
 

CITY OF MERRILL 
HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 
AGENDA  • MONDAY, MAY 20, 2024 

 

REVISED City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 
To attend remote, call 475-882-6728  PIN 608 174 259 #  
 I. Call to Order 
 II. Public Comment  
 III. Minutes from Previous Meeting  
 1. Consider placing the minutes from the April 29th meeting on file 

 IV. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers  
 1. Nuisance Complaints 

 2. Discuss and consider approving the vouchers 

 V. General Agenda Items for Consideration  
 1. Consider a temporary Class "B" license for the Merrill Baseball Association for May 

31st, through June 2nd, 2024, at the MARC, Lions Park, and Athletic Park, in 
conjunction with the 2024 Merrill Baseball Tournament. 

 2. Consider a temporary Class "B" license for Merrill Youth Softball Association (aka 
Merrill Fastpitch) for July 5th at the MARC in conjunction with the July 5th Fireworks. 

 3. Discuss and consider amending an Ordinance, Chapter 26, Article 11, Section 26-21 
Regulation of forearms, crossbows, bows, and explosives; hunting.  This follows the 
discussion regarding the deer population discussed at last month's meeting. 

 4. Consider the 2024-2025 Liquor License Applications (per list) 

 VI. Monthly Reports  
 1. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug 

 2. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett 

 3. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society 

 4. Consider placing monthly reports on file 

 VII. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Monday, June 24th at 5:15 pm  
 VIII. Adjournment   

The Merrill City Hall is accessible to the physically disadvantaged. If special accommodations are needed, 
please contact the Merrill City Hall at (715) 536-5594. 
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CITY OF MERRILL 
HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 
MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2024 MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING     CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS     5:15 PM 
  

I. Call to Order Chair Rick called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm. 
Present: Alderperson Weix Jr., Alderperson Caylor, Alderperson Rick 
Present Not Voting: Police Chief Bennett, Norb "Nubs" Ashbeck, Fire Chief Klug 
Others:  Mayor Hass, City Clerk Anderson-Malm, Alderperson Lass, Alderperson 
Fermanich (remote), Kathleen Woodward, Mark Woodward, Jeff Klapperich, 
Merrill Community Media 

II. Public Comment Alderperson Fermanich (remote) spoke about the deer 
population problem in the City. 

III. Minutes from Previous Meeting  
 1. Consider placing the minutes from the March 25 meeting on file. 

- Alderperson Caylor motioned to place minutes from March 25 on file. 
Alderperson Weix seconded and the motion passed. 

IV. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers  
 1. Nuisance Complaints - DHO Ashbeck updated the committee with a 

complaint filed after publishing the agenda.   

 2. Discuss and consider approving the vouchers - Alderperson Weix Jr. 
motioned to Approve. Alderperson Caylor seconded and the motion Passed. 

V. General Agenda Items for Consideration  
 1. Discussion and consideration regarding the deer population in the City 

of Merrill limits, including enforcement, higher fines for feeding deer, 
and other ideas for controlling the deer population in the city. - Police 
Chief Bennett updated the committee with information.  He said there were 2 
complaints in 2023 and going back 8 years, there were 8 complaints regarding 
feeding deer.  Items that could be explored are increasing/promoting areas 
open to hunting, opening areas for hunting, or offering kill tags issued by the 
DNR. However, no hunting can be done until that autumn.  The areas for 
hunting would be private property only and would be for bow hunting only. 
There could be open public areas and open nuisance areas could be 
determined. However, these would require re-wording of the ordinance and 
there would need to be ground rules in place.  The committee discussed the 
issues involved with bow hunting in the City.  Following further discussion, it 
was decided this would be brought back to the committee after the City 
Attorney is consulted as to how the ordinance could be modified.  No further 
action was taken. 
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 2. Consider the change of agent application for Walgreens #10574, 101 N 
Center Avenue to Jeffry C. Klapperich. - Alderperson Caylor motioned to 
Approve. Alderperson Weix Jr. seconded and the motion Passed. 

 3. Consider a Class B liquor license for The Creative Spirit LLC, 129 N 
Prospect Street. - Kathleen Woodward and Mark Woodward were given floor 
privileges to explain The Creative Spirit LLC.  They stated this would be an 
arts & crafts center workshop where artists could offer classes.  People 
participating in the class could purchase beer or wine while crafting. Following 
a brief discussion, Alderperson Caylor motioned to Approve. Alderperson 
Weix Jr. seconded and the motion Passed. 

 4. Consider a street use permit for Gesundheit Saloon, 1300 E Main St for 
May 18, 2024, from 5:00 pm until 11:00 pm. - Alderperson Caylor motioned 
to Approve. Alderperson Weix Jr. seconded and the motion Passed. 

 5. Consider a street use permit for Gesundheit Saloon, 1300 E Main Street, 
for August 17, 2024, from 11:00 am until 11:00 pm, in conjunction with 
the 150th Anniversary of the bar celebration. - Alderperson Caylor 
motioned to Approve. Alderperson Weix Jr. seconded and the motion Passed. 

VI. Monthly Reports  
 1. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug - The report was in the packet.  Fire Chief 

Klug highlighted a few items. 

 2. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett - The report was in the 
packet.  Police Chief Bennett highlighted some items. 

 3. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society - The report was in the 
packet. 

 4. Consider placing monthly reports on file - Alderperson Weix motioned to 
place the monthly reports on file. Alderperson Caylor seconded and the 
motion passed. 

VII. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Monday, May 20th at 5:15  
VIII. Adjournment Alderperson Caylor motioned to Adjourn. Alderperson Weix Jr. 

seconded and the motion Passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by City Clerk Anderson-Malm  
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CITY OF MERRILL
1004 EAST FIRST STREET
MERRILL, WI 54452-2586

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-
Introduced:
1st Reading:
2nd Reading:
3rd Reading:
Committee/Commission Action:

AN ORDINANCE
The Common Council of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, does ordain as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 26, Article II, Section 26-21 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of 
Merrill is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 26-21. Regulation of firearms, crossbows, bows, and explosives; hunting.

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 

Firearm means a weapon that acts by force of gunpowder. 

(b) Discharging firearms and other weapons.

(1) No person shall fire or discharge any firearm, rifle, hand gun, air gun, crossbow or bow and 
arrow in the city. 

(c) Exceptions. This section shall not apply to the following: 

(1) A law enforcement officer while engaged in official duties; 

(2) The maintenance and use of city-approved supervised rifle or pistol ranges, shooting 
galleries or firearm, rifle air gun or handgun safety courses; 

(3) The firing or discharging of BB guns upon private premises by persons over 16 years or 
persons under such age under the direct personal supervision of a parent or guardian; 

(4) The discharge of a firearm or the other use of weapons as allowed under Wis. Stats. § 
939.45; 

(5) The discharge of a shotgun, muzzle loader, pistol, crossbow or bow and arrow only as 
permitted by the state department of natural resources on lands owned by the state 
department of natural resources; 

AN ORDINANCE: 

Re: Amending Chapter 26, Article II, Section 26-21 
Regulation of firearms, crossbows, bows, and 
explosives; hunting.
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(6) The discharge of a crossbow or bow and arrow on property with consent of the property 
owner and in a manner in which the flight of the bolt or arrow does not leave the property 
or otherwise endanger the safety of any other persons or the property of another; 

(7) The discharge of a weapon by a person as authorized by a special resolution passed by 
the city common council for a specific area, purpose and limited to a specific duration of 
time. 

(d) Explosive devices; permit required. No person shall discharge or detonate any dynamite, 
nitroglycerin or other explosive within the city without first obtaining a permit to do so from the chief 
of police. 

(e) Hunting regulated. Hunting is prohibited within the corporate limits of the City of Merrill on lands 
owned or controlled by the city, except as authorized by the Chief of Police. Persons hunting on city 
owned forest land in the Town of Schley and lands owned by the state within the city shall be 
required to observe all hunting regulations established by the state department of natural resources 
and subject to the regulations of this article. 

(f) Exception; wildlife overpopulation.

(1) The common council may designate certain areas of the city as being so overpopulated 
with certain forms of wildlife, such as deer, that it may designate those areas as animal 
nuisance areas, and allow the hunting and destruction of the nuisance animals within that 
area which are owned or controlled by the city. 

(2) Prior to doing this, the common council shall order the following: 

a. Give notice, conduct a hearing and make findings upon that hearing as to 
whether or not there is sufficient evidence to warrant the designation of a 
nuisance animal area. 

b. Consult with, and if necessary, obtain any necessary permit or authorization from 
the state and federal government. 

c. If any area is designated as a nuisance animal area, the common council shall 
adopt rules governing the destruction of the animals in that area to ensure that it 
is done safely and in accordance with any permits or regulations of the state or 
federal government. 

The common council shall also set the limits of the area together with the times that the 
destruction will be conducted to include the type of weapons and what persons will be 
doing the elimination. 

(g) Use of weapons while hunting—Regulated.

(1) No person may discharge a firearm or air gun except as otherwise permitted by the City of 
Merrill, while hunting within the City of Merrill. 

(2) No person may fire a crossbow or bow and arrow except as otherwise permitted by the 
City of Merrill while hunting within the City of Merrill and is also required to comply with the 
following additional restrictions while hunting: 

a. The person who hunts with a crossbow or bow and arrow, must discharge the 
bolt or arrow towards the ground in a downward flight from the point of discharge 
to target animal. 

b. The person must have the permission of all property owners and owners of all 
permanent structures used for human occupancy, including a manufactured 
home, with 100 yards of the point of discharge. 
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Section 2. Severability.  In the event any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of 
this ordinance is for any reason held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 
competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent 
provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this ordinance. It 
is the legislative intent of the Common Council that this ordinance would have been adopted 
if such illegal provision had not been included or any illegal application had not been made.

Section 3. Repeal and Effective Date.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances and resolu-
tions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect from and 
after its passage and publication.

Moved by:

Adopted:

Approved:

Published:

Approved:

Steve J. Hass, Mayor

Attest:

Lori Anderson-Malm, City Clerk
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