §14-35 and understand all natural lawns 

must be installed and maintained in accordance with the restrictions stated therein. 

 

I/We hereby swear or affirm that the information stated herein is true and correct to the best of 

my/our knowledge and that I/we are the owner(s) of the above listed property. 

 

I/We understand and agree that failure to install and maintain the natural lawn in accordance 

with the above ordinances shall be grounds for revoking the permit. I/We further agree that upon 

any revocation the permit we shall remove the natural lawn and maintain a conventional lawn in 

accordance with all applicable laws and regulation. 

 

Signature: _____________________________________ Dated:   ________________ 

 

Signature: _____________________________________ Dated:   ________________ 

 

The application fee and a written Natural Lawn Management Plan must be submitted with 

this Application as described in City Ordinance §14-35. Copies of this Application and 

Management Plan will be mailed to all property owners within 300 feet of the above listed 

property. If within 15 calendar days of this mailing the City receives written objections from 

51% or more of the neighboring property owners, the Application shall be denied. 

 

 

NATURAL LAWN 

PERMIT APPLICATION 
FEE: $25.00 

 
City of Merrill 

1004 East First Street 

Merrill, WI 54452 

Phone: 715-536-5594 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Approved By: _____________________________________________   Date: _____________________ 

 

Permit Number: _______________ 
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                       CITY OF MERRILL 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

May 25th, 2022 

Street Dept. Work 
See report from Dustin Bonack 
 
Engineering 
-M2022-01 project, E Tenth Street (Mill St – Spruce Street), Spruce Street and Poplar Street 
work has begun.  E Tenth Street (Mill St – Spruce Street) sanitary sewer and water main 
installation underway. 
-Housing Development planning 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Roderick J. Akey, PE 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer 
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