
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA ● WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 23, 2022 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

 To attend remotely, call 224-676-3556 and PIN 309 513 974# 

1. Call to Order 

2. Water & Sewer Agenda Items: 

1. Water and Sewer Vouchers   

2. Water and Sewer Operations Report   

3. Background Information & Public Communication Guidance on PFAS   

3. BPW Agenda items: 

1. Board of Public Works Vouchers   

2. Consider bids received 2/17/2022 for M2022-01 street projects   

3. Consideration of Ordinance Amendment-Chapter 30:  Solid Waste & 
Recycling related to roll out carts 

4. Consideration of Ordinance Amendment - Chapter 16: Solid Waste & 
Recycling Fees   

5. Consideration of a Resolution authorizing the vacation of an alley located in 
part of H.W. Wright Lumber Company's Addition (Requested by West 
Chippewa LLC)   

6. Request from Christine Vorpagel for "No Mow May"   

4. Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m.  

1. 2022 Special Assessments   

5. Monthly Reports 

1. Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel   

2. Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey   

3. Street Superintendent Bonack   

4. Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

6. Next Meeting - Determine date and time 

7. Public Comment Period 

8. Adjournment 
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2022 Street/Utility Projects 

Three bids were received for 2022 street/utility projects. The projects include N. Mill Street, E. 10th Street, N. 

Poplar Street, Spruce Street, Parkway Drive, E. 3
rd

 Street, Chippewa Street, N. State Street, Michler Crest, and 

Smith Street. 

The three bidders were: 

Haas Sons, Inc. Thorp, WI at $2,346,351.97 

Switlick & Sons, Inc. Athens, WI at $2,661,543.00 

Merrill Gravel & Construction Co. Merrill, WI at $1,970,380.51 

The low bid was Merrill Gravel & Construction Co. with a bid of $1,970,380.51. It is the recommendation of staff 

that construction of the 2022 street/utility projects be awarded to Merrill Gravel & Construction Co. at their bid 

price.  
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CITY OF MERRILL 

1004 EAST FIRST STREET 
MERRILL, WI 54452-2586 

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2022- 
Introduced: 
1st Reading: 
2nd Reading: 
3rd Reading: 
Committee/Commission Action: 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

 
The Common Council of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, does ordain as follows: 
 

Section 1. Chapter 30, Article I, Section 30-1 through 30-30 and Article II, Section 30-31 
through 30-35 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of Merrill is amended to read as 
follows: 
 

Article I – In General 

Sec. 30-1. Purpose; administration. 

In order to promote health and sanitation and in order to promote the public welfare of the 
city, the collection of solid waste shall be under the administration and jurisdiction of the city as 
provided in this chapter.  

Sec. 30-2. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning:  

Board means the board of public works of the city.  

Business means a for-profit enterprise which occupies a separate building or portion of a 
building and which has a separate personal property tax account shall be classified as a 
separate business.  

Collector means any city employee, or licensed hauler engaged in the collecting or 
transporting of recyclable or landfill waste to either a processing center or landfill. The term 
"collector" shall also include an individual collecting or transporting recyclable or landfill waste 
generated by the individual or the individual's family to either a processing center or landfill.  

AN ORDINANCE: Board of Public Works 
 
Re: Amending Chapter 30, Article I, Section 30-1 

through 30-30 and Article II, Section 30-31 
through 30-35 Solid Waste and Recycling 
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Commercial property means any property subject to the state building code adopted by 
section 105-51(a) and contained on one property tax parcel. For example by way of illustration, 
but not limited to, retail stores, professional offices, manufacturing plants, restaurants, hotels, 
motels, service stations, automobile dealers, as well as other like uses.  

Commercial waste means any waste material that accumulates in or upon property used 
by a business for wholesale or retail purposes.  

Container means any can, bin, bag, dumpster, unit or other similar device used for 
temporary storage and collection of solid waste that is approved for said purpose by the city.  

Curbside means where there is intended to be the boulevard area between the curb and 
gutter of the road and sidewalk or the shoulder of the road or other location approved by the 
street superintendent in writing.  

Dead animals means all dead animals and parts thereof.  

Demolition and construction wastes means scrap lumber, pipes, brick, masonry, rock, 
concrete, roofing materials, doors, windows and similar materials.  

Garbage means ashes; crockery; non-recyclable tin cans, bottles, glass, and paper; rags; 
and all kinds of organic kitchen wastes resulting from the preparation, use, cooking, handling, 
dealing in, or storing of meats, fish, fowl, or vegetables; and all decayed or spoiled food 
products from any source whatsoever.  

Household rubbish means discarded furniture, rugs and carpeting, but shall not include, 
major appliances or items identified as recyclable under state recycling law. Household rubbish 
shall be four feet or less in length and weigh no more than 50 pounds.  

Industrial waste means solid waste that is accumulated or generated in or upon property 
used for manufacturing of a product in any form.  

Landfill wastes means waste products not identified as recyclable by state recycling law or 
otherwise prohibited from being disposed of in any landfill by this chapter.  

Major appliance means a residential or commercial air conditioner, clothes washer, clothes 
dryer, dishwasher, freezer, microwave oven, oven, refrigerator, furnace, boiler, dehumidifier, 
water heater, stove, or other appliance substantially similar to the list in this definition.  

Metal products or automotive parts means any parts from cars, trucks, bicycles, 
snowmobiles, or machinery including doors, frames, hoods, wheels, fenders, motors, 
transmissions, axles, etc., and all metal products used in construction; such as iron, steel, 
aluminum, cast iron, etc., to include metal roofing, or siding used in building construction.  

Person means every person, firm, partnership, association, institution and corporation. The 
term "person" also means the occupant or the owner, or both, of premises for which service 
mentioned in this chapter is rendered.  

Recyclable material means any material identified as recyclable under the state recycling 
law, as amended from time to time. As of January 1, 1991, the term "recyclable material" means 
lead-acid batteries, major appliances, waste oil and yard waste; including leaves, grass 
clippings and brush. As of January 1, 1995, the term "recyclable material" was expanded to 
mean aluminum containers, corrugated paper and container board, foam polystyrene, glass 
containers, magazines and similar material, newsprint, office paper, plastic containers, steel 
containers, cans, waste tires and bimetal steel/aluminum containers.  
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Recycling law means 1989 Wisconsin Act 335 (Wis. Stats. ch. 287) as amended from time 
to time.  

Refuse means all waste matter such as leaves, brush or tree trimmings, and other items of 
a similar nature. It shall not include stumps, trunks of trees, limbs of trees, limbs of trees over 
two inches in diameter or four feet long, or materials from the clearing of land or building sites.  

Residential property means any property subject to the state uniform dwelling code 
adopted by section 105-50 and contained on one property tax parcel.  

Scavenging means the removal of materials at a residence, disposal site, or interim solid 
waste handling site without the approval of the owner or operator or the city.  

Solid waste or waste means all recyclable and non-recyclable solid and semisolid wastes 
including, but not limited to: garbage, rubbish, yard waste, ashes, industrial wastes, swill, 
demolition and construction wastes, abandoned vehicles or parts thereof, and recyclable 
materials.  

Toxic waste means:  

(1) Hazardous toxic waste means any waste that exhibits the characteristics of a 
hazardous waste and which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, 
chemical, or infectious characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to, an 
increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible or incapacitating reversible 
illness, or which poses a substantial present or potential hazard to human health, 
wildlife or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of 
or otherwise managed. Household hazardous waste is exempted from this definition.  

(2) Nonhazardous toxic waste means any waste that does not meet the criteria for being 
a hazardous waste but through its chemical or other qualities usually kills, injures or 
impairs organisms.  

White goods means any large household appliance including regenerators, stoves, 
dishwashers, water heaters, washers, dryers, or other similar appliances.  

Yard waste means plant material, leaves, grass clippings, branches, brush flowers, roots, 
etc., organic debris commonly thrown away in the course of maintaining yards and gardens, 
including sod and other biodegradable organic material. The term "yard waste" excludes pine 
needles, food waste, plastic and synthetic fibers, lumber, any wood or tree limbs over two 
inches in diameter or three feet in length and soil contaminated with hazardous waste.  

Sec. 30-3. Governing committee. 

(a) The board of public works shall be the administering and supervising committee for the 
purpose of carrying out the provisions of this chapter. The board of public works shall make 
such rules, regulations and policies that are necessary for the prompt and effective removal 
and disposal of solid waste in the city. The board of public works shall publish a copy of 
each rule, regulation and amendment thereto adopted for purposes of administering this 
chapter as a class I notice and publication shall be a prerequisite to the validity thereof. 
Printed copies of the rules shall be available to the public at city hall.  

(b) The supervision, direction, collection and disposal of solid waste shall be under the daily 
direction of the street superintendent who shall see that the work is done in strict 
compliance with this chapter and the rules and regulations promulgated by the board.  
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(c) The city engineering department representative through the water and sewage committee 
shall have supervision and control of any sanitary landfill operation operated by the city.  

Sec. 30-4. Forfeiture. 

(a) Any person violating or failing to comply with any section of this chapter shall be subject to 
a forfeiture not to exceed $200.00 plus all damages or expenses incurred by the city, 
including but not limited to, court costs and attorney's fees.  

(b) The street superintendent shall be authorized to issue citations for violations of this 
chapter. Said citations shall meet the requirements of Wis. Stats. § 66.0113, as amended 
from time to time.  

Sec. 30-5. Education. 

It shall be the city's responsibility to properly educate persons and the public as to solid 
waste ordinances and policies. A minimum of one percent of annual collection and disposal of 
solid waste budget shall be used for advertising, educational programs, literature, and solid 
waste education material. Notwithstanding the foregoing, owners of multifamily residences shall 
be responsible for informing and educating their tenants regarding the requirements of this 
chapter and any rules promulgated hereunder, including, but not limited to, any amendments to 
this chapter made periodically.  

Sec. 30-6. Intent. 

It is the intent of this chapter to set forth the fundamental elements of an effective solid 
waste program for the city. It is also recognized that an effective solid waste program needs 
more detailed explanation and the ability to change as conditions warrant. Therefore, as a part 
of this chapter, the board and the street superintendent, pursuant to section 30-3, shall establish 
policies that will support the intention of this chapter. After publication in accordance with this 
chapter, said policies shall be kept on file in the city clerk's office for inspection by the public 
during normal business hours. Copies of the policies shall be provided to the public pursuant to 
the Open Records Law and city ordinances.  

Secs. 30-7—30-30. Reserved. 

Article II – Collection and Disposal 

Sec. 30-31  Collection Frequency. 

Garbage shall be collected by the city once each week. Collectable recyclables shall be 

collected once every two weeks. 

Sec. 30-32  Roll-Out Carts 

(a) Initial Provision of Roll-Out carts. 

 The City shall initially provide 95-gallon roll-out carts with black lids for garbage and 95-

gallon roll-out carts with yellow lids for collectable recycling as follows: 
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 (1) The City will provide one roll-out cart/collection service for garbage, and one roll-

 out cart/collection service for collectable recyclables, per single family home. 

(2) The City will provide two roll-out carts/collections services for garbage, and two 

roll-out carts/collection service for collectable recyclables, to a duplex on a single lot. 

 (3) The City will provide two roll-out carts/collections services for garbage, and two 

 roll-out carts/collection service for collectable recyclables, to a three-plex on a single 

 lot. 

 (4) The City will provide two roll-out carts/collection service for garbage, and two roll-

 out carts/collection service for collectable recyclables, to each multi-family unit on a 

 single lot. 

 (5) The City shall provide two roll-out carts/collection service for garbage, and two 

 roll-out carts/collections service for collectable recyclables, to each business on a single 

 lot. 

(b) Extra Roll-Out Cart Requests and Fees. 

(1) Upon request, single family home, duplex, three-plex, multi-family unit 

 property owners and businesses may request additional roll-out carts for garbage 

and collectable recycling. Property owners shall be charged for the additional roll-out 

carts, along with an annual fee, with such charges for carts to be set by resolution of the 

Council. 

 (2) Fee Structure: 

  a. Each additional roll-out cart: $70 one-time fee 

  b. Annual fee: $50 for each additional roll-out cart. 

 (3) If a resident who paid for an additional cart moves to another area in the City and 

 wishes to have a second cart at the new residence, the resident does not have to pay for 

 the additional cart, provided the property owner gives the City notice of the move, and 

 the property owner takes the second cart with them to the new residence. 

(c) Care of Roll-Out Carts 

 (1) Carts have an expected life of more than 10 years, and normal wear and tear 

 damage to wheels or covers may be repaired by the City at no cost to the property 

 owner at the discretion of the Street Superintendent. 

 (2) Property owners are responsible for the care and protection of recycling carts 

 provided by the City. Residents requiring a replacement cart will be responsible for the 

 cost of said replacement. 
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 (3) All roll-out carts shall be maintained in a good, clean and sanitary condition. Roll-

 out carts shall not be overloaded, bent, broken or otherwise maintained so as to prevent 

 the cover from properly fitting thereon. 

(d) Storage of Roll-Out Carts in between Collection Periods. 

 (1) Roll-out carts shall be stored in a garage or other permitted enclosure or 

 outbuilding on the parcel, or when such garage or other permitted enclosure or 

 outbuilding is not available or is impracticable for storage, roll-out carts may be stored 

 along the side of the primary and accessory structures in the side yard or rear yard. Roll-

 out carts may not be stored in the front yard or boulevard. 

(e) Location and Placement of Roll-Out Carts for Collection. 

 (1) Prior to the scheduled time of collection, roll-out carts shall be placed adjacent to 

 the street adjacent to the residence such that it shall be apparent to the Street 

 Superintendent which residence the roll-out cart is assigned. 

 (2) All garbage and collectable recyclables shall be placed in the proper roll-out cart. 

 (3) Roll-out carts shall be placed within 1 foot of the curb or edge of pavement with 

 the wheels and handle facing the house and 3 feet from another cart, object, or 

parked car. 

(4) All garbage and collectable recyclables shall be placed as required by this 

 chapter no earlier than 4:00 p.m. the evening prior to scheduled collection day 

nor later than 6:00 a.m. on the day of scheduled collection. Carts shall be removed by 

12:00 a.m. midnight the day of collection. 

 (5) Collections may be made at the alley line where such parcels are served by an 

 alley or adjacent to the sidewalk in designated downtown areas, subject to the consent 

 and approval of the Street Superintendent. 

 (6) Location of roll-out carts in winter. During winter months, roll-out carts shall be 

 placed in the driveway apron or on an adjacent area to the curb line which has been 

 shoveled free of snow. Roll-out carts shall not be placed on top of snow bank. 

   

 

Sec. 30-31. Procedure for collection. 

(a) Collection of all solid waste material shall be done by the city, or an approved contractor 
licensed by the city or the state.  

(b) Every person in the city shall dispose of solid waste in accordance with the terms of this 
article, through either the collector or an approved, licensed contractor.  
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(c) All collection of solid waste shall be done curbside on public streets from the approved 
container for waste material being collected, unless there is a written agreement providing 
for collection from other than public streets. The written agreement shall include provisions 
holding the City of Merrill harmless for damage to roads, sewers, curbs, infrastructure and 
similar damage by city owned equipment, city personnel, or contractors.  

(d) City collection vehicles or employees will not enter private property for the purpose of 
collecting solid waste material unless a written agreement is in place as set forth in (c) 
above. In the event that multiple sources of solid waste generation occur within one 
residential property or commercial property, the owner shall designate one sole waste 
pickup area on the curbside of a public street, subject to the review and approval of the 
board of public works. Notwithstanding the foregoing, in the event that multiple individual 
single-family residences are located on a single residential property, and front on a public 
street, such individual residences may place recyclable materials for pickup on the 
curbside of the public street adjacent to the individual residence. This provision only 
applies to recyclable materials and not to garbage, household rubbish, and other landfill 
wastes.  

(e) Containers for solid waste material garbage and recyclable shall be only the type approved 
by the city. Only solid waste in approved containers will be collected by the city. The city 
shall have sole determination of type, size and location of container used for solid waste 
being collected.  

(f) The collection of solid waste shall be done at least once a week on a schedule, method 
and routes as set up by the board of public works or the public works director/city engineer.  

(g) The separation of recyclable material from landfill wastes shall be done by the person 
generating solid waste for collection by the city.  

(h) Solid waste shall be placed on curbside for pickup no earlier than 4:00 p.m. the evening 
prior to scheduled collection day nor later than 6:00 a.m. on day of scheduled collection.  

(i) There shall be no scavenging of solid waste material once it has been placed on the 
curbside and solid waste shall be considered under the city's jurisdiction.  

(j) City will collect solid waste, except for industrial waste, from all property within the city's 
corporate limits providing proper solid waste containers are used and regulations of this 
article are met. Each commercial property shall be limited to six containers of solid waste 
per pickup and each residential property shall be limited to four containers of solid waste 
per pickup.  

(k) No hazardous toxic waste of any nature shall be collected unless specifically authorized by 
the board of public works.  

(l) Large item pickup will be done once per year per tax parcel. The fee shall be as 
established by the common council, from time to time, and as indicated on the schedule of 
licenses and fees appearing in chapter 16 of this Code.  

(m) Additional large item pickups will be charged a fee to be paid in advance. The fee shall be 
as established by the common council, from time to time, and as indicated on the schedule 
of licenses and fees appearing in chapter 16 of this Code.  
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Sec. 30-33. Solid waste and collectable recyclables assessment fee. 

(a) In the event that any person places solid waste or recyclables for pickup by the collector 
in violation of this article or rules promulgated pursuant to the terms of this chapter, the 
public works director/city engineer or designee shall tag the solid waste indicating what 
provisions of this chapter or the rules have been violated. The tag shall indicate that if 
the problem occurs in subsequent weeks, the property owner will be charged $20.00 per 
incident.  

(b) Charges for solid waste and collectable recyclable violations shall be as established by 
the Common Council, from time to time, and as indicated on the schedule of licenses 
and fees appearing in chapter 16 of this Code.  

(c) The property owner assessed a fee pursuant to the terms of this section shall have 30 
days to pay the fee. In the event that the fee remains unpaid after 30 days, the fee, 
together with interest, or late charges added in accordance with section 18-31, shall 
become a lien against the real property and assessed in accordance with Wis. Stats. § 
287.093, as amended from time to time.  

Sec. 30-34 Preparation of Solid Waste for Collection Generally. 

All garbage and collectable recyclables placed for collection shall be prepared as provided 

under this section. 

(a) Garbage 

 All residential garbage must be placed inside the proper roll-out cart; no garbage shall 

 be placed outside the roll-out cart for collection. 

(b) Collection of recyclables. 

 Collectable recyclables shall be separated from garbage and other collectable solid 

 waste and placed for collection in the proper roll-out cart in conformity with this 

 subsection. 

Sec. 30-3335. Recycling. 

(a) Recycling shall be done in accordance with the state recycling law. The city, through the 
board, will determine the method, schedule and container that shall be used to recycle 
solid waste material and fee, if any, that shall be charged.  

(b)  Property owners shall separate collectable recyclables from garbage and other solid waste 

and shall keep the collectable recyclables clean and free of contaminants, such as produce 

residue, oil or grease, or other non-recyclable materials, including, but not limited to, 

household hazardous waste, medical waste and agricultural chemical containers. 

Recyclable materials shall be stored in accordance with this chapter in a manner which 

protects them from wind, rain and other inclement weather, and shall be placed curbside for 

collection as provided in this chapter. 
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(b) The following items shall be excluded from any landfill waste collection provided under 
section 30-31, and from any solid waste landfill operated or utilized by the city:  

(1) Lead-acid batteries, major appliances, yard waste, pine needles and waste oil.  

(21) The following are recyclable materials:  

a. Metal rinsed clean including aluminum and steel cans, aluminum pie tins, empty 
aerosol cans, clean aluminum foil, small metal appliances, small plumbing 
fixtures and pipes, metals pots, pans & utensils.  

b. Paper, cardboard & cartons including envelopes & junk mail, newspapers, 
magazines, office paper products, phone books flattened, cardboard, cereal & 
food/beverage boxes, hardcover books (covers removed), wrapping paper (no 
foil or ribbon), and empty paper towel/toilet paper rolls.  

c. Glass containers rinsed clean with lids and caps removed and discarded 
including brown, green, blue and clear glass bottles and jars. (No windows, 
mirrors, ceramics or light bulbs.) 

d. Magazines and other material printed on similar paper.  

e. Newspaper and other material printed on newsprint.  

f. Office paper.  

g. Plastic containers rinsed clean with plastic lids and caps discarded including all 
plastic bottles & containers marked #1, #2, #5, coffee and beverage containers, 
milk/water/juice bottles, detergent/shampoo bottles.  

h. Steel containers.  

i. Scrap metal.  

j. Tin cans. 

(c)    All recyclables shall be placed loose in roll-out cart. Plastic bags are not allowed in          
recyclables.     

(d) The board of public works may establish more specific regulations regarding acceptable 
recyclable material and guidelines for sorting of recyclable materials by rule.  

(e) Items excluded from a city-operated or utilized landfill under subsection (b) of this section, 
shall be deposited at a designated recycle center approved by the city or shall be collected 
by the city or a licensed hauler as determined by the board of public works. Yard wastes 
may be composted in a manner approved by the board at one and two family residences.  

(f) The collection of recyclable material shall be done at least once a week once every two 
weeks on a schedule, method and routes as set up by the board of public works.  

 

Sec. 30-36 Condominiums, Mobile Home Parks, Residences above Businesses. 

The City will not enter private property to provide collectable recycling service or garbage 

service to residential properties physically located above commercial properties, to mobile home 

parks, or to condominiums unless a prior agreement is in place. 
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Sec. 30-3437. Unauthorized disposal of garbage, refuse or solid waste. 

(a) No person shall dispose of garbage, refuse or solid waste as defined in Wis. Admin. Code 
ch. NR 500 as amended from time to time, or under this article, except at disposal sites 
officially recognized by the county solid waste committee.  

(b) No person shall deposit, permit to be deposited, or dispose of garbage, refuse or solid 
waste as defined in Wis. Admin. Code ch. NR 500, as amended from time to time, or under 
this article for pickup or collection, other than on his own property, and unless said 
garbage, refuse or solid waste was generated on site by said property owner, tenant or 
occupant thereof.  

(c) No person shall cause to be collected by a public or private refuse or garbage collector any 
byproduct of combustion, including ashes, cinders or coals, that are not completely 
extinguished. 

(d) The City retains the right to refuse collection to any property found to have materials not 
separated correctly or if roll-out carts are placed outside of the designation location.   

Sec. 30-3538. Yard waste. 

(a) No person shall cause to be collected by a public or private refuse hauler or garbage 
collector any yard waste as part of the collection of landfill wastes. Yard waste may be 
collected as recyclable material pursuant to section 30-3334.  

(b) Pine needles, brush, or twigs and branches shall not be considered yard waste. The 
placing of such material in containers or bags for recycling collection can result in a fine or 
forfeiture pursuant to this chapter.  

(cb) The city shall periodically collect and also provide a compost site for yard waste.  

(dc) Yard waste shall be placed in an approved container or hauled to compost site by an 
individual person.  

 
 

Section 2. Severability.  In the event any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of 
this ordinance is for any reason held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent 
provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance. It 
is the legislative intent of the Common Council that this ordinance would have been adopted 
if such illegal provision had not been included or any illegal application had not been made. 

Section 3. Repeal and Effective Date.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances and resolu-
tions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect from and 
after its passage and publication. 
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Moved by: 

 
Adopted: 

 
Approved: 

 
Published: 

 

Approved: 
 
 

Derek Woellner, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 

Katherine Unertl, Deputy City Clerk
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CITY OF MERRILL 

1004 EAST FIRST STREET 
MERRILL, WI 54452-2586 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2022- 
Introduced: 
1st Reading: 
2nd Reading: 
3rd Reading: 
Committee/Commission Action: 

 

 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
The Common Council of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, does ordain as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 16, Section 16-1, 30-31 through 30-32 of the Code of Ordinances 
for the City of Merrill is amended to read as follows: 
 

CHAPTER 30 SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING  

30-31(l)  Large item pick-up—once per tax parcel  No fee  

30-31(m)  Additional large item pickup fee  $150.00  

30-32(c)  Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Desk or dresser  $25.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Sofa/couch  $25.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Large chair  $25.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Roll of carpet  $25.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Microwave  $45.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Dehumidifier  
Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Air conditioner 

$55.00 $65.00 
$65.00 

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Television  $40.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Box spring or mattress  $25.00 each  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Computer/monitor  $35.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Copier/printer  $35.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Refrigerator/Freezer 
Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Washer/Dryer 
Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Water Heater 
Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Dishwasher  

$65.00  
$45.00 
$45.00 
$45.00 

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Stove  $60.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Bag or box of garbage 
w/recycle  

$25.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Brush piles not 
bundled and cut to four feet  

$25.00  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Tires  $25.00 per tire  

 Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Building materials  
Extra garbage items pick-up charge: Fluorescent light 
tubes 

$25.00  
$25.00 per tube 

AN ORDINANCE:  
 
Re: Amending Chapter 16, Section 16-1, 30-31 

through 30-32, Solid Waste and Recycling 
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 Incorrect materials in roll-out cart 
 
One-time fee for additional garbage or recycling carts 
Annual fee for additional roll-out carts 

$25.00 per 
instance 
$70.00 per cart 
$50 per cart 

 

Section 2. Severability.  In the event any section, subsection, clause, phrase or 

portion of this ordinance is for any reason held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any 
court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and 
independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of 
this ordinance. It is the legislative intent of the Common Council that this ordinance would 
have been adopted if such illegal provision had not been included or any illegal application 
had not been made. 

Section 3. Repeal and Effective Date.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances and 

resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect  
March 1st, 2022 per the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin.

 
 
Moved by: 

 
Adopted: 

 
Approved: 

 
Published: 

 

Approved: 
 
 

Derek Woellner, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
 

Katherine Unertl, Deputy City Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO.  
 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VACATION OF AN ALLEY LOCATED IN PART 

OF H.W. WRIGHT LUMBER COMPANY’S ADDITION 
 

 WHEREAS, West Chippewa LLC requests the vacation of an alley, to 
efficiently consolidate commercial property; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the alley to be vacated is described as: In the City of Merrill, Lincoln 
County, Wisconsin: 
 

A part of H.W. Wright Lumber Company’s Addition of Section Eleven (11) located 
in Township Thirty-one (31) North, Range Six (6) East, City of Merrill, Lincoln 
County, Wisconsin; more particularly described as follows: 
 
All that part of Chippewa Street Beginning at the North Corner of Lot Four (4), 
Block Six (6) of H.W. Wright Lumber Company’s Addition, thence S 46°32’41” W 
along the South Right-of-way of Chippewa Street 136.08 Feet, thence N 
41°23’08” W along the West Right-of-way of Chippewa Street 30.02 Feet, thence 
N 46°36-52” E along the North Right-of-way of Chippewa Street 136.08 Feet, 
thence S 41°23’08” E along the West Right-of-way of West Street 30.02 Feet to 
the Point of Beginning. 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Public Works on February 23, 2022 and the City Plan 

Commission on March 1, 2022 have recommended such vacation; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 10th day of May, 2022, that the following 
described alley be vacated: 
 

A part of H.W. Wright Lumber Company’s Addition of Section Eleven (11) located 
in Township Thirty-one (31) North, Range Six (6) East, City of Merrill, Lincoln 
County, Wisconsin; more particularly described as follows: 
 
All that part of Chippewa Street Beginning at the North Corner of Lot Four (4), 
Block Six (6) of H.W. Wright Lumber Company’s Addition, thence S 46°32’41” W 
along the South Right-of-way of Chippewa Street 136.08 Feet, thence N 
41°23’08” W along the West Right-of-way of Chippewa Street 30.02 Feet, thence 
N 46°36-52” E along the North Right-of-way of Chippewa Street 136.08 Feet, 
thence S 41°23’08” E along the West Right-of-way of West Street 30.02 Feet to 
the Point of Beginning. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City hereby declares that the alley being 

vacated is not needed for public purposes and hereby declares that the portion vacated 
shall revert, to the extent permitted by law, to the adjoining property owners. 
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  CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN 
    
 
Moved: _____________________  __________________________ 
       Derek Woellner 
       Mayor 
 
Passed: ____________________  __________________________ 
       Katherine Unertl 
       Deputy City Clerk 
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.
1 inch = 67 feet

Alley to be Vacated
Chippewa St

Legend
Area to be Vacated
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No Mow May – Street Superintendent Dustin Bonack  
 
In 2021, 9 Wisconsin communities participated in No Mow May. This program is run by Bee City 
USA in an effort to promote pollination by reducing the mowing of lawns in the month of May to 
create habitat and forage for early season pollinators. This is mostly done through a suspension 
of lawn length enforcement with some communities requiring registration. 
 
We currently have a Natural Lawn provision in our code of ordinances (Sec. 14-35). 

 Property owners must submit a written plan. 

 Must include a 10’ buffer between natural lawn and abutting properties. 

 Notice is sent to all properties within 300’. 

 Application is denied if 51% or more of noticed properties object.  

 Two –year permit with a renewal process the same as the original application. 

 Natural lawns cannot contain any of the noxious grasses and weeds listed in our 
ordinances. 

 
 
The following is a statement from Dan Wendorf regarding the properties maintained by the 
Parks Department: 
 
“In the month of May, we begin shelter reservations and parks officially open along with all of 
our athletic fields for soccer, baseball, softball, playgrounds, trails, and full recreational use of 
our parks and park areas. May also tends to be a month when the grass grows very quickly (in 
our part of the world) so if we were to leave all of our grass areas un-mowed - we would have to 
use special equipment to "brush" the grass and clean up the windrows first before we would be 
able to mow it a second time to get closer to usable turf for regular park usage and traffic. It 
would take us several weeks for us to perform this task and the usage of equipment that we 
don't have. 
 
There are some areas that we could let grow a bit longer and already do (a few pollinator plots 
at Prairie Trails, we have several larger plots at the City Forest that are used specifically for 
wildlife and pollinators to head completely out, perimeter areas at the MARC, Riverside, as well 
as "edge" habitat along all of our riverbank parks (Athletic, Kitchenette, Stange, Lions, 
Riverside, Prairie Trails, etc.).  
 
If go no-mow, the unintended weed spread would be broadcast all over town once they head 
out.  
 
I think it is a good idea in areas that are not high visibility and in areas where cross pollination 
would have an impact.” 
 
 
Some of the common concerns with a program of this nature are: 

 Neighbor disputes over unsightly lawns. 

 Pollination of plants like dandelions from unmowed properties onto lawns that are being 
maintained and treated. 

 The cleanup of lawns after a month of not mowing will be much more labor intensive. 
 
If we were to start a program like this in Merrill it would be important to have a 
permit/registration process so it doesn’t become a reason to not mow for a month. Keeping a 
mowed buffer between properties would also be important. Our current natural lawn provision 
achieves this and actually allows for the growth to occur throughout the summer.  
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CITY OF MERRILL 
1004 EAST FIRST STREET 

MERRILL, WI  54452 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

2022 SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 

 
 All persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard at a public hearing to be held by and before 

the Board of Public Works of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, commencing at 6:00 p.m., on Wednesday, 

February 23
rd

, 2022, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, Merrill, Wisconsin, on the following proposed 

matter, to wit: 

 

A. 

1. Sidewalk inspection pursuant to sidewalk inspection program.  Sidewalk maintenance area is 

generally city wide as needed:  

a)  Isolated sidewalk repairs requested or needed 

b)  Driveway approaches requested or needed 

c)  Curb and gutter requested or needed 

d)              New sidewalk extensions as requested and/or 

                 approved by Board of Public Works  

 

2. Reconstruction of Michler Crest involving: 

a) Replacement and upgrade of existing sanitary sewer and water main 

b)  Curb and gutter and pavement replacement 

 

3. Reconstruction of a portion of Smith Street involving: 

a)  Curb and gutter and pavement placement 

 

 

4. Paving of Alley, the 200 block of N Center Ave, East of Center Ave between E Second Street and E 

Third Street involving: 

a) Grading existing alley 

b) Asphalt paving 

 

B. Said public improvements shall include, where appropriate: 

1. The grading of said street 

2. The surfacing of said street with asphalt 

3. The installation of curb and gutter on said street 

4. The installation, removal or replacement of  driveway and curb and gutter on said street 

5. The installation of water main and water laterals on said street 

6. The installation of sanitary sewer and sewer laterals on said street 

7. The necessary landscaping on said street 

8. All improvements shall be completed to plans and specifications prepared or approved by the Public 

Works Director and recorded in the office of the Public Works Director/City Engineer 

 

Any person desiring a transcript of the proceedings must obtain at their expense. 

If you have any questions, please call the Public Works Director/City Engineer, Rod Akey at 715-536-5594. 

Dated: January 14
th

, 2022    CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN 

 

       BY:___________________________ 

              Katherine Unertl 

              Deputy Clerk 
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