
CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA ● MONDAY MARCH 22, 2021 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

I. To attend remotely, call 502-667-4189 and PIN 624 850 272 #. 

II. Call to Order  

III. COVID-19 Reports 

IV. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

2. Vouchers   

V. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Change of Agent application from Krist Oil Company, naming Amy J. Sazalar 
the Agent for Krist Food Mart #88, 105 S. Center Avenue.   

VI. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Review of and potential action(s) on existing liquor license for Allen Shidell for 
El Mariachi, 608 East Second Street.   

2. Review Executive Summary Ambulance Transfer Report   

3. Consider resolution adopting the Merrill Safe Routes to School Plan.  On 
March 9th, 2021, the Common Council referred this resolution back to the 
Health and Safety Committee.  

VII. Minutes & Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of the following 2021 meetings: January 25, February 2 and February 
22   

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society (None submitted yet this 
month)   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VIII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

IX. Public Comment Period 

X. Adjournment  
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE MERRILL SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PLAN 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Merrill supports policies and programs that focus on 
health and wellness and healthier community environments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the health and safety of children is of highest concern to the citizens 
of the City of Merrill; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Safe Routes to School efforts help remove barriers to walking and 
biking to school, and reduce traffic congestion and speed in and around schools; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Merrill has developed a Safe Routes To School (SRTS) 
Plan for the dual purposes of serving as a guide for future programming and 
infrastructure improvements (the 5 E’s of education, encouragement, engineering, 
enforcement, and evaluation), and in order to be eligible for various funding programs 
including the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP grant); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) requires, 
that in order to be eligible for funding of needed projects, municipalities to either create 
or amend their SRTS Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Merrill had members/staff on the SRTS Task Force; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the SRTS Task Force collected data, reviewed the results, and 
provided direction for SRTS Plan development, and then incorporated those results into 
the SRTS Plan; and 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 9th day of March, 2021, that the City of Merrill 
hereby adopts Resolution ______.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Merrill staff is directed to begin 
implementing this SRTS Plan by coordinating efforts among the two governmental 
entities who created this plan (City of Merrill and Merrill Area Public School District). 
 
 
Recommended by: Parks & Recreation   CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN 
Commission and Health & Safety Committee 
        __________________________ 
Moved: __________________    Derek Woellner 
        Mayor 
 
Passed: __________________ 
        __________________________ 
        William N. Heideman 
        City Clerk 
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CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY JANUARY 25, 2021 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday January 25, 2021 

I. Call to Order  

Alderman Russell called the meeting to order at 5:16 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rick Blake Alderperson - Third District  Present  

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Remote  

Mark Weix Alderperson - Seventh District  Remote  

 

Others in attendance (either in-person or remote) included: Mayor Derek Woellner, City 
Administrator Dave Johnson, Fire Chief Josh Klug, Police Chief Corey Bennett, Deputy 
Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck, City Attorney Tom Hayden, Information Technology 
Manager Dustin Brown, Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey, Alderman Steve 
Hass, Allen Shidell and City Clerk Bill Heideman. Merrill Productions was present to 
video tape the meeting.   

 

II. COVID-19 Reports  

Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported that COVID-19 vaccines are scheduled to be 

administered at the Festival Grounds beginning January 26th. Currently, people 65 years of 

age and older are eligible for the vaccine. COVID-19 testing continues.  

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported that everything is “on hold” at this time. The 
case that was due in court has been postponed.  

2. Corrected Fire Department Vouchers   

The corrected vouchers were in the meeting packet. 
 
Fire Chief Klug stated that he would answer questions on the corrected vouchers. There 
were no questions.   

3. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug and Police Chief Bennett answered questions related to the vouchers.  
 
Motion (Russell/Weix) to approve the vouchers and the Fire Department corrected 
vouchers.  
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday January 25, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday January 25, 2021 

RESULT: APPROVED 

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Change of Agent application from Applegreen Midwest, LLC, naming Sheri R. 
Myers the Agent for Express Lane #2328, 702 North Center Avenue.  The 
Health and Safety Committee recommends approval.  

Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Blake/Weix) to approve.   

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 2/9/2021 6:00 PM 

2. Consider application from CR & KM Enterprise, LLC, for a Class "B" (beer) 
and a "Class B" (liquor) license for 1-900, 2501 West Main Street, effective 
February 10, 2021.  The Health and Safety Committee recommends 
approval.  

Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application. 
 
Motion (Blake/Weix) to approve.   

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 2/9/2021 6:00 PM 

3. Review of and potential action(s) on existing liquor license for Allen Shidell for 
El Mariachi, 608 East Second Street.   

On January 12th
, 2021, Police Chief Bennett sent a letter to Allen Shidell, owner of El 

Mariachi, 608 East Second Street. A copy of the letter was in the meeting packet. 

 

The letter explains the City of Merrill ordinances related to liquor licensees being open 

for at least 150 days during the annual license period. El Mariachi has not met the 

qualifications, and therefore Police Chief Bennett is requesting a review of the license. 

 

Allen Shidell explained that he has not opened for business yet. One problem is that he 

has a “hood” that is required over a grill, and he has not been able to locate anyone that 

can or will install the hood. 

 

Motion (Blake/Weix) to instruct Mr. Shidell to open his business within 60 days, or else 

face revocation of his “Class B” and Class “B” licenses. 

RESULT: APPROVED 

V. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Discussion on parking control in the 100 block of N. Pine Street   

No information was in the meeting packet. 
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday January 25, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday January 25, 2021 

Police Chief Bennett stated that he was unsure of the exact nature of this issue/request. 
He suggested that it would be discussed at the Department Head and/or City staff level, 
and ,if necessary, could be considered at a future meeting. There was no objection to his 
suggestion, so no action was taken.   

2. Consider reopening City Hall and other City facilities.  On January 12th, 2021, 
this was referred from the Common Council to the Health and Safety 
Committee.  

Mayor Woellner explained that he is currently using two-week increments when 

assessing COVID-19 levels and possibilities for reopening City facilities. He plans on 

some type of reopening when levels drop to either HIGH or MEDIUM. The current level 

for Lincoln County is VERY HIGH. Lincoln County government currently has all facilities 

open. 

 

Alderman Russell reported that the Health and Safety Committee is allowed to act as a 

Board of Health for the City. He suggested that structural changes to the committee be 

considered, in order to improve addressing of community health and safety issues. 

Alderman Weix stated his opinion that additional health professionals should be added 

as Health and Safety Committee members. Alderman Hass asked whether anyone 

knows if Dr. Gill wants to remain a committee member. 

 

No action was taken at this time. 

3. Discussion and recommendation(s) on ambulance transfers outside the 
service area   

Information was in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug provided verbal detains on the current policies and procedures for 
ambulance transfers outside the service area. There have been two such calls in the last 
two weeks. Fire Chief Klug explained that these type of transfers generate revenue for 
Lincoln County without compromising service.   
 
No action was taken.  

VI. Minutes and Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of December 28, 2020 meeting   

The minutes were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet. Fire Chief Klug addressed the highlights 

of the report. 
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday January 25, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday January 25, 2021 

Due to COVID-19, fire inspections are still postponed. Interviews for the new fire 

inspector position have been completed, and it is anticipated the position will be filled by 

March. 

 

The callback report indicates that callback availability is improving. 

 

The Fire Department assisted in a large barn fire recently. 

 

The Fire Department currently has an adequate supply of Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE). 

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet. Police Chief Bennett addressed the 
highlights of the report.  
 
The Police Department currently has an adequate supply of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE).  
 
Vaccinations have started for Police Department personnel who have opted to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine. Police Chief Bennett is encouraged by the response of staff.  
 
Donated money is being used for expenditures that are not included in the Police 
Department budget.  

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet.  

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Weix/Blake) to place the monthly reports on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Monday, February 22nd at 5:15 P.M., in the City Hall Common Council Chambers.  

VIII. Public Comment Period 

None.  

IX. Adjournment  

Motion (Blake/Weix) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 6:35 P.M.  
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CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2, 2021 

 Special Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:00 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Tuesday February 2, 2021 

I. Call to Order 

Alderman Russell called the meeting to order at 5:01 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rick Blake Alderperson - Third District  Remote  

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Remote  

Mark Weix Alderperson - Seventh District  Present  

 

Other attendees (either in-person or remote) included: Mayor Derek Woellner, City 
Administrator Dave Johnson, Fire Chief Josh Klug, Police Chief Corey Bennett, Deputy 
Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck, City Attorney Tom Hayden, Information Technology 
Manager Dustin Brown, Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod Akey, Alderman Steve 
Sabatke, Alderman Steve Hass, Alderman Mike Rick and City Clerk Bill Heideman.  

 

II. Agenda Items: 

1. Consider recommendation(s) to Common Council on Safe Routes to School 
Plan   

A draft of the plan was in the meeting packet. 

 

Police Chief Bennett reported that this issue is also on the agenda of the February 3rd 

Parks and Recreation Commission meeting. Parks and Recreation Director Dan 

Wendorf has also been working on this. Historically, a “general” type of resolution on the 

plan has been approved by the Common Council. 

 

Alderman Hass stated that adopting a resolution on the plan does not “lock” the City into 

any type of commitment. 

 

Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey stated his opinion that the plan is to be used 

as a guideline when planning projects and developing budgets. He added that approving 

the plan does provide an avenue for obtaining funding. 

 

Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck stated that, to his knowledge, Merrill Area Public Schools 

(MAPS) does not have any major objections to the draft plan. 

 

Alderman Russell stated that Department Heads and the Common Council should be 

involved in considering the plan. 

 

Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck suggested that Dale Bergman be contacted and asked to 

attend a future meeting to discuss this subject. Mr. Bergman is the MAPS Director of 

Buildings and Grounds. Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck then stated that he would 

contact Mr. Bergman and invite him to a future meeting. 
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Minutes Health and Safety Tuesday February 2, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Tuesday February 2, 2021 

 

Fire Chief Klug inquired as to whether parochial schools were included in the plan. 

 

Motion (Blake/Weix) to approve the Safe Routes to School plan, as presented, and refer 

this recommendation to the Common Council. This recommendation to approve would 

be considered by the Common Council in the form of a resolution. 

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Consider recommendation(s) to Common Council on opening of City facilities   

Mayor Woellner expressed surprise that this item was placed on the agenda. He 

reviewed his current plan on potential reopening of facilities. He predicts that Lincoln 

County is close to being classified in the HIGH COVID-19 level rather than VERY HIGH.  

 

Alderman Sabatke shared his opinion that the closing of facilities is not helping to fight 

the COVID-19 pandemic. He added that the continued closure of the Enrichment Center 

is costing the City money.  

 

Note: At this point, Alderman Russell asked Alderman Hass to temporarily run the 

meeting. Later in the meeting, Alderman Russell reassumed chairmanship.  

 

Mayor Woellner stated that the goals on his current policy on closures are to set an 

example and protect the citizens. Alderman Hass agreed with Mayor Woellner.  

 

Alderman Blake and Alderman Weix would like to see reopening plans in place before 

actually reopening takes place.  

 

It was noted that the Mayor has the ultimate authority on this matter. It was agreed that 

more information should be available next week, and that the new information can be 

analyzed before any decisions are made.  

 

No action was taken at this time.    

3. Discuss progress of transforming Health and Safety Committee into Public 
Safety/Board of Public Health   

Alderman Blake explained that the committee members were assigned a task related to 

this agenda item. His task was to determine whether Wisconsin State Statutes allow a 

City to create its own health department. He then read a portion of Wisconsin State 

Statutes Chapter 251. He concluded by stating that it appears that state statutes do not 

allow a City to create its own Health Department. 
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Minutes Health and Safety Tuesday February 2, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Tuesday February 2, 2021 

Alderman Weix reported that he conducted research related to the possibility of including 

more medical professionals on the Health and Safety Committee. He tried to contact Dr. 

Gill to determine whether Dr. Gill wants to remain a committee member, but Dr. Gill was 

out of town. He will also contact other area medical professionals and ask them whether 

they would be interested in serving on the committee. 

 

Alderman Russell stated that these issues need be researched further. 

 

Mayor Woeller remarked that the Health and Safety Committee already has the power to 

act as a Board of Health. 

 

No action was taken. 

III. Public Comment Period 

City Clerk Heideman suggested contacting neighboring municipalities when gathering 

information related the possibility of transforming the Health and Safety Committee into 

Public Safety/Board of Public Health.  

IV. Adjournment  

Motion (Blake/Weix) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 6:02 P.M.   
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CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday February 22, 2021 

I. Call to Order  

Alderman Russell called the meeting to order at 5:15 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rick Blake Alderperson - Third District  Present  

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Remote  

Mark Weix Alderperson - Seventh District  Present  

 

Other attendees (either in-person or remotely) included: City Administrator Dave 
Johnson, Fire Chief Josh Klug, Police Chief Corey Bennett, Deputy Health Officer 
Norbert Ashbeck, City Attorney Tom Hayden, Information Technology Manager Dustin 
Brown, Alderman Mike Rick, Alderman Steve Hass, Lincoln County Emergency 
Management Director September Murphy, Michael Caylor and City Clerk Bill Heideman. 
Merrill Productions was present to videotape the meeting.  

 

II. COVID-19 Reports: 

Alderman Russell reported that he has had discussions with Lincoln County Emergency 

Management Director September Murphy and Lincoln County Health Department Director 

Shelley Hersil regarding the planning of upcoming 2021 summer/fall events. The Lincoln 

County Health Department guidelines will be used when planning these events. 

 

Lincoln County Emergency Management Director Murphy provided a verbal status report on 

the distribution of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). She also gave an update report on 

COVID-19 vaccinations in the area. 

 

City Administrator Johnson reported that all City facilities have been reopened. Masking and 

social distancing protocols are still in effect. 

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

The nuisance complaint summary report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported that the one case on the report is "on hold", 
awaiting the court date.  

2. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to approve.   
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City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday February 22, 2021 

RESULT: APPROVED 

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

 None.   

V. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Consider letter from Class B licensees regarding beer/liquor license fees for 
2021-2022, in light of the economic impact of COVID-19.   

On May 13th, 2020, the Common Council adopted Ordinance #2020-08. This ordinance 
reduced, for the 2020-2021 license year only, the fee for a Class “B” license ($100 to 
zero) and reduced the fee for a “Class B” license ($500 to $50). This reduction was done 
in light of the negative economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
A letter signed by 13 “Class B” and Class “B” licensees was in the meeting packet. The 
letter requested that, due to the continuing negative economic impact that the COVID-19 
pandemic is having on their businesses, a reduction in “Class B” and Class “B” license 
fees again be considered for the 2021-2022 license year.   
 
Alderman Russell requested that the rules be suspended to allow floor privileges to 
anyone who wanted to speak on this issue. Without objection, it was so ordered.  
 
Michael Caylor stated that COVID-19 continues to have a negative economic impact, 
and that a reduction in the license fees would certainly aid these businesses financially.   
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to decrease, for the 2021-2022 license year, the fee for a Class “B” 

license from $100 to zero and the fee for a “Class B” license from $500 to $50.                    

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 3/9/2021 6:00 PM 

VI. Monthly Reports: 

1. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug reported that the Fire Department is increasingly using social media to 
share information with the public.  
 
The new Fire Inspector position has been filled, and it is anticipated that fire inspections 
will resume in March.  
 
More than half of the staff have received their COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 
The Fire Department provided assistance at a recent fire.  
 
Fire Chief Klug answered a question on response times.  
 
The Fire Department currently has an adequate supply of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE).   
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City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday February 22, 2021 

2. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet. 
 
Police Chief Bennett reported that the new officer, Bryan Allen, has started work and is 
doing well.  
 
Two retirements are pending. One of the positions vacated by the retirements will be 
filled in April and the other will be filled in June. Upon Mark Heckendorf’s retirement, 
Janie Jaeger will be replacing him as School Resource Officer.   
 
The Police Department currently has an adequate supply of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE).  

3. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

The monthly report was in the meeting packet.  

4. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Blake/Weix) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Monday, March 22nd, 2021 at 5:15 P.M. in the City Hall Common Council Chambers.  

VIII. Public Comment Period 

None.  

IX. Adjournment  

Motion (Blake/Weix) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 5:41 P.M.  
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