
CITY OF MERRILL 

COMMON COUNCIL 

AGENDA ● TUESDAY MAY 9, 2023 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 7:00 PM 

 To attend remotely call 812-329-4138  PIN 677 872 023 # 

I. Call to Order 

II. Invocation 

 Sister Celine - Holy Cross Sisters   

III. Pledge of Allegiance 

IV. Roll Call 

V. Public Comment 

VI. Minutes from previous meeting: 

 Consider placing the minutes from the April 11th Common Council meeting 
on file.   

VII. Revenue & Expense Reports: 

 March 2023 Revenue & Expense Reports   

VIII. General Agenda Items: 

1. Consider a street use permit for Golden Harvest Market to close Pearl Street 
from Main Street to Thielman Street from 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM on Saturday, 
June 3 for a Customer Appreciation Event.  This is being brought directly to 
the Common Council.   

2. Consider lifting the hiring freeze for the Police Department.  This being 
brought directly to the Common Council by Alderperson Caylor.   

IX. Health & Safety Committee: 

 Consider three temporary Class "B" picnic licenses for the Lincoln County 
Rodeo Association to sell fermented malt beverages at the Merrill Festival 
Grounds during the Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo on June 9, 10 and 11, 2023.  
The Health & Safety Committee recommends approval.   

X. City Planning Commission: 

1. Consider request to rezone 100 N Polk Street from Public to Business under 
M.M.C. Sec. 113.428.   The City Plan Commission recommends approval.   

2. Consider the approval of the final plat for CM's first addition (aka Johnson 
Street).  The City Plan Commission recommends approval.   

XI. Tourism Commission - Annual Report Presentation 

1. Tourism Report - 2022   

2. Tourism Room Tax - SL304 for 2022   



Agenda Common Council Tuesday May 9, 2023 

XII. Place Committee Reports on File: 

 Consider placing the following committee reports on file: Parks & Recreation, 
Festival Grounds, Committee of the Whole, Transit Commission, Historic 
Preservation Committee, Airport Commission, Marketing & Communications, 
Library Board, Merrill Enrichment Center, Board of Public Works, Health & 
Safety, Personnel & Finance, Board of Review, City Plan Commission and 
Redevelopment Authority.   

XIII. Ordinances: 

 Consider an Ordinance amending Chapter 26, Article V, Section 26-134 
Habitual Truancy.  The Health & Safety Committee recommends approval.   

XIV. Resolutions: 

 A Resolution approving a final plat for single family residential development 
located on Johnson Street in the City of Merrill   

XV. Mayor's Appointments: 

 Chris Gruenenwald to the Library Board replacing Jim Wedemeyer - term to 
expire 06/30/2026   

 Reappoint Darcy Dalsky to Library Board - term to expire 06/30/2026   

XVI. Mayor's Communications: 

 Permission to appoint the Festival Grounds Manager to the Marketing & 
Communications Committee   

XVII. Adjournment 

 

 
The Merrill City Hall is accessible to the physically disadvantaged. If special accommodations are needed, 

please contact the Merrill City Hall at (715) 536-5594. 
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CM'S FIRST ADDITION
A SUBDIVISION PLAT BEING PART OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 AND ALL OF LOT 4
OF CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP NUMBER 559835, RECORDED AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 559835, FILED IN
THE LINCOLN COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE; ALL LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF THE

NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 31 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST IN THE CITY OF MERRILL,
LINCOLN COUNTY, WISCONSIN

PLAT OF

REI Engineering, INC.
ENGINEERING, SURVEYING
CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL

EMAIL: MAIL@REIengineering.com
PHONE: 715.675.9784  FAX: 715.675.4060

WAUSAU, WISCONSIN  54401
4080 N. 20th AVENUE

SURVEYOR'S CERTIFICATE
I, JOSHUA W. PRENTICE, WISCONSIN PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR S-2852, DO HEREBY CERTIFY TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF: THAT I HAVE SURVEYED, MAPPED, AND DIVIDED A PARCEL
OF LAND BEING PART OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 AND ALL OF LOT 4 OF CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP NUMBER 559835, RECORDED AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 559835, FILED IN THE LINCOLN
COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS OFFICE; ALL LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 31 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST IN THE CITY OF MERRILL, LINCOLN COUNTY,
WISCONSIN, MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCING AT THE NORTH 1/4 CORNER OF SAID SECTION 7; THENCE SOUTH 00°25'37" WEST, COINCIDENT WITH THE NORTH-SOUTH 1/4 LINE OF SAID SECTION 7, 1352.53 FEET TO THE WESTERLY
EXTENSION OF THE NORTH LINE OF SAID CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP NUMBER 559835 AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE NORTH 89°15'24" EAST, 37.72 FEET TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE
JOHNSON STREET DEDICATION AS SHOWN ON SAID CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP #559835; THENCE SOUTH 00°00'19" EAST, COINCIDENT WITH THE WEST LINE OF SAID JOHNSON STREET DEDICATION, 294.95
FEET TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID JOHNSON STREET DEDICATION AND THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID LOT 4; THENCE NORTH 89°04'56" EAST, COINCIDENT WITH THE NORTH LINE OF SAID
LOT 4, 135.01 FEET TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 4; THENCE SOUTH 00°00'19" EAST, COINCIDENT WITH THE EAST LINE OF SAID LOT 4, 547.17 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 4;
THENCE SOUTH 88°55'08" WEST, COINCIDENT WITH THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LOT 4 AND THE WESTERLY EXTENSION THEREOF, 179.09 FEET TO SAID NORTH-SOUTH 1/4 LINE OF SECTION 7; THENCE NORTH
00°25'37" EAST, COINCIDENT WITH SAID NORTH-SOUTH 1/4 LINE 842.88 FEET TO SAID WESTERLY EXTENSION OF THE NORTH LINE OF SAID CERTIFIED SURVEY MAP NUMBER 559835 AND THE POINT OF
BEGINNING.

THAT THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINS 108,349 SQUARE FEET, 2.487 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

THAT I HAVE MADE THIS SURVEY, DIVISION, AND MAP THEREOF AT THE DIRECTION OF THE CITY OF MERRILL, AGENT OF SAID PARCEL.

THAT SAID PARCEL IS SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS, AND RIGHT-OF-WAYS OF RECORD.

THAT I HAVE FULLY COMPLIED WITH THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 236 OF THE WISCONSIN STATUTES, WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE A-E7, AND
THE SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS OF THE CITY OF MERRILL AND THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION.

THAT THIS MAP IS A CORRECT AND ACCURATE REPRESENTATION OF THE EXTERIOR
BOUNDARIES OF SAID PARCEL, AND OF THE DIVISION THEREOF MADE.

DATED THIS__________________DAY OF________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
REI ENGINEERING, INC.
JOSHUA W. PRENTICE
WI P.L.S. S-2852

DATE REVISION BY CHK'D

VICINITY MAP
NOT TO SCALE

1 1/4IN. O.D. X 18 IN. IRON PIPE
WEIGHING 1.68 LBS/LIN. FT. SET

GENERAL NOTES:
1. FIELD WORK WAS COMPLETE ON 1-17-2023.
2. BEARINGS ARE BASED ON THE LINCOLN COUNTY COORDINATE SYSTEM, NAD83

(2011) DATUM, AND ARE REFERENCED TO THE NORTH-SOUTH 1/4 LINE OF
SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 31 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, MEASURED TO BEAR SOUTH
00°25'37" WEST.

LEGEND

(126.00')               RECORDED BEARING/LENGTH

126.00'                MEASURED BEARING/LENGTH

PK NAIL SET IN ASPHALT

SHEET 1 OF 1
REI PROJECT #10435

500

1" = 50'

1-1/4 IN. O.D. IRON PIPE FOUND

COUNTY TREASURER'S CERTIFICATE

STATE OF WISCONSIN)
                               SS
LINCOLN COUNTY)

I, ROBBIN GIGL, COUNTY TREASURER, BEING THE DULY ELECTED, QUALIFIED, AND
ACTING TREASURER OF THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE
RECORDS IN MY OFFICE SHOW NO UNREDEEMED TAX SALES AND NO UNPAID
TAXES OR SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS AS OF

______________________________________________, 2023
AFFECTING THE LANDS INCLUDED IN THE PLAT OF CM'S FIRST ADDITION.

DATED THIS_______DAY OF___________________________, 2023

___________________________________________________________________________
ROBBIN GIGL, TREASURER, LINCOLN COUNTY

FORWARD

There are no objections to this plat with respect to 
Secs. 236.15, 236.16, 236.20 and 236.21(1) and (2),
Wis. Stats. as provided by s. 236.12, Wis. Stats.

Certified __________________, 20_____

Department of Administration

CITY OF MERRILL COMMON COUNCIL APPROVAL CERTIFICATE:
RESOLVED, THAT THE PLAT OF CM'S FIRST ADDITION , IN THE CITY OF MERRILL,
CITY OF MERRILL, OWNER, IS HEREBY APPROVED BY THE CITY OF MERRILL COMMON
COUNCIL.

DATE ____________APPROVED____________________________________________
                                                           MAYOR

DATE ____________ SIGNED______________________________________________
                                                           MAYOR

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE AFOREMENTIONED PLAT OF CM'S FIRST ADDITION
HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE CITY OF MERRILL COMMON COUNCIL.

____________________________________________________________________
CITY OF MERRILL CLERK

CERTIFICATE OF THE CITY OF MERRILL TREASURER
STATE OF WISCONSIN)
                              SS
LINCOLN COUNTY)

I, KATHY UNERTL, BEING THE DULY APPOINTED, QUALIFIED AND ACTING
TREASURER OF THE CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE
RECORDS IN MY OFFICE SHOW NO UNPAID TAXES OR UNPAID SPECIAL
ASSESSMENTS AS OF

__________________________________________________________, 2023 AFFECTING THE
LANDS INCLUDED IN THE PLAT OF  CM'S FIRST ADDITION.

DATED THIS_______DAY OF___________________________, 2023

_________________________________________________
KATHY UNERTL, FINANCE DIRECTOR

Received for Record this

day of                           A.D. 2023

at               o'clock          M. in Plat

Cabinet No.         on page

REGISTRAR

Register of Deeds
Lincoln County, Wis.

OWNER'S CERTIFICATE OF DEDICATION
CITY OF MERRILL, AS OWNER, DOES HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THEY CAUSED THE LAND DESCRIBED ON THIS PLAT OF
CM'S FIRST ADDITION TO BE SURVEYED, DIVIDED, MAPPED, AND DEDICATED, AS REPRESENTED ON THIS PLAT. CITY
OF MERRILL DOES FURTHER CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAT IS REQUIRED BY S. 236.10 OR S. 236.12 TO BE SUBMITTED TO
THE FOLLOWING FOR APPROVAL OR OBJECTION: CITY OF MERRILL, AND THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
ADMINISTRATION.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, CITY OF MERRILL, HAS CAUSED THESE PRESENTS

TO BE SIGNED BY (PRINT NAME)__________________________, (TITLE)____________________________

AND COUNTERSIGNED BY (PRINT NAME)_______________________, (TITLE)___________________________ ,

AT ________________________________________, WISCONSIN,

THIS_________, DAY OF _____________________, 2023.

IN THE PRESENCE OF: CITY OF MERRILL

(SIGNATURE)______________________________________

(PRINT NAME)________________________________

SIGNATURE)______________________________________

(PRINT NAME)________________________________

STATE OF WISCONSIN)
                             SS
  _________ COUNTY)

PERSONALLY CAME BEFORE ME THIS_____________DAY OF____________________, 2023,

THE ABOVE NAMED (PRINT NAME)__________________________, (TITLE)____________________________

AND (PRINT NAME)__________________________, (TITLE)____________________________,

OF THE ABOVE NAMED TO ME KNOWN TO BE THE SAME PERSONS WHO EXECUTED THE FOREGOING INSTRUMENT
AND TO ME KNOWN TO BE SUCH OFFICERS OF SAID CITY OF MERRILL, AND ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THEY
EXECUTED THE FOREGOING INSTRUMENT AS SUCH OFFICERS AS THE DEED OF SAID CITY OF MERRILL, BY ITS
AUTHORITY.

_________________________________________________________________
 NOTARY PUBLIC                                              STATE OF WISCONSIN

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES____________________________________________

OWNER'S CERTIFICATE OF DEDICATION
CHURCH MUTUAL INSURANCE COMAPNY, AS OWNER, DOES HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THEY CAUSED THE LAND
DESCRIBED ON THIS PLAT OF CM'S FIRST ADDITION TO BE SURVEYED, DIVIDED, MAPPED, AND DEDICATED, AS
REPRESENTED ON THIS PLAT. CHURCH MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY DOES FURTHER CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAT IS
REQUIRED BY S. 236.10 OR S. 236.12 TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE FOLLOWING FOR APPROVAL OR OBJECTION: CITY OF
MERRILL, AND THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, CHURCH MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY, HAS CAUSED THESE PRESENTS

TO BE SIGNED BY (PRINT NAME)__________________________, (TITLE)____________________________

AND COUNTERSIGNED BY (PRINT NAME)_______________________, (TITLE)___________________________ ,

AT ________________________________________, WISCONSIN,

THIS_________, DAY OF _____________________, 2023.

IN THE PRESENCE OF: CHURCH MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

(SIGNATURE)______________________________________

(PRINT NAME)________________________________

SIGNATURE)______________________________________

(PRINT NAME)________________________________

STATE OF WISCONSIN)
                             SS
  _________ COUNTY)

PERSONALLY CAME BEFORE ME THIS_____________DAY OF____________________, 2023,

THE ABOVE NAMED (PRINT NAME)__________________________, (TITLE)____________________________

AND (PRINT NAME)__________________________, (TITLE)____________________________,

OF THE ABOVE NAMED TO ME KNOWN TO BE THE SAME PERSONS WHO EXECUTED THE FOREGOING INSTRUMENT
AND TO ME KNOWN TO BE SUCH OFFICERS OF SAID CHURCH MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY, AND ACKNOWLEDGE
THAT THEY EXECUTED THE FOREGOING INSTRUMENT AS SUCH OFFICERS AS THE DEED OF SAID CHURCH MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY, BY ITS AUTHORITY.

_________________________________________________________________
 NOTARY PUBLIC                                              STATE OF WISCONSIN

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES____________________________________________

APRIL 3RD, 2023

3RD APRIL, 2023

#10X18" REBAR WEIGHING 4.303
LBS./LIN. FT. SET (UNLESS NOTED)

04/03/2023 PLAT REVIEW COMMENTS AJB JLR

10.2.a

Packet Pg. 55

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 J

o
h

n
so

n
 S

t 
F

in
al

 P
la

t 
 (

99
45

 :
 C

o
n

si
d

er
 t

h
e 

ap
p

ro
va

l o
f 

th
e 

fi
n

al
 p

la
t 

fo
r 

C
M

's
 f

ir
st

 a
d

d
it

io
n

 (
ak

a 
Jo

h
n

so
n

 S
tr

ee
t)

.)

AutoCAD SHX Text
E

AutoCAD SHX Text
PL

AutoCAD SHX Text
UR

AutoCAD SHX Text
IB

AutoCAD SHX Text
US

AutoCAD SHX Text
UN

AutoCAD SHX Text
UM



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merrill Tourism Report 

For Year End 2022 

Presented to  

 

Merrill Common Council 

 
Prepared by 

Clyde R. Nelson 

Executive Director 

Merrill Chamber of Commerce 

Administrator of Tourism Fund 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.1.a

Packet Pg. 56

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 r

ep
o

rt
 o

n
 t

o
u

ri
sm

 -
 c

o
m

m
o

n
 c

o
u

n
ci

l 2
02

3 
 (

99
46

 :
 T

o
u

ri
sm

 R
ep

o
rt

 -
 2

02
2)



   
 

   
 

 

 

Background: 

Today, Merrill has three (3) Hotels that participate in the collection of room tax for the 

City of Merrill.  AmericInn by Wyndham, which has 51 rooms and 14 kitchenettes/suites, 

Cobblestone Inn and Suites, which has 55 rooms and 1 suite; and Travelodge by 

Wyndham formerly Econo Lodge has 38 rooms available to the public. The new owners 

of the Travelodge (who took over ownership in the second half of 2022) are going 

through renovation of all the rooms to provide a higher-level accommodation for visitors.  

All total, Merrill has a total of 159 rooms available to the public. One hotel uses two 

rooms for employees. These hotels collect a 6% room tax on behalf of the city room tax 

revenues are distributed as follows. 

 

* 0.1% is retained by the facility 

 

* 5.9% is sent to the City of Merrill 

 

Of the 5.9% collected, the city retains 1.27% or 21.5%, Tourism Commission retains 

4.13% or 70% and the MARC retains 0.5% or 8.5% of the total funds collected. 

 

The following represents the total collected since 2018. 
 

Year  Tax Collected           Variance   %Change 

 

2018     $94,226.00         ----       ---- 

 

2019     $99,918.56    $5,692.56       6.04% 

 

2020     $58,600.97   ($41,317.61)     (41.4%) 

 

2021     $99,328.20   $40,727.23         69.5% 

 

2022   $112,206.05             $12,877.85        12.96% 

 

 

2022 was another good year for tourism and travel, thus, an increase in room tax 

revenue. In looking at the room tax collected as an indicator of number of overnight 

stays in Merrill one can surmise that there have been more people visiting than in recent 

years. 

 

Total tourism impacts for Lincoln County relating to Direct Visitor spending was: 

 

  Year   Direct Visitor Spending  Difference 
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            2019                     $60.6M 

                      2020                           $52.1M      (14.6)% 

  2021                                       $62.8M                                 20.5% 

 

As reported by Longwoods International, Lincoln County had the 6th largest gain in 

Tourism Dollars spent, as a percentage increase over the previous year, as compared 

to all 72 counties. They also calculate that tourism accounts for 659 full-time equivalent 

jobs amounting to $17,900,000 in wages generated. Tourism has a far-reaching effect 

on the County and City of Merrill.  

 

There are several variables that would increase the number of overnight stays and thus 

the increase in room tax revenue given the limited number of rooms and they are: 

 

1. The occupancy rate of the hotels. 

2. The rack rate charged for those rooms. 

3. The room tax rate charged on those rooms. 

 

Currently Merrill charges a 6% room tax on all 159 rooms available. A survey conducted 

by the Merrill Chamber relating to room tax rates locally, revealed the following: 

 

City    Room tax charged 

     Tomahawk    4% 

       Medford     4% 

     Rhinelander    6% 

        Antigo     6% 

    Wausau Area    8% 

      Minocqua                4% 

 

 

The recent Wisconsin Governors Conference on Tourism (WIGCOT) shared that the 

single most important attraction for people to visit the area are “shared moments of joy.” 

Pictures of families and groups of individuals having an enjoyable time. The most 

common background in all the pictures is water. The travelers are getting younger, and 

they travel in larger groups – families and friends.  

 

During this year, Lincoln County, to include Merrill and Tomahawk areas, will get a 

content creator to have a day visit to both locales and write about our outdoor activities. 

Called a FAM Tour, this individual will focus on a non-motorized tour which means they 

will be biking, hiking, or paddling. The dates for this visit are undetermined and are 

being paid for through the North Central Tourism Committee.  
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Visitors intend to take shorter trips in 2023. Horizon tracks visitation by cell phone 

movement – GPS information gathering. They indicate that 90% of visitors coming to 

Wisconsin travel by vehicle. Longwoods International anticipates that by the year 2035 

that Electric Vehicles will represent about 44 % of all vehicles driven. Currently 

Longwood estimates that it will take up to 45 minutes to charge a vehicle and the 

traveler will want to do something during that time. It is anticipated that these trips will 

range from 100 to 250-mile one-way trips. Given the above surveys, Merrill could see a 

larger boost in the revenue generated from the room tax and visitor stops for charging of 

vehicles. 

 

During this past year, the Merrill Chamber reported over 25 things to do, 19 restaurants 

and pubs, and 39 events within the city of Merrill on the Travel Wisconsin Web site. In 

addition, we report to Travel Wisconsin the snow and trail conditions along with the fall 

color report. This is significant because Travel Wisconsin has recorded over 14million 

people (about twice the population of Arizona) to visit the site. In addition, the Snow 

report had a record of over 1,691,592 clicks – a 33.42% YOY increase. The Fall color 

reports saw over 1.3million page views which is a 16.7% YOY increase. We will 

continue to leverage these assets in getting visitors to Merrill and Lincoln County.  

 

During this past year we attended the Green Bay Sport and Camping Show, which was 

funded by North Central Tourism and distributed over 250 visitor guides – over 2 shifts – 

Friday and Saturday. In addition, we attended the Tomahawk Home Show and 

distributed over 150 guides on Saturday and Sunday. This upcoming year, we plan to 

attend the show in Des Moines, Iowa, a new advertising market for Travel Wisconsin. 

Since they opened ads in that market there was an increase of 91% visitors to the 

Travel Wisconsin web site. We want to leverage Travel Wisconsin's advertising and 

attend the show to hand out our visitor guides and talk with people. 

 

 

The room tax affords the Tourism Committee to offer grants to advertise there specific 

event to draw people to Merrill. The awards for 2023 are as follows: 

 

Merrill Ice Drags     5,000.00 

Winterfest Dog Sled Race       200.00 

Lincoln County Fair    13,500.00  

Labor Day Classic Car Show    1,250.00 

Concertina Festival         225.00 

Lincoln Lager Barleyfest    1,500.00 

Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo            13,500.00 

Black Squirrel Scurry       800.00 

Underdown Traill Ride       850.00 

Central WI Bandits        750.00 

Merrill Youth Bantam Hockey      500.00 
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Merrill Youth Squirt Hockey               500.00 

Badger State Games  

      Fat Tire and Snow Shoe             500.00 

Carry the Cross   1,500.00 

 

Total Grants Awarded 2023       $40,575.00 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

 

 

Clyde R. Nelson 

Executive Director 

Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center 
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Form          Room Tax ReportSL-304
WI Dept  

of Revenue2022

 Municipality
 Co-muni code  County Municipality  Due date  Report type

35251 CITY OF MERRILL LINCOLN May 1, 2023 ORIGINAL

  Section A: Room Tax Collection

            % 

 1. Room tax collected in
            %  2. Room tax rate imposed as of December 31, 

 3. Did your municipality change your room tax rate during         ?
 4. If yes above, provide your municiplaity's prior room tax rate

  Section B: Room Tax Revenue Distributions

Revenues Distributed to Entity or CommissionTourism Entity or Commission

 2. List each tourism entity and commission that received room tax revenues from your municipality

 1. During         , did your municipality forward room tax revenues 
    to a tourism entity or commission for tourism development? 

2022 $121,043
2022 6.00

2022 No

2022
Yes

1. Merrill Tourism Commission $84,647

  Section C: Tourism Entity/Commission Members
 For each tourism entity and commission reported in Section B, you must provide member information including any related business 
 entities. 
   For a tourism commission - list each member 
   For a tourism entity - list each member of its governing body 
   Related business entity - includes a business the member owns, operates or is employed by. Select "None" to indicate the member 
   has no related business entity.

  •

  •

  •

1. Merrill Tourism Commission

First Name Last Name Related Business Entity

Dan Wendorf Merrill Parks & Recreation Dept.

Rick Blake City of Merrill Alderperson

Jeremy Ratliff None

Sue Kunkel Park City Credit UNion

Ketul Patel Cobblestone Hotel

Sarah Gilbert WI DNR - Council Grounds

Page ___ of ___1 4
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Form          Room Tax ReportSL-304
WI Dept  

of Revenue2022

Recipient Name AmountDate Description (optional)

 Section D: Tourism Promotion/Development Expenditures
 1. Of the room tax revenue forwarded for tourism promotion and tourism development, report all expenditures of $1,000 or more made 
      by a tourism commission and tourism entity.  
 To report your expenditures, you must:  
    Attach an expenditure report as a PDF, and/or 
    Enter each expenditure below 
 Note: These expenditures are provided to your municipality by a tourism entity and tourism commission. 

  •

  •

01/14/2022 Merrill Area Chamber of
Commerce

$4,800 Service Fees - 1st
(Admin/Rent/Phone/IT/Website)

03/24/2022 Merrill Area Chamber of
Commerce

$1,397 Hotel - WIGCOT

04/12/2022 Merrill Area Chamber of
Commerce

$4,800 Service Fees - 2nd
(Admin/Rent/Phone/IT/Website)

05/26/2022 Merrill Ice Drags $5,000 Advertising Grant

06/13/2022 Close Publication $1,000 Fun in Wisconsin - Winter

07/15/2022 Merrill Area Chamber of
Commerce

$4,800 Service Fees - 3rd
(Admin/Rent/Phone/IT/Website)

08/07/2022 Wisconsin River Pro Rodeo $12,500 Advertising Grant

08/07/2022 Shrpa LLC $2,000 Core Platform Subscription

08/22/2022 Merrill Area Chamber of
Commerce

$1,990 ThinkLocal App

09/09/2022 Lincoln County Fair
Association

$12,500 Advertising Grant

09/09/2022 Black Squirrel Scurry $1,000 Advertising Grant

10/10/2022 JR VBR - Outdoor Network $1,000 Outdoor Network - Snowtrack

10/10/2022 Close Publication $3,400 2023 Website - Harley - Bike -
Snowmobile - Summer

10/19/2022 Merrill Chamber $4,800 Service Fees - 4th
(Admin/Rent/Phone/IT/Website)

Page ___ of ___2 4
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Form          Room Tax ReportSL-304
WI Dept  

of Revenue2022

Recipient Name AmountDate Description (optional)

 Section D: Tourism Promotion/Development Expenditures
 1. Of the room tax revenue forwarded for tourism promotion and tourism development, report all expenditures of $1,000 or more made 
      by a tourism commission and tourism entity.  
 To report your expenditures, you must:  
    Attach an expenditure report as a PDF, and/or 
    Enter each expenditure below 
 Note: These expenditures are provided to your municipality by a tourism entity and tourism commission. 

  •

  •

10/21/2022 Lincoln Lager BarleyFest $2,500 Advertising Grant

Attachments:

 1. Did your municipality collect room tax on May 13, 1994?
 2. You must attach (PDF files), unless provided in a prior year:

Room tax ordinance in effect on May 13, 1994

  Section E: 1994 Documentation

No

Municipality's financial statement closest to May 13, 1994 showing the percentage of room tax revenues retained by the municipality 
for purposes other than tourism promotion and development

Page ___ of ___3 4
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Form          Room Tax ReportSL-304
WI Dept  

of Revenue2022

Preparer/Contact Information
 Preparer name  Preparer title  Preparer phone  Preparer email
Kathy Unertl Finance Director (715) 536-5594 kathy.unertl@ci.merrill.wi.us

Comments

Contact Information
 Contact name  Contact title  Contact phone  Contact email
Kathy Unertl Finance Director (715) 536-5594 kathy.unertl@ci.merrill.wi.us

Submission Information

     Co-muni code:

  Submission date:

         Confirmation:

  Submission type:

 You successfully submitted your report. Save and/or print a copy for your records.

35251

03-15-2023 11:41 AM

RT20220929O1678898514127

ORIGINAL
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City of Merrill 

Meeting of Redevelopment Authority (RDA) 
  

Wednesday, May 3, 2023 at 8:00 a.m. 
City Hall Common Council Chambers 

 
RDA Present:             Steve Hass, Clyde Nelson, Mark Bares, Steve Sabatke, and Rebecca 
   Rutkowski 
 
RDA Excused:  Tony Kusserow and Jim Koppelman      
   
Others:   Alderpersons Mark Weix and LaDonna Fermanich, City Clerk Lori 

Anderson-Malm, Finance Director Kathy Unertl, City Attorney Tom 
Hayden, City Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey. City   
Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel, Police Chief       
Corey Bennett, Bill Bialecki from Lincoln County Economic Development 
Corp. (LCEDC), and video operator from Merrill Productions 

 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Hass called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m.  
 
 
Consider approval of RDA meeting minutes from March 1, 2023: 
 
Motion (Bares/Nelson) to approve the meeting minutes from March 1.   Carried.   
 
RDA Commissioners also reviewed the March 26, 2023 Joint Common Council/RDA meeting 
minutes regarding Brooke’s School of Dance, LLC redevelopment project. 
 
 
Public Comments:  None. 
 
 
Status update on residential developments: 
 
Unertl highlight status of residential developments.  Three new single-family homes are under 
construction on Johnson St.  JJ Premier is planning construction of three new single-family 
homes on Parkview Dr.   
 
Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey advised that Ryan Ott potentially could build six 
additional new homes on Johnson St. in 2023.  Ott would like to discuss future development 
land options at the next RDA Commission meeting. 
 
 
Continued review of procedure and marketing for $10,000 new housing incentive 
program: 
 
The program is for new single-family or duplex residential development on privately-owned lots. 
All areas within the City of Merrill are eligible. The incentive is up to 5% of preliminary 
assessment valuation (maximum of $10,000).  The Merrill Common Council authorized the 
program on July 13, 2021. 
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Continued review of procedure and marketing for $10,000 new housing incentive 
program (Continued): 
 
 
Unertl reported that a house assessed at $200,000 would pay $5,877 in property tax annually.  
So, the payback if new home is within a TID is less than two years.  If outside TID boundary, the 
payback is about three years.  Chair Hass reported that the incentive program application form 
is being provided with City Building Permit information. 
 
Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey emphasized that builders have commented upon the 
profit difference between building homes in Wausau-area vs. Merrill.  LCEDC Executive Director 
Bialecki reported that housing is challenge throughout the entire region.  Other communities are 
looking at Merrill’s residential development successes.   
 
 
New Home – 1804 E. 12th St.: 
 
The completed residential incentive program application form from Lea Beckman was included 
in the agenda packet.  The property is within ½ mile of TID No. 10 boundary.  Building Permit 
application construction estimate was for $140,000.  This is fifth new home on privately-owned 
property eligible for the residential incentive program since July 2021. 
 
 
Next RDA Meeting:  Wednesday, June 7th at 8:00 a.m.  
 
 
Closed Session: 
 
Chair Hass read:  The RDA may convene in closed session per Wis. Stats. Sec. 19.85(1)(e) – 
deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or 
conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require 
a closed session to consider: Negotiation of potential sale terms for City-owned vacant land to 
facilitate new commercial development (TID No. 4 at southeast corner of Pine Ridge Plaza). 

Motion (Nelson/Rutkowski) to move to Closed Session.  Carried 5-0 on roll call vote at    
8:22 a.m. 

Information was presented by LCEDC Executive Director Bill Bialecki on the offer to purchase 
the land and proposed construction of new commercial building.  RDA Commissioners proposed 
a potential sale price, as well as discussed potentially listing the site with a commercial real 
estate broker. 

There will be further discussion of options at the next RDA Commission meeting. 
 
 
Adjournment:  (Bares/Hass) to adjourn at 8:40 a.m. Carried. 

 

Minutes prepared by RDA Secretary Kathy Unertl 
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CITY OF MERRILL 
1004 EAST FIRST STREET 
MERRILL, WI 54452-2586 

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2023- 
Introduced: 
1st Reading: 
2nd Reading: 
3rd Reading: 
Committee/Commission Action: 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 
The Common Council of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, does ordain as follows: 
 

Section 1. Chapter 26, Article V, Section 26-134 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of 
Merrill is amended to read as follows: 
 

Sec. 26-134. Habitual truancy. 

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall 
have the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly 
indicates a different meaning:  

 Acceptable excuse means an acceptable excuse as defined in Wis. Stats. §§ 118.15 
and 118.16(4).  

 Habitual truant means a pupil who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse 
for part or all of five or more days on which school is held during a school semester.  

 Truant means a pupil who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse for part or 
all of any day on which school is held during a school semester.  

(b) Truancy prohibited. A child is prohibited from being either a habitual truant or truant.  

(c) Penalty—Habitual truant. Upon finding that a child is a habitual truant, the court may 
 enter a dispositional order making one or more of the following dispositions authorized 
 by Wis. Stats. § 118.163, and/or Wis. Stats. § 938.342, or their successor statutes:  

AN ORDINANCE:  
 
Re: Amending Chapter 26, Article V, Section 26-

134 Habitual truancy 
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 (1) Suspend the child's operating privilege, as pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 340.01(40),  
  for not less than 30 days nor more than one year. The judge shall immediately  
  take possession of the suspended license and forward it to the state department  
  of transportation, together with a notice stating the reason for and duration of the  
  suspension.  

 (2) Order the child to participate in counseling, community service or a supervised  
  work program under Wis. Stats. § 938.34(5g). The costs of any such counseling,  
  supervised work program or other community service work may be assessed  
  against the person, the parent or guardian, or both.  

 (3) Order the child to remain at home, except during the hours in which the child is  
  attending religious worship or a school program, including travel time required to  
  get to and from the school program or place of worship. The order may permit a  
  child to leave his home if the child is accompanied by a parent or guardian.  

 (4) Order the child to attend an education program under Wis. Stats. § 938.34(7d),  
  or its successor statute.  

 (5) Order the department of workforce development to revoke, under Wis. Stats. §  
  103.72, a permit under Wis. Stats. § 103.70, authorizing the employment of the  
  child.  

 (6) Order the child to be placed in a teen court program as described in Wis. Stats. § 
  938.342(1g)(f).  

 (7) Order the child to attend school.  

 (8) Impose a forfeiture not to exceed $500.00 plus costs, subject to Wis. Stats. § 
 938.37. All or part of the forfeiture, plus costs may be assessed against the child, the 
 parents or guardian, or both.  

 (9) Impose any other reasonable conditions consistent with this section, including a  
  curfew, restrictions as to going to or remaining on specified premises and   
  restrictions on associating with other juveniles or adults.  

 (10) Order the child to be placed under formal or informal supervision, as described in 
  Wis. Stats. § 938.34(2), for up to one year.  

 (11) Order the person to report to a youth report center after school, in the evening,  
  on weekends, on other nonschool days, or at any other time that the juvenile is  
  not under immediate adult supervision, for participation in the social, behavioral,  
  academic, community service, and other programming of the center.  

In the event that the child violates the dispositional order issued pursuant to this subsection, the 
court may issue an order for sanctions, including secure detention, pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 
938.355(6m), or the municipal court may petition the court assigned to exercise jurisdiction 
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under Wis. Stats. chs. 48 and 938, for an order for sanctions, including secure detention, 
pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 938.355(6m).  

(d) Same—Truancy. Upon finding that a child is truant, the court may enter a dispositional 
order making one or more of the following dispositions authorized by Wis. Stats. §§ 
118.163, 938.342(1d) or their successor statutes:  

(1) An order for the child to attend school.  
(2) A forfeiture of not more than $50.00 plus costs for a first violation, or a forfeiture of 

not more than $100.00 plus costs for any second or subsequent violation 
committed within 12 months of a previous violation, subject to Wis. Stats. § 
938.37, and subject to a maximum cumulative forfeiture amount of not more than 
$500.00 plus costs for all violations committed during a school semester. All or 
part of the forfeiture plus costs may be assessed against the child, the parents or 
guardian, or both.  

(3) Order the person to report to a youth report center after school, in the evening, on 
weekends, on other nonschool days, or at any other time that the person is not 
under immediate adult supervision, for participation in the social, behavioral, 
academic, community service, and other programming of the center.  

(e) School attendance. No person shall, having under his control a child who is between the 
ages of six and 18 years, allow that child to be in noncompliance with Wis. Stats. § 118.15, 
or its successor statute.  

(f) Contribution to truancy. No person 17 years of age or older, by any act or omission, shall 
knowingly encourage or contribute to the truancy or habitual truancy of a child. An act or 
omission contributes to the truancy or habitual truancy of a child, whether or not the child is 
so adjudged, if the natural and probable consequences of that act or omission would be to 
cause the child to be truant.  

(g) Penalty—When not specified. Violations of this section for which no penalty is set forth 
shall be punishable as set forth in section 1-7.  

Section 2. Severability.  In the event any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of 
this ordinance is for any reason held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent 
provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance. It 
is the legislative intent of the Common Council that this ordinance would have been adopted 
if such illegal provision had not been included or any illegal application had not been made. 

Section 3. Repeal and Effective Date.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances and resolu-
tions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect from and 
after its passage and publication. 

 
 
 

 
 
Moved by: 

 
Adopted: 

 
Approved: 

 
Published: 
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Approved: 
 
 
Steve J. Hass, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
Lori Anderson-Malm, City Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO. ______ 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A FINAL PLAT FOR SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT LOCATED ON JOHNSON STREET IN THE CITY OF MERRILL 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Merrill ("The Applicant") has applied for final approval of a 

subdivision plat pursuant to Code of Ordinances Sec.111-114, 115 for land located in 
CM’s First Addition, a subdivision plat being part of the Southwest ¼ of the Northeast ¼ 
and all of Lot 4 of Certified Survey Map Number 559835, Recorded as Document 
Number 559835, filed in the Lincoln County Register of Deed Office; All located in the 
Southwest ¼ of the Northeast ¼ of Section 7, Township 31 North, Range 7 East in the 
City of Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin; and  

WHEREAS, The City Plan Commission considered the application at a meeting 
on May 2, 2023; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 9th day of May 2023, that: 

1. The Common Council Adopts the City Plan Commissions findings and 
incorporates them into this resolution. 

2. The final plat of Single Family Residential Development on Johnson Street 
presented by City of Merrill and prepared by Joshua Prentice for REI and 
involving a subdivision plat pursuant to Code of Ordinances Sec.111-114, 
115 for land located in CM’s First Addition, a subdivision plat being part of 
the Southwest ¼ of the Northeast ¼ and all of Lot 4 of Certified Survey 
Map Number 559835, Recorded as Document Number 559835, filed in 
the Lincoln County Register of Deed Office; All located in the Southwest ¼ 
of the Northeast ¼ of Section 7, Township 31 North, Range 7 East in the 
City of Merrill, Lincoln County, Wisconsin is hereby approved. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED That the applicant, City of Merrill City Clerk is 
directed to record the final plat with the Lincoln County Register of Deeds in accordance 
with the requirement of Chapter 111, Article II, Section 111-115 of the Code of 
Ordinances of the City of Merrill. 

        CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN 

Recommended by:  City Plan 
Commission       __________________________ 
        Steve J. Hass 
Moved: _________________    Mayor 
 
Passed: _________________ 
        __________________________ 
        Lori Anderson-Malm 
        City Clerk 
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	Agenda Packet
	To attend remotely call 812-329-4138  PIN 677 872 023 #
	I. Call to Order
	II. Invocation
	9949 : Sister Celine - Holy Cross Sisters

	III. Pledge of Allegiance
	IV. Roll Call
	V. Public Comment
	VI. Minutes from previous meeting:
	9941 : Consider placing the minutes from the April 11th Common Council meeting on file.
	a. 2023-04-11 Council Minutes


	VII. Revenue & Expense Reports:
	9942 : March 2023 Revenue & Expense Reports
	a. Revenue  Expense Reports - 2023-04


	VIII. General Agenda Items:
	1. 9943 : Consider a street use permit for Golden Harvest Market for June 3, 2023
	a. Street Use Permit Golden Harvest

	2. 9955 : Consider lifting the hiring freeze for the Police Department.

	IX. Health & Safety Committee:
	9944 : Consider three temporary Class "B" picnic licenses for the Lincoln County Rodeo
	a. Picnic License-Lincoln Co Rodeo Assn


	X. City Planning Commission:
	1. 9954 : Consider request to rezone 100 N Polk Street from Public to Business
	a. Public Hearing Notice

	2. 9945 : Consider the approval of the final plat for CM's first addition (aka Johnson Street).
	a. Johnson St Final Plat


	XI. Tourism Commission - Annual Report Presentation
	1. 9946 : Tourism Report - 2022
	a. report on tourism - common council 2023

	2. 9947 : Tourism Room Tax - SL304 for 2022
	a. Room Tax - SL-304 for 2022


	XII. Place Committee Reports on File:
	9948 : Consider placing the following committee reports on file:
	a. Monthly Reports
	b. 2023-05-03 RDA Minutes


	XIII. Ordinances:
	9950 : Consider an Ordinance amending Chapter 26, Article V, Section 26-134 Habitual Truancy
	a. Ordinance amending Habitual Truancy


	XIV. Resolutions:
	9956 : A Resolution approving a final plat for single family residential development located on Johnson St
	a. Res Johnson St Final Plat


	XV. Mayor's Appointments:
	9951 : Chris Gruenenwald to the Library Board replacing Jim Wedemeyer
	9952 : Reappoint Darcy Dalsky to Library Board - term to expire 06/30/2026

	XVI. Mayor's Communications:
	9953 : Permission to appoint the Festival Grounds Manager to the Marketing & Communications Committee

	XVII. Adjournment
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