
 

CITY OF MERRILL 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA  • WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2026 

 

Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 
To attend remotely call 724-566-3849  PIN 871 752 849 #  
 I. Call to Order 
 II. Consider approving minutes from the previous meeting  
 1. Minutes from the October 29th meeting 

 III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Water & Sewer Vouchers 

 2. Water & Sewer Operation Monthly Report - Utility Superintendent Steinagel 

 IV. Street Department Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Street Department Vouchers 

 V. General Agenda Items for Consideration  
 1. Discuss and consider the Resolution for Exercising Police Power for Special 

Assessments. 

 VI. Monthly Reports  
 1. Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel 

 2. Monthly Report - City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey 

 3. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack 

 4. Monthly Report - Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty 

 5. Consider placing monthly reports on file 

 VII. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Wednesday, February 25th at 5:15 pm  
 VIII. Public Comment  
 IX. Adjournment  
  

The Merrill City Hall is accessible to the physically disadvantaged. If special accommodations are needed, 
please contact the Merrill City Hall at (715) 536-5594. 
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CITY OF MERRILL 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2025 MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING     CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS     5:15 PM  

I. Call to Order Mayor Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm 
Present: Mayor Hass, D6 Alderperson Rick, D1 Alderperson A. Caylor, D8 
Alderperson Rutkowski 
Present Not Voting: City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod 
Akey, Street Superintendent Dustin Bonack, Utility Superintendent Gabe 
Steinagel, Building/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel, City Clerk Anderson-Malm 
(remote) 
Excused: Ron Liberty 

II. Consider approving minutes from the previous meeting  
 1. Minutes from the September 24th meeting - (D6 Alderperson Rick/D8 

Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to place minutes on file. The motion 
passed. 

III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Water & Sewer Vouchers - (D1 Alderperson A. 

Caylor/D8 Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to approve. The motion 
passed. 

 2. Water & Sewer Operation Monthly Report - Utility Superintendent 
Steinagel - Utility Superintendent Steinagel highlighted some items from the 
report and answered questions. 

IV. Street Department Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Street Department Vouchers - (D6 Alderperson 

Rick/D8 Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to approve. The motion 
passed. 

 2. Discuss and consider vacating the alley between 603 and 605 S Foster 
Street. - City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey 
explained the alley vacation to the committee. It is only a portion of the alley. 
This will be forwarded to the City Plan Commission and to the Common 
Council. Following discussion, (D6 Alderperson Rick/D1 Alderperson A. 
Caylor) motion/second to approve. The motion passed. 

V. Monthly Reports  
 1. Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel - The 

report was included in the packet. 

 2. Monthly Report - City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer 
Akey - The report was included in the packet. 
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 3. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack - The report was included 
in the packet and questions were answered. 

 4. Monthly Report - Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty - The report was 
given verbally by Mayor Hass. 

 5. Consider placing monthly reports on file - (D6 Alderperson Rick/D8 
Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to place monthly reports on file. The 
motion passed. 

VI. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Wednesday, November 26th at 5:15 pm or 
Call of the Chair The next meeting will be Call of the Chair. 

VII. Public Comment There was no public comment. 

VIII. Adjournment (D6 Alderperson Rick/D1 Alderperson A. Caylor) motion/second to 
adjourn. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 5:23 pm. 

  

 Minutes respectfully submitted by City Clerk Anderson-Malm 
Minutes are in draft form until approved at the next scheduled meeting 
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RESOLUTION NO.  

 
A PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO EXERCISE SPECIAL 

ASSESSMENT POWERS BY POLICE POWER UNDER SECTION 66.0703 OF THE 
WISCONSIN STATUTES. 

 
RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin: 
 

A. The Common Council hereby declares its intention to exercise its power under Section 
66.0703 Wisconsin Statutes, to levy special assessments under the police power upon all 
properties abutting the following improvements in the City of Merrill, Wisconsin: 

 
1. Sidewalk inspection pursuant to sidewalk inspection program.  Sidewalk 

maintenance area is city wide as deemed most needed:  
 
a)  Isolated sidewalk repairs requested or needed. 
b)  Driveway approaches requested or needed. 
c)  Curb and gutter requested or needed. 
d)             New sidewalk extensions as requested and/or 
                approved by Board of Public Works.  

 
B. The Common Council determines that the above improvements constitute an exercise of 

the police power and the amount assessed each parcel abutting on the street shall be on a 
reasonable basis as approved by the Common Council and which rates are in effect at the 
time of installation in accordance with special assessment procedures set forth in 
provisions of Chapter 18, Article III, Division 3 of the Code of Ordinances, City of 
Merrill, Wisconsin. 

 
C. The assessments against any parcels of land may be paid in cash not later than November 

1 of the year such improvements are made, or in installments as provided by Chapter 18, 
Article III, Division 3 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Merrill, Wisconsin.  Rate of 
interest on installment payments shall be as set by Common Council action. 

 
D. The City Engineering/Zoning Department shall, with respect to the items mentioned at 

paragraph A above, prepare a report consisting of: 
 

1. Preliminary or final plans and specifications with maps of the improvements. 
2. An estimate of the entire cost of the proposed work or improvements. 
3. A schedule of the proposed assessments as to each parcel of property affected. 
4. A statement that the properties against which the assessments are proposed are 

benefited and that the improvements constitute an exercise of the police power. 
 

 
E. The City Engineering/Zoning Department shall complete and file such reports in the City 

Clerk’s office for public inspection no later than February 4th, 2026. 
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 The Board of Public Works of the City of Merrill shall hold a public hearing on 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.  The hearing shall be held in the 
Council Chambers in the City Hall, Merrill, Wisconsin, on the improvements 
mentioned in paragraph A above.  The City Clerk shall cause a notice of said hearing 
to be published once as a Class I notice no later than February 13, 2026.   

    

Recommended by Board of Public Works 
 
Moved: 

 
Passed: 

 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN 
 
 
Steve Hass 
Mayor 
 
 
 
Lori Anderson-Malm 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF MERRILL 
1004 EAST FIRST STREET 
MERRILL, Wl54452-2586 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

All persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard at a public hearing to be 
held by and before the Board of Public Works of the City of Merrill, Wisconsin, 
commencing at 6:00p.m., on Wednesday, February 25th, 2026, in the Council Chambers 
at City Hall, Merrill, Wisconsin, on the following proposed matter, to wit: 

A. The Common Council hereby declares its intention to exercise its power under 
Section 66.0703 Wisconsin Statutes, to levy special assessments under the police 
power upon all properties abutting the following improvements in the City of Merrill, 
Wisconsin: 

 
1.  Sidewalk inspection pursuant to sidewalk inspection program. Sidewalk 

maintenance area is city wide as deemed most needed: 
 

a) Isolated sidewalk repairs requested or needed. 
b) Driveway approaches requested or needed. 
c) Curb and gutter requested or needed. 
d) New sidewalk extensions as requested and/or approved 

by Board of Public Works. 
B. Said public improvements shall include, where appropriate: 

 
1. The grading of said street. 
2. The surfacing of said street with asphalt. 
3. The installation of curb and gutter on said street. 
4. The installation, removal or replacement of sidewalk, driveway and curb 

and gutter on said street. 
5. The installation of water main and water laterals on said street. 
6. The installation of sanitary sewer and sewer laterals on said street. 
7. The installation of storm sewer on said street. 
8. The necessary landscaping on said street. 
9. All improvements shall be completed to plans and specifications prepared 

or approved by the Public Works Director and recorded in the office of the 
Public Works Director/City Engineer. 
 

Any person desiring a transcript of the proceeding must obtain and furnish the 
same at his or her own expense. 

If you have any questions, please call Public Works Director/City Engineer, Rod 
Akey at 536-5594. 

Dated: January 21, 2026  CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN 
 
 

BY:                                                                    
Lori Anderson-Malm 
City Clerk 
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- --C-ity of-Merrill-
lnspection Department

Darin Pagel, Building/Zoning Administrator 
1004 E 1st Street I Merrill, WI I 54452 

Phone: (715) 536-4880 I Fax: (715) 539-2668 
Darin.Pagel@ci.merrill.wi.us 

TO: Board of Public Works 

FROM: Darin Pagel, Building Inspector 

Dear Board Members, 

Since the last meeting, I have been dealing with typical issues around the City. The following are some highlights. 

Daily building and zoning questions, issuance of permits,, and inspections. 
Nuisance Complaint investigations and follow-ups. 
Exterior maintenance and garbage files. 
Garbage follow-ups. 
New Home Permits and Inspections. 
Exterior Maintenance follow-ups. 

I have included permit, outstanding orders list. 
I plan to be at the meeting for any questions. 

An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. 

Page 116 of 120



. .. .. Property Owner ..
DJ Management 

.... , S.!r,_E!E!!#t,.� ..... S.!�E!ett::Jc1i:ne 
402 IHimes 

l 
! 

g�tstari�i_ngExt t_\llc1int 2_02_6_ 

JJr,i5.p (?c1!E! .. \ ...... . -�- ........ l:)E!S.<:Ji.J?ti<>,r,iC>fYi<>,lil!igr,is
i0G-24-25 15-Day Garbage - Complaint 

Page 1 

. 1/15/2026 

. . J l::C>�p_()cl!'=.. . .i 

Page 117 of 120



2025 BUILDING/ZONING PERMITS 

PERMIT TYPE FEES JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER t-lOVEMBEF DECEMBE� GRAND TOTAL 

New Residence $685.00 1 3 1 1 1 1 5 1 14 

Mobile Homes $75.00 0 

Re. Remodel<500 $375.00 2 1 3 

Re. Remodel>500 $475.00 1 3 2 1 7 

Re. Remodel Small $65.00 1 1 

Mechanical $65.00 4 9 3 12 5 15 9 2 14 4 6 83 

Garages $175.00 1 1 3 1 6 

Storage Big. w/o Elec $125.00 1 3 2 4 2 1 3 1 17 

Wrecking $125.00 1 1 

Decks/Porches $175.00 1 1 1 1 1 5 

Signs $70.00 2 1 2 1 1 1 2 4 1 2 1 18 

Fence $65.00 1 3 5 9 5 5 3 3 5 2 41 

Commercial New/Add. $200.00 1 1 1 2 5 

Comm. No S.F. Rem.I $200.00 1 1 1 2 1 6 

Moving $100.00 0 

Swimming pools $75.00 1 1 

Tel. Comm $50.00 0 

Chicken Coop $25.00 1 1 

Number of Permits: 10 12 17 22 22 12 30 22 15 32 9 7 210 

Total Permit Amount $ 2,547.80 $ 9,137.70 $ 4,610.00 $ 2,535.00 $ 2,885.00 $ 2,570.00 $ 4,015.00 $ 3,205.00 $ 5,960.00 $ 21,550.00 $ 985.00 $ 704.40 $ 60,704.90 
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                       CITY OF MERRILL 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

January 28th, 2026 

 

Engineering 
 
-Development and infrastructure planning for 2026 and beyond 
 
-Working on easement issues 
 
-Working on future development options 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Roderick J. Akey, PE 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer 
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City of Merrill Street Department 
Street Superintendent 

Report to the Board of Public Works 
January 28, 2026 

 

 

• Snow removal – It has been a very busy snow season for our crew. While we haven’t had any large snowfalls, the 
snow we are receiving is frequent enough to constantly be treating roads. We experienced multiple freezing rain 
and rain events that resulted in lots of salt and sand being used so far. We mixed sand the first week of January 
already and have had the salt shed filled multiple times. There is a salt shortage starting to be seen with 
contractors and some counties so this is something we will be monitoring. We have starting removing snow 
from corners, hydrants and boulevards along main streets.  

• Sidewalks – As of January 21, we have sent out 131 letters and cleared 13 sidewalks. Most of the places we 
cleared are vacant.  

• Trees – We haven’t spent much time on trees yet since the weather has been active, but we have done some 
pruning and a number of removals. We still have a pretty long list of removals we would like to complete before 
the end of winter.  

• Garbage and recycling – Holiday season collection was busy as usual. We collected Christmas trees for the DNR  
to use for their trout stream rehab  

• City garage – On the really cold days we have the crew doing street sign inspections, shop painting, building 
surveying stakes and general vehicle maintenance. We will be publishing the RFP for the new plow truck soon as 
well as getting quotes for the budgeted rear blade and tractor broom.  

 

Sincerely, 

Dustin Bonack 

Street Superintendent 
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