
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA ● WEDNESDAY MARCH 29, 2023 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

 To attend remotely call 475-239-1580  PIN 857 314 224 # 

I. Call to Order 

II. Consider approval of minutes from previous meeting: 

1. Minutes from March 1, 2023 meeting   

III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items: 

1. Water and Sewer Vouchers   

2. Water and Sewer Operations Monthly Report - Utility Superintendent 
Steinagel   

3. Consider placing Water and Sewer Vouchers and Monthly Report on file   

IV. Street Department Items: 

1. Street Department Vouchers   

2. Consider placing Street Department vouchers on file   

3. Discuss and consider an update to the Street Opening Permit   

4. Continued discussion and consideration the West Side Bus Stop.  This is 
being brought back from last month's meeting.   

5. Consider a request from BMO Bank to install a pneumatic tube across the 
alley right-of-way between the bank and drive-thru located at 900 E Main St.   

V. Monthly Reports: 

1. Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel   

2. Monthly Report - Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey   

3. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack   

4. Monthly Report - Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VI. Determine date and time of next meeting: 

 Wednesday, April 26 at 5:15 PM   

VII. Public Comment 

VIII. Adjournment 



 
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
WEDNESDAY, March 1, 2023 - MINUTES 

Regular Meeting    City Hall Council Chambers   5:15 p.m. 
 

 Members Present:  Mayor Hass, Alderpersons Sabatke, Lupton and Rick  
  
 Others Present:  City Attorney Hayden, Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey, Street 

Superintendent Bonack, Utility Superintendent Steinagel, Street & Weed Commissioner  
Liberty, City Clerk Anderson-Malm, Alderperson Weix, Dave Schumitsch from Merrill 
Gravel & Construction Co. and Merrill Productions. 

 
 Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel was excused 
  
I. Call to Order - Mayor Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.   
 
II.  Consider approval of meeting minutes from January 25, 2023  
 A motion to approve the January 25th minutes was made by Alderperson Rick.  The 

motion was seconded by Alderperson Lupton and was carried.  
 
III.  Water and Sewer Agenda Items: 
 1.  Water and Sewer Vouchers 
 Alderperson Lupton motioned to place the Water and Sewer vouchers on file.  

Alderperson Rick seconded and the motion carried. 
 
 2.  Water and Sewer Operation Monthly Report – Steinagel 
 Utility Superintendent Steinagel highlighted some items on his report.   
 
IV.  Street Department Agenda Items: 
 1. Street Department Vouchers 
 Alderperson Rick made a motion to approve the Street Department vouchers.  

Alderperson Lupton seconded and the motion carried. 
 
 2.  Discussion and consideration on proposed cart fee update   
 Street Superintendent Bonack spoke about the updates for the Ordinance regarding 

recycling/garbage carts left on boulevards. 
 
 Mayor Hass made a motion to accept the proposed cart fee update and send to the 

Common Council.  Alderperson Rick seconded and the motion carried. 
  
 3.  Discussion and consideration on the West Side bus stop concern 
 Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty spoke on the reason for the bus stop.  Police Chief 

Bennett will monitor the area.  It was recommended this item be brought back to the 
April meeting to review. 
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 4.  Consider 2023 Micro Surfacing bids 
 Street Superintendent Bonack discussed the bids received for Micro Surfacing.  He 

recommended the bid be awarded to Struck and Irwin Paving, Inc.  
 
 Alderperson Rick made a motion to accept the bid for micro surfacing to Struck and Iwin 

Paving.  Alderperson Lupton seconded and the motion carried. 
 
 5.  Discuss and consider bids for the following projects: 
 a.  Webster Street paving – Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey discussed the bids 

for the Webster Street paving project.  Alderperson Sabatke questioned where the 
funds are coming from for these projects. 

 
 Alderperson Lupton made a motion to accept the bid from Northeast Asphalt, Inc. for 

the Webster Street paving.  Alderperson Rick seconded for discussion.  After further 
discussion the motion passed on a 3-1 vote.  Alderperson Sabatke voted no. 

 
 b.  E 10th Street reconstruction – PWDCE Akey discussed the bids for this project.  

Alderperson Sabatke spoke about budget concerns for these projects and stated he will 
vote accordingly.  PWDCE Akey stated he cannot estimate bids due to inflation and the 
bids came in 21% higher than last year. 

 
 Alderperson Lupton made a motion to accept the bid from Merrill Gravel Construction 

for $685,326.75 for the E 10th Street reconstruction.  Alderperson Rick seconded.  The 
motion carried on a 3-1 vote.  Alderperson Sabatke voted no. 

 
 c.  O’day Street reconstruction – PWDCE Akey explained the estimates for this project.  

Dave from Merrill Gravel was asked to speak regarding the bids.  He explained there was 
a 20% increase from last year.  Suppliers are quoting the list price and not holding 
prices.  He also stated these prices will not decrease. 

 
 Alderperson Sabatke stated his concern with budget constraints for these projects. 
 Alderperson Sabatke made a motion to disapprove this project due to budget 

constraints.  The motion died for lack of a second. 
 
 Alderperson Lupton made a motion to accept the bid of $506,039.13 from Merrill Gravel 

Construction for the O’day Street reconstruction.  Alderperson Rick seconded and the 
motion carried on a 3-1 vote.  Alderperson Sabatke voted no.  

  
V.  Monthly Reports: 
 Monthly Report – Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel – he was excused 

from the meeting.  His report was included in the packet. 
 
 Monthly Report – Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey – The report was included 

in the packet.  Items were highlighted.  There were no additional questions. 
 
 Monthly Report – Street Superintendent Bonack – his report was in the packet.  Items 

were highlighted.  There were no additional questions. 
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 Monthly Report – Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty – his report was in the agenda 

packet.  He stated there is cleanup ongoing from last week’s snow storm. 
 
 Alderperson Lupton made a motion to place all monthly reports on file.  Alderperson 

Rick seconded and the motion carried. 
   
VI.  Determine date and time of next meeting: 
 The next regular meeting will be Wednesday, March 29 at 5:15 PM 
  
VII.  Public Comment 
 There was no public comment  
  
VIII.  Adjournment 
 Alderperson Rick made a motion to adjourn.  Alderperson Lupton seconded and the 

motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:39 PM. 
 

Prepared by:  Lori L Anderson-Malm - City Clerk 
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STREET OPENING PERMIT APPLICATION 

CITY OF MERRILL 
1004 E First St, Merrill, WI  54452 

NOTE:  This complete permit shall be submitted a minimum of three (3) days prior to beginning 

work.  Emergency situations will be addressed on an individual basis. 

 
Address at Street Opening & Property Owner________________________________________________ 

 

Excavator /Applicant owner_____________________________  Phone No._________________ 

 

Address   ___________________________________________  Phone  #___________________ 

 

Plumber/Utility______________________________________   License #__________________ 

 

Property Owner and contact number__________________________________________________ 

 

 

You must call DIGGER’S Hotline (800-242-8511) at least 72 hours prior to beginning work 

 

DIGGER No.__________________ Date Called______________ Date work to be done: ____________ 

 

Purpose of Street Opening: 

    
_____ ¾” Water Service  _____   4” Sewer Service  ____ Sewer Service 

 

____ Elec. Service    

  

_____  1” Water Service  _____   6” Sewer Service  _____ Gas Service    

 

 _____   1½” Water Service  _____ Water Service   _____ Other 
 
Note:  All water and sewer services must be installed by a licensed plumber.  City of Merrill Utility personnel are required to make all sewer and 

water taps and connections to mains.  Utility connections may require additional Tap Fees.  Contact the Utility Department at 715-536-6561 for 
additional information and to schedule the work.  Owner’s Contractor shall be responsible for all excavation to expose appropriate utility and 

provide all trench protection.  City personnel will not enter unsafe excavations. 

 

Check all items to be disturbed: 
    

____ Asphalt Roadway   ____ Concrete Roadway      _____ Gravel Roadway     _____ Trees  

 

____ Sidewalk     _____ Curb and Gutter     ______ Blvd    ___ Other _____________________ 

 

Disturbed items to be replaced by: 
 

Property Owner  (see restrictions) _____ Street Department (subject to assessment fees)_____ 

 

*All repairs completed by property owner must be completed by November 1 of the same year. Any 

concrete work not done by the Street Department must be completed by a licensed contractor bonded with 

the City of Merrill. All road replacement will be completed by the Street Department.  
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Permit Fee (must be submitted at time of Application): 

Permit Boulevard Fee:   $35.00      Property Owner is responsible for all final restoration in boulevard to include grading 

and raking, replacing topsoil, and installing seed and straw mulch over all landscaped and lawn areas disturbed by construction.  

 

Permit Gravel Roadway Fee:   $125.00      Backfilling of excavation in roadway with suitable excavated material 

compacted in place and installation of 10” of Compacted Aggregate Base within roadway  areas to 1½” above existing pavement 

at completion of the excavation is the responsibility of the Excavator (as agent for Owner). 

 

Permit Fee:   $65.00    If applicable, initial fee covers ONLY aggregate base material and final shaping 

and grading with road repair patch by City Personnel at a later date (not boulevard repairs). Road repair 

patches will be assessed at the current price per square foot of roadway disturbed. Backfilling of 

excavation in pavement with suitable excavated material compacted in place and installation of  10” of 

compacted aggregate base within paved areas to 1½” above existing pavement at completion of the 

excavation shall be the responsibility of the Excavator (as agent for Owner).  
Excavator (as agent for Owner) is also responsible for the cost of concrete streets, curb and gutter and sidewalk repairs 

 

Assessment Rates: 

 
Curb and Gutter Replacement -- $61.04/ft 4” Sidewalk Replacement --     $7.92/sf 

Boulevard Restoration --               $1.08/sf 6” Sidewalk Replacement --     $8.93/sf 

Asphalt Road Replacement --       $6.00/sf Concrete Road Replacement -- $8.33/sf 

 

Concrete Pavement Restoration at actual cost of labor, materials and equipment as 

determined by Street Commissioner. 
 

Excavator’s Consent (as Applicant and/or agent for Owner): 

 
As a condition of receiving a Street Opening Permit, the Excavator (as applicant and/or agent of Owner) 

is responsible to have any damaged improvements, including pavement, sidewalk, curb, or gutter repaired 

or replaced. 

 

As the Excavator (as applicant and/or agent of Owner), I hereby request repairs within the street if 

damaged as a result of installation of underground improvements at the property located at the above 

referenced address.  I agree to pay the prevailing assessment rate in accordance with the City of Merrill 

policies. 

 

As the Excavator (as applicant and/or agent of Owner), I further agree that all work is to be completed 

within thirty days from the date of approval of this permit and the street restored to as good a condition as 

before street opening or excavation was made, as set forth in City of Merrill Code of Ordinances 32-88.  

In no case is street opening or excavation to be kept open for any longer period than is necessary to 

complete the work and owner is subject to all laws and ordinances of the City, as included in Chapter 32-

88 of Code of Ordinances. 

 

Excavator’s Signature ___________________________________  Date           /          /          

 
Please contact the Street Department at 715-536-4222 with questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bond and Insurance  

  (For Contractors and Utility Companies Only) 
 

Cash Bond: Yes _____ No _____ Date ____/____/____ Amount___________ 

 

Insurance Policy: Yes_____ No_____ Expiration Date           /          /          
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Approved by__________________________________ Date__________________ 

 

Issued to_____________________________________ Date__________________  

 

Receipt Number________________    Expiration Date           /          /          
                              (30 days from date of approval) 
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900 East Main Street 

Merrill, Wisconsin 54452 
 

 
 

Prepared By: 
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Summary 

       
BMO Bank is looking to install pneumatic tubes from the existing drive‐thru lanes into the existing bank. 
This would require for them to go over the public alley way.  We have attached some general information 
regarding how this might be completed.  We are looking for your approval to complete this task and will 
need to know what requirements we need to follow to receive approval. (clearance height, appearance, ect.) 

 

 

 

Site 
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Alley View 
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Examples 
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                       CITY OF MERRILL 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

March 29th, 2023 

Street Dept. Work 
See report from Dustin Bonack 
 
Engineering 
 
-2023 project bids and awarded.  O’Day Street project delayed and will be re-bid in 2024. 
 
-Housing Development planning. 
 
-Reviewing sustainable level of service considering budget constraints. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Roderick J. Akey, PE 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer 
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