
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA ● WEDNESDAY JANUARY 25, 2023 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

 To attend remotely phone 440-703-0538  PIN 766 728 246 # 

I. Call to Order 

II. Consider approval of minutes of previous meeting: 

1. Minutes from the November 30, 2022 meeting   

III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items: 

1. Water & Sewer Vouchers   

2. Water & Sewer Operations Report   

3. Discuss plans for testing for PFAS.   

IV. Street Department Agenda Items: 

1. Street Department Vouchers   

2. Discussion on recycling.  This was referred from the November 2022 meeting 
for further discussion.   

3. Discuss Special Assessment procedures for the sidewalk maintenance 
program.   

V. General Agenda Items: 

1. Discuss City owned lots.  The list will be available in April.   

2. Consider a proposal to place a vending machine in the City Hall lobby.   

VI. Monthly Reports: 

1. Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel   

2. Monthly Report - Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey   

3. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack   

4. Monthly Report - Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VII. Determine date and time of next meeting: 

1. Next regular meeting, Wednesday, February 22 at 5:15 PM   

VIII. Public Comment 

IX. Adjournment 



 
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
WEDNESDAY, November 30, 2022 - MINUTES 

Regular Meeting    City Hall Council Chambers   5:15 p.m. 
 

 Members Present:  Mayor Steve Hass, Alderpersons Steve Sabatke and Dick Lupton  
 Alderperson Mike Rick was remote 
 
 Others Present:  City Attorney Hayden, Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey, Street 

Superintendent Bonack, Utility Superintendent Steinagel, Building Inspector/Zoning 
Administrator Pagel, City Clerk Anderson-Malm, Alderperson Weix, Gary Schwartz, Don 
Heil and Merrill Productions video operator        

 
 Street & Weed Commissioner Ron Liberty was excused 
  
I. Call to Order - Mayor Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.   
 
II.  Consider approval of meeting minutes from October 26, 2022  
 
 A motion to approve the October 26th minutes was made by Alderperson Sabatke.  The 

motion was seconded by Alderperson Lupton and was carried.  
 
III.  Water & Sewer Agenda Items: 
 
 1. Water and Sewer Vouchers  
 
 Alderperson Lupton made a motion to accept the vouchers.  Alderperson Sabatke 

seconded and the motion carried. 
 
 2.  Water and Sewer Operations Report 
 
 Utility Superintendent Steinagel provided his report in the packet and was available to 

answer any questions. 
 
 3.  Consider adjustment of 2023 Utility Service Fees 
 
 Utility Superintendent Steinagel discussed the annual 3% rate increase.  He spoke about 

increases in supplies.  The adjustment of the 2023 utility service fees will be forwarded 
to the December 13th Common Council meeting. 

 
IV.  Street Department Agenda Items: 
 
 1. Street Department Vouchers 
 
 Alderperson Lupton made a motion to approve the Street Department vouchers.  

Alderperson Sabatke seconded and the motion passed. 
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City of Merrill Board of Public Works meeting of November 30, 2022 2 | P a g e  
 

 2.  Consider selling a piece of city property located between W. 5th Street and W. 6th 
Street in the 200 block. 

 
 Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey reported on this property.  A survey would be 

completed and the owners of the adjoining properties would split this property down 
the middle.  This would then be retained as part of their parcels. 

 
 Alderperson Rick motioned to sell the piece of city property between W 5th and W 6th 

Streets in the 200 block and forward to the December 13th Common Council.  
Alderperson Lupton seconded and the motion carried. 

 
 3.  Consider allowing the Lion’s Club to place service club signs at the entrances to the 

city.  
 
 Don Heil, representative of the Lion’s Club, was granted permission to speak.  He 

mentioned the Lion’s Club would provide the signs and the signs are usually 
approximately 30” in diameter.  He answered questions from the committee. 

 
 Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey will research costs for a framed structure.  
 
 After discussion it was decided this would be brought back to the committee on a future 

agenda when costs and prices are obtained. 
 
 4.  Consider developing an RFP to sell the city airport service hangar. 
 
 Gary Schwartz was granted permission to speak.  He provided additional information at 

the meeting regarding the discussion and decision for the sale of the FBO hangar from 
the Airport Commission’s meeting.  He answered questions from the committee. 

 
 Alderperson Sabatke motioned to develop an RFP to sell the city FBO hangar and 

forward this to the January Committee of the Whole.  Alderperson Lupton seconded and 
the motion carried. 

 
V.  Monthly Reports: 
 
 Monthly Report – Building Inspector Pagel – the report was included in the agenda 

packet.    
 
 Monthly Report – Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey – the report was included in 

the agenda packet.   
 
 Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack – the report was included in the agenda 

packet.  He was asked about recycling costs and stated the costs will be increasing about 
15%. 

 
 Alderperson Sabatke brought up recycling issued regarding plastics and questioned the 

need for recycling these types of products.  Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey 
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City of Merrill Board of Public Works meeting of November 30, 2022 3 | P a g e  
 

stated the State Statute requiring recycling and also stated the city does receive some 
money for recycling. 

 
 It was decided this item would be on the January agenda for further discussion. 
 
 Monthly Report - Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty – the report was handed out at 

the meeting.  Mr. Liberty was excused from the meeting. 
  
VI.  Next Meeting – it was decided the next meeting would be the Call of the Chair 
  
VII.  Public Comment Period  
 
 There was no public comment. 
 
VIII.  Adjournment  
  
 A motion was made by Alderperson Lupton to adjourn.  Alderperson Sabatke seconded.  

The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 P.M. 
 
Prepared by:  Lori L Anderson-Malm - City Clerk 
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The City of Merrill takes its role in protecting public health by providing safe drinking water to our 
community very seriously. Our drinking water is closely regulated by both the EPA and DNR and it 
meets strict Federal and State drinking water standards. We appreciate that an important conversation is 
happening right now regarding PFAS.  PFAS is a group of thousands of compounds used in everything 
from food packaging and cookware to upholstery, clothing and firefighting foam. The chemicals do not 
break down in the environment and are commonly found in dust, air, soil and water. It is our 
understanding that PFAS can be found everywhere.   

The City of Merrill’s public water system is subject to the requirements of the next Unregulated 
Contaminants Monitoring Rule (UCMR 5), published on December 27, 2021 (86 FR 73131). UCMR 5 
requires certain PWSs to collect drinking water samples for 29 per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS) and lithium analysis during a 12-month period between 2023 and 2025. We have been notified by 
the EPA, that they will provide us with information to access the UCMR 5 internet-based reporting 
system, the Safe Drinking Water Accession and Review System (SDWARS 5). 

The City of Merrill will be following this UCMR 5 requirement and will be working with the WI DNR to 
test for PFAS beginning in April 2023. 
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Vending Machine Proposal 

To the City of Merrill Board of Public Works, 

The purpose of this letter is to offer the placement of a snack vending machine at the Merrill City 

Hall. The machine would contain a variety of different snacks for employees and visitors of City 

Hall. Part of our business’ mission is to be site specific. This includes, to the best of our ability, 

tailoring the contents of the machine to the wishes of the employees. We would manage the 

machine and would be responsible for maintaining the machine (cleaning the machine, stocking 

the machine, repairing the machine, etc.). The cost to the City of Merrill for the placement of the 

machine would be $0. We would recommend that the machine be placed in the lobby so it is 

exposed to people at the main entrance and is accessible to the employees.  

We would ask that the machine remain in place for an initial period of 24 months (or otherwise 

agreed upon period of time). We would also request to enter into a written agreement with the 

City of Merrill to cover many of these topics as well as others.  

According to the specifications located online for this machine, the machine measures 32” Wide, 

28.5 Deep and 72” Tall.  

Matthew Waid 

Family First Vending LLC 
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                       CITY OF MERRILL 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

January 25th, 2023 

Street Dept. Work 
See report from Dustin Bonack 
 
Engineering 
 
-2023 project design and bid preparation. 
 
-Housing Development planning. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Roderick J. Akey, PE 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer 
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	Agenda Packet
	To attend remotely phone 440-703-0538  PIN 766 728 246 #
	I. Call to Order
	II. Consider approval of minutes of previous meeting:
	1. 9545 : Minutes from the November 30, 2022 meeting
	a. 2022-11-30 BPW Minutes


	III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items:
	1. 9552 : Water & Sewer Vouchers
	a. Utl Vouchers - December 22

	2. 9553 : Water & Sewer Operations Report
	a. Operations Report Jan 23

	3. 9566 : Discuss plans for testing for PFAS.
	a. The City of Merrill PFAS response 3


	IV. Street Department Agenda Items:
	1. 9554 : Street Department Vouchers
	a. BPW Vouchers

	2. 9555 : Discussion on recycling.  This was referred from the November 2022 meeting.
	3. 9563 : Discuss Special Assessment procedures for the sidewalk maintenance program.

	V. General Agenda Items:
	1. 9564 : Discuss City owned lots.  The list will be available in April.
	2. 9565 : Consider a proposal to place a vending machine in the City Hall lobby.
	a. Vending Machine Proposal


	VI. Monthly Reports:
	1. 9546 : Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel
	a. Monthly Report - Darin - December
	b. Monthly Report - Darin - January

	2. 9547 : Monthly Report - Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey
	a. REPORT TO THE BPW ,Jan.  2023, from DPWCE

	3. 9548 : Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack
	a. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent

	4. 9549 : Monthly Report - Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty
	5. 9550 : Consider placing monthly reports on file

	VII. Determine date and time of next meeting:
	1. 9551 : Next regular meeting, Wednesday, February 22 at 5:15 PM

	VIII. Public Comment
	IX. Adjournment
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