
CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA ● MONDAY JANUARY 25, 2021 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

I. To attend remotely, call 361-589-8351 and PIN 822 535 327 # 

II. Call to Order  

III. COVID-19 Reports  

IV. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

2. Corrected Fire Department Vouchers   

3. Vouchers   

V. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Change of Agent application from Applegreen Midwest, LLC, naming Sheri R. 
Myers the Agent for Express Lane #2328, 702 North Center Avenue.   

2. Consider application from CR & KM Enterprise, LLC, for a Class "B" (beer) 
and a "Class B" (liquor) license for 1-900, 2501 West Main Street, effective 
February 10, 2021.   

3. Review of and potential action(s) on existing liquor license for Allen Shidell for 
El Mariachi, 608 East Second Street.   

VI. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Discussion on parking control in the 100 block of N. Pine Street   

2. Consider reopening City Hall and other City facilities.  On January 12th, 2021, 
this was referred from the Common Council to the Health and Safety 
Committee.  

3. Discussion and recommendation(s) on ambulance transfers outside the 
service area   

VII. Minutes and Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of December 28, 2020 meeting   

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VIII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

IX. Public Comment Period 

X. Adjournment  
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City of Merrill - Fire Department Miscoded Non-Lapsing Expenses

The following invoices were incorrectly coded and were posted to Fund 10.  These should have been Fund 26 (Non-Lapsing) items.

Funding

Check # Date Vendor Description Amount Correct # Account Name Source

170061 11/06/20 Sunset Ranch Supply UTV Trailer $4,425.00 26-52200-03-40011 UTV & Trailer 2% Dues

170373 12/04/20 Baker Barns Display Barn $5,660.00 26-52200-08-82000 Fire Memorial Expense Donation

170422 12/04/20 Tomahawk Sports Center UTV $30,513.96 26-52200-03-40011 UTV & Trailer 2% Dues

170681 12/23/20 Premier Touchless Heller Sign $52.61 26-52200-08-82000 Fire Memorial Expense Donation

170680 12/23/20 Premier Laser Cutting Sign/Parts $681.26 26-52200-08-82000 Fire Memorial Expense Donation

Total Corrected $41,332.83

Fire Corrected Invoice - Fund 26 (Non-Lapsing) Revised: 12/29/2020
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January 12, 2021 
 

Mr. Allen Shidell    
166414 COUNTY RD N 
Wausau, WI 54403  
 
Mr. Shidell, 
 
 Thank you for your time spent on the phone with me today. Consistent 
with our conversation, I am requesting the Health and Safety Committee review 
your liquor license issued for 608 E. 2nd St. in the City of Merrill. 
 
 City of Merrill Ordinance 4-39(b) would indicate that your license has been 
or is abandoned given the fact you have not operated said business at this 
location through the last two license renewal periods and currently. City 
ordinance requires that you operate the licensed business for at least 150 days 
during the term of the license.   

“Sec. 4-39. - Revocation and suspension of licenses; nonrenewal. 

(b) Abandonment of premises. Any licensee holding a license to sell alcohol beverages who abandons such 

business shall forfeit any right or preference he may have to the holding of or renewal of such license. 

Abandonment shall be sufficient grounds for revocation of any alcohol beverage license. The losing of the 
licensed premises for at least six months shall be prima facie evidence of the abandonment, unless extended 

by the common council. All persons issued a license to sell alcohol beverages in the city for which a quota 
exists limiting the number of such licenses that may be issued by the city, shall cause such business 

described in such license to be operated on the premises described in such license for at least 150 days 

during the terms of such license, unless such license is issued for a term of less than 180 days, in which 
event this subsection shall not apply. “ 

You may wish to participate in this meeting and future meetings to 
assure your interests are heard with the Committee and the Common Council. 
The Health and Safety Committee is scheduled to meet on January 25, 2021 at 
5:15PM. Details on the exact meeting time, location and virtual connection 
instructions will be published on the City of Merrill website in the future. You can 
always contact me any time for additional information. 

   
      Sincerely, 
 

 
Corey A Bennett, Chief of Police 

5.3.a

Packet Pg. 25

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 L

et
te

r 
fr

o
m

 P
o

lic
e 

C
h

ie
f 

to
 S

h
id

el
l o

n
 li

q
u

o
r 

lic
en

se
  (

56
17

 :
 R

ev
ie

w
 a

n
d

 p
o

te
n

ti
al

 a
ct

io
n

 o
n

 S
h

id
el

l l
iq

u
o

r 
lic

en
se

)



 

Revised April, 30 2020 1 

 

 MERRILL FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINE 

 SOP Category and Identification Number: 

 RESPONSE (F)-02 

 NIMS COMPLIANT 

 Effective Date: 

 May 1, 2020 

 SOG Title: Ambulance Transfers  Revision: 

 Initial 
 Approved By: 

 Joshua Klug, Fire Chief 

 Number of Pages: 

2 

 Re-evaluation Date: 

 May 1, 2023 

 

PURPOSE 

 

The purpose of this document is to provide members of the Merrill Fire Department with a 

consistent set of guidelines when documenting, processing and responding to calls for ambulance 

transfers. 

 

GUIDELINE 

 

Upon receiving a request for an emergency/non-emergency transfer from Good Samaritan Health 

Center, private residences or a Nursing Home, Assisted Living Facility, or Ministry Connect, the 

person receiving the call shall determine type of incident: 

 Emergency  

 Non-Emergency  

 

All transfers will be given an incident number, including incidents that are canceled. A 

NFIRS/EMS report will be completed for all incidents. If the hospital cancels the transfer for any 

reason, add “cancelled enroute” in the incident type. 

 

PROCEDURE 

 

When a request for an out of town transfer is received, the IC will determine if the incident 

requires advanced life support, and the urgency of the transport. If the transfer is an emergency, 

the on-duty crew will respond and based on manpower, backfill will be initiated via I Am 

Responding text for additional staff. If the request for non-emergency transfer is requested, the IC 

will, based on personnel levels, initiate a callback via Response Guideline (F)-03 General 

Callback Emergency Incident for additional staff. If no response from the text, the IC will initiate 

a call back using the established phone callback list.  

 

Medical Control will remain with Good Samaritan Health Center, per the Merrill Fire Department 

State Paramedic Operation Plan.  

 

 

EMERGENCY  

 Respond with appropriate On-Duty Personnel, Two (2) for BLS or Three (3) for ALS. 

 Maintain minimum manning in station of five (5) with on duty and callback personnel. 
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Revised April, 30 2020 2 

NON-EMERGENCY  

 To maintain emergency response readiness in EMS service area, a maximum of One (1) non-

emergency transfer may be made at one time. 

 Respond with appropriate On-Duty/Off-Duty Personnel, Two (2) for BLS or Three (3) for 

ALS. 

 If incident is expected to last longer than 30 minutes, maintain minimum manning in station of 

five (5) with on duty and callback personnel 

 No transfers without daily minimum staffing. 

 

 

Reimbursement of meal expenses 

Authorization for meals may be given for any out of town transfers further than 75 miles. 

 

EXCEPTIONS 

 

Weather conditions may dictate if an out of town transfer is accepted. 

End of Document 
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 MERRILL FIRE DEPARTMENT  

 STANDARD OPERATING GUIDELINE 

 SOP Category and Identification Number: 

 RESPONSE (F)-03 

 NIMS COMPLIANT 

 Effective Date: 

May 23, 2019 

 SOG Title: General Callback Emergency Incident  Revision: 

 May 1, 2020  
 Approved By: 

 Joshua Klug, Fire Chief 

 Number of Pages: 

2 

 Re-evaluation Date: 

 May 1, 2023 

 

PURPOSE 

 

It is the purpose of this guideline to provide for emergency coverage, within the response areas of 

the Merrill Fire Department, during times when manpower is insufficient to maintain an adequate 

level of readiness for additional emergency responses or station stand-by. 

 

GUIDELINE 

 

It shall be the Merrill Fire Department’s guideline that all personnel responding to a callback 

shall follow applicable state laws regarding proper vehicle operation. All traffic control systems, 

stop signs, and speed limits are to be obeyed in personal vehicles.  

 

PROCEDURE 

 

During an emergency callback situation, the Incident Commander (IC) will determine whether a 

callback will be required. If possible the IC will initiate the callback via I Am Responding. IC 

will send out a message via I Am Responding.  If manning is not met, then callbacks off I Am 

Responding of those listed as acknowledged will be called.  If manning is still needed, the call 

list will be used.  If the IC cannot make the call back notification then the callback shall be 

dispatched via the I Am Responding messaging system by the Lincoln County Dispatch Center. 

The Lincoln County Dispatch Center will automatically (through software) initiate a parallel 

callback message via “I Am Responding” software system. The IC will determine the specific 

number of fire department personnel required. When station coverage is needed, all personnel 

receiving the callback text message shall contact the fire station by telephone to verify if a 

response is necessary. Once a needed response is verified, personnel should report to the fire 

station. Department members should acknowledge their response via I Am Responding. 

 

Types of Call Backs 

 

Call Backs 

 

 When requesting a specific number of department members to contact the station the IC shall 

use the I Am Responding messaging software. The following message templates shall be 

used: 

o 1 (or 2 or 3) off duty to contact the Fire Station 715-536-2233 
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Revised May 1, 2020 2 

 

 

 

General Alarms 

 

 Whenever the IC determines that an emergency will exceed the capacities of the of the 

on-duty fire forces, the IC shall request a General Alarm.  General Alarms are intended to 

call back all off duty members of the department. When a general alarm is requested 

there is no need to contact the fire station or the dispatch center to determine if the 

firefighter’s response is needed. Department members should record their response via I 

Am Responding app.  

 

o General Alarm, EMS - Request a specific number of members or over four to 

report to the station. All department members report to the station. 

o General Alarm, Fire - Request all department members to report to the station 

for a structure fire. All department members report to the station. 

o General Alarm, Rescue - Request all department members to report the station 

for a specialty rescue, e.g. water rescue, high angle rescue, Haz-mat incident, lost 

child, etc.. All department members report to the station. 

End of Document 
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CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY DECEMBER 28, 2020 

 Virtual Meeting Virtual Meeting 5:15 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday December 28, 2020 

I. Call to Order 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rick Blake Alderperson - Third District  Remote  

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Remote  

Mark Weix Alderperson - Seventh District  Remote  

 

Also attending virtually: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Fire Chief Josh Klug, Police 
Chief Corey Bennett, Deputy Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck, City Attorney Tom 
Hayden, Information Technology Manager Dustin Brown, Alderman Mike Rick, Alderman 
Steve Hass, Alderman Steve Osness, Lincoln County Emergency Management Director 
September Murphy, Kim Klug and City Clerk Bill Heideman.  

 

II. COVID-19 Report(s) 

Lincoln County Emergency Management Director Murphy reported that Lincoln County 
continues to deliver Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) as necessary.  
 
COVID-19 vaccines are beginning to arrive. For now, they will be going directly to providers.  
 
Lincoln County Emergency Management Director Murphy then answered questions.  
 
On behalf of Lincoln County Health Department Director Shelley Hersil, Alderman Russell 
led discussion on several topics.  
 
Lincoln County has decided to follow the guidelines of the State of Wisconsin Health 
Department, rather than the guidelines of the Center for Disease Control (CDC). Lately, the 
number of positive COVID-19 cases has been trending downward. 
 
The potential of “reopening” City Hall was discussed. City Administrator Johnson stated that 
we should not go “back and forth” between opening and closing City Hall. This would cause 
confusion for the public on whether City Hall is open or closed.  
 
Alderman Russell stated that he favors returning to the "high" COVID-19 category.  
 
Motion (Russell/Blake) that the City return to the "high" category for COVID-19 and follow 
the standards associated with that category. This recommendation would be referred to both 
Mayor Woellner and the Common Council. A special Common Council meeting would be 
scheduled to address this issue. Motion carried.              .  

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

The nuisance complaint summary report was in the meeting packet.  
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday December 28, 2020 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday December 28, 2020 

Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported on the only case on the report. In that case, 
compliance was not achieved, so a citation was issued and a court date was scheduled 
for January 25th, 2021.  

2. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Committee members raised several questions related to the vouchers. It was determined 
that there are several data entry errors in the vouchers, including assigning vouchers to 
the wrong accounts.  
 
Motion (Russell/Blake) to refer the vouchers to either the next Health and Safety meeting 
or the next Common Council meeting. Motion carried.  

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Consider application from Kim M. Klug for a Class "B" (beer) and a "Class B" 
liquor license for West Side Bar, 2501 West Main Street, effective January 13, 
2021.   

A copy of the license application was in the meeting packet.  
 
City Clerk Heideman reported that the application and related paperwork is in order and 
that he has no concerns with the application as submitted.  
 
Police Chief Bennett reported that the background check has been completed and that 
he has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 1/12/2021 6:00 PM 

V. Other agenda items to consider: 

 None.   

VI. Minutes and Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of November 30, 2020 meeting   

The minutes were in the meeting packet. 
 
At the request of Alderman Weix, Fire Chief Klug provided a verbal report on the status 
of the Community Care Paramedic position. 
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to approve the minutes.    

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday December 28, 2020 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday December 28, 2020 

Before reviewing his report, Fire Chief Klug answered several questions posed by 
Alderman Blake. 
 
Fire Chief Klug cited the November "Calls for Service" statistics and noted that it was an 
extremely busy month for the department.  
 
Current training opportunities were reviewed.  
 
Upon request, Fire Chief Klug provided verbal information on the two "Baker Barns" 
which were just added to the department. He gave details on the funding and planned 
use for the buildings.  
 
Fire Chief Klug then provided verbal information on how COVID-19 is affecting the Fire 
Department. At this time, the Fire Department has sufficient PPE supplies.   

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett provided verbal information on how COVID-19 is affecting the 
Police Department. At this time, the Police Department has sufficient PPE supplies.  
 
The possibility of making COVID-19 vaccines mandatory for City employees was 
discussed. City Administrator Johnson stated that, although the City has a legal right to 
mandate vaccines, the question of whether the City should mandate them is 
unanswered at this time.    
 
Police Chief Bennett reported that winter parking restrictions are now in effect.  
 
The Police Department is in the process of finalizing three new hires. Three candidates 
have been approved and accepted. Their starting dates will be staggered.   
 
Police Chief Bennett shared verbal information on recent promotions.  
 
Police Chief Bennett reported that the “Lights of Christmas” fundraiser was a success. 
Funds collected from this event are used to purchase gift cards and distribute them to 
the needy. There are still cards that have not been distributed, so, if anyone knows 
someone in need, they should contact the Police Department. Confidentiality will be 
maintained when distributing the cards.     

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

The report was in the meeting packet.  

5. Consdier placning monthly reports on file   

Motion (Blake/Weix) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Monday, January 25th, 2021 at 5:15 P.M.  
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday December 28, 2020 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday December 28, 2020 

VIII. Public Comment Period 

None.  

IX. Adjournment 

Motion (Weix/Blake) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 6:24 P.M.  
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