
CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA ● MONDAY JANUARY 24, 2022 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

 To attend remotely, call 484-552-3348 and PIN 799 206 080# 

I. Call to Order  

II. COVID-19 Reports  

1. COVID - 19 Reports   

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

2. Vouchers   

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Consider change of agent application from Walgreen Co. naming Michael 
Cich agent for the Class "A" and "Class A" licenses at Walgreens, 101 N. 
Center Avenue.   

2. Consider Application from 1-900 Jesse Quade Class B Beer & Class B Liquor   

3. Consider Temporary Class"B" / Class "B" Retailer's License for St. Francis 
Xavier 1708 E. 10th St. Feb. - April 2022 Fish Fries   

V. Minutes & Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of November 29, 2021 meeting   

2. Monthly Reports - Fire Chief Klug   

3. Monthly Reports - Police Chief Bennett   

4. Monthly Reports - Lincoln County Humane Society   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VI. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

VII. Public Comment Period 

VIII. Adjournment  



Lincoln County Health Department – Situation Report – January 12, 2022 
 

 

 

Lincoln County Health Department 

Weekly COVID-19 Update 
 

Lincoln County Monthly Data Highlights 

December 15, 2021 – January 12, 2022 
 

Total Cases 633 

Confirmed Cases  542 

Probable Cases 91 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 
 
 

Lincoln County Data Comparison 

Source: Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 
  

Cases by Age - Confirmed  & Probable 

Ages Confirmed Probable Total 

 0-9 36 5 41 

 10-19 50 7 57 

 20-29 117 17 134 

 30-39 74 13 87 

 40-49 73 11 84 

 50-59 101 21 122 

 60-69 52 11 63 

 70-79 21 4 25 

 80-89 14 2 16 

 90+ 4 0 4 

Vaccine Breakthrough Cases (Confirmed & 
Probable) 12/15/21-1/12/22 

Breakthrough cases, hospitalized >5 

Total breakthrough cases 164 
 

Unvaccinated Cases (Confirmed & Probable) 
12/15/21-1/12/22 

Unvaccinated cases, hospitalized 14 

Total unvaccinated cases 469 

In the last month, Lincoln County has seen: 

 Very high to critically high disease activity level 

 52.9% of COVID-19 tests were positive this past 
week 

 25.9% (164/633) of cases have been vaccine 
breakthrough cases 

 15 hospitalizations; those individuals were in 
their 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, 60s, 80s, and 90s 

 1 death 
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Lincoln County Activity Level 

 
More information on data interpretation at 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/disease.htm 

 
 

 

Lincoln County Data 
 

Total number of COVID-19 
cases in Lincoln County: 
 

 

 
 
* Source Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Positive Cases 1/5/22 1/12/22 Change (+,-, =) 

Confirmed 5,111 5,368 + 257 

Probable 429 469 + 40 

* A person is counted as a probable case or death of COVID-19 if they are not positive (confirmed) by a confirmatory laboratory 
test method (ex: PCR or NAT test), but have met one of the following: 
 

 Test positive using an antigen test method. 

 Have symptoms of COVID-19 AND known exposure to COVID-19 (ex: being a close contact of someone who was diagnosed 
with COVID-19). 

 COVID-19 or SARS-CoV-2 is listed on the death certificate. 
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*As of 1/12/22 – in addition to confirmed cases 
hospitalized, 15 probable cases have been hospitalized 
due to COVID-19 in Lincoln County since 4/1/20. 
*Source Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*As of 1/12/22 – in addition to confirmed cases deaths, there  
have been 29 probable COVID-19 related deaths in Lincoln  
County since 4/1/20.  
*Source Wisconsin Electronic Disease Surveillance System 
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CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY NOVEMBER 29, 2021 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday November 29, 2021 

I. Call to Order  

Alderman Russell called the meeting to order at 5:15 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Remote  

Steve Hass Alderperson - Second District  Present  

Mark Weix Alderperson - Seventh District  Present  

 

Other meeting attendees (either in-person or remotely) included: Fire Chief Josh Klug, 
Police Chief Corey Bennett, Deputy Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck, City Attorney Tom 
Hayden, Alderman Rick Blake, Duane Yorde, Brent Scantlin and City Clerk Bill 
Heideman. Merrill Productions was present to videotape the meeting.  

 

II. COVID-19 Reports  

Alderman Russell reported that, since the last meeting, he has not received any reports from 
Lincoln County officials.  
 
Alderman Russell reviewed the latest data on the Lincoln County Health Department 
website. Lincoln County remains in the “Very High” category of COVID-19 activity.   
 
Alderman Russell reviewed upcoming area vaccination and testing opportunities.  
 
Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported that the Merrill Area Public Schools have made no 
recent changes by COVID-19 policies.  

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

The nuisance complaint summary report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported on the three cases that appeared on the report. 
Nothing has changed on the first case in the last two months. The second case is a 
“work in progress” at this time. The third case has a court date pending.    

2. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett answered questions on the vouchers.  
 
Motion (Hass/Weix) to approve.  
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday November 29, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday November 29, 2021 

RESULT: APPROVED 

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. Consider application from B's Nest, LLC, Duane Yorde, Agent, for a Class "B" 
(beer) and a "Class B" (liquor) license for B's Nest,  1404 W. Main Street, 
effective December 17, 2021.   

The application was in the meeting packet.  
 
Police Chief Bennett has no concerns with the application.  
 
Motion (Hass/Weix) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 12/14/2021 6:00 PM 

V. Other agenda items to consider:  

 None.   

VI. Minutes & Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of October 25, 2021 meeting   

The minutes were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Weix/Hass) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug provided information related to ongoing training.  
 
A new tethered drone has been purchased and staff is beginning to learn to use it. This 
purchase (approximately $30,000) was made possible by funding from the Bierman 
Foundation.  
 
Fire drills in all schools were performed as part of continuing fire prevention efforts.  
 
Fire Chief Klug reported on a donation from the Lau family.  
 
A presentation on the Community Care Paramedic program was made to officials from 
Aspirus Wausau Hospital.  
 
There was a recent structure fire on Cotter Avenue.  
 
Fire Chief Klug answered questions related to the monthly report.   

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

The report was in the meeting packet. 
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday November 29, 2021 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday November 29, 2021 

 
Police Chief Bennett reported that it was a busy month for school calls and traffic cases.  
 
A Christmas fundraiser was held recently.  
 
The 2017 squad car no longer in service has been disposed of via auction.  
 
Efforts are being made to expedite the hiring process. 
 
The Police and Fire Commission will be meeting on December 6th.  
 
Two grant applications have been submitted to the Bierman Foundation.  
 
The Christmas parade is scheduled for Saturday, December 4th, and will begin at 5:00 
P.M.  
 
Winter parking restrictions will be in effect beginning December 1st.  
 
Efforts to obtain a COPS grant were unsuccessful this year. At this time, obtaining grant 
money is a very competitive process.  

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Alderman Russell complimented the staff at the Lincoln County Humane Society for the 
high-quality work they have done and continue to do.  

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Hass/Weix) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

No December meeting was scheduled. However, if circumstances dictate that a December 
meeting is necessary, Chairperson Russell will call a meeting.  
 
The regular January meeting was scheduled for Monday, January 24th, 2022 at 5:15 P.M in 
the City Hall Common Council Chambers.  

VIII. Public Comment Period 

None.  

IX. Adjournment  

Motion (Weix/Hass) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 5:51 P.M.  
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