
 

CITY OF MERRILL 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA  • WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2026 

 

Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 
To attend remotely call 929-324-2596  PIN 104 475 941 #  
 I. Call to Order 
 II. Consider approving minutes from the previous meeting  
 1. Minutes from the February 25th meeting. 

 III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Water & Sewer Vouchers 

 2. Water & Sewer Operation Monthly Report - Utility Superintendent Steinagel 

 IV. Street Department Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Street Department Vouchers 

 2. Discuss and consider the snow removal charge for 811 Cottage St. 

 3. Consider bids for the 2026 Kyes Street Reconstruction Project. 

 V. Monthly Reports  
 1. Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel 

 2. Monthly Report - City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey 

 3. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack 

 4. Consider placing monthly reports on file 

 VI. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Wednesday, April 29th at 5:15 pm  
 VII. Public Comment  
 VIII. Adjournment  
  

The Merrill City Hall is accessible to the physically disadvantaged. If special accommodations are needed, 
please contact the Merrill City Hall at (715) 536-5594. 
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CITY OF MERRILL 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026 MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING     CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS     5:15 PM  

I. Call to Order Mayor Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm 
Present: Mayor Hass, D1 Alderperson A. Caylor, D8 Alderperson Rutkowski 
Present Not Voting: City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod 
Akey, Street Superintendent Dustin Bonack, Utility Superintendent Gabe 
Steinagel, Building/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel. City Clerk Anderson-Malm 
Excused: D6 Alderperson Mike Rick, Ron Liberty 

II. Consider approving minutes from the previous meeting  
 1. Minutes from the January 28th meeting. - (D8 Alderperson Rutkowski/D1 

Alderperson A. Caylor) motion/second to place minutes on file. The motion 
passed. 

III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Water & Sewer Vouchers - (D1 Alderperson A. 

Caylor/D8 Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to approve. The motion 
passed. 

 2. Water & Sewer Operation Monthly Report - Utility Superintendent 
Steinagel - Utility Superintendent Steinagel updated the committee and 
highlighted some items. 

 3. Consider terminating the existing Sewer Easement for N Pineridge Ave 
with Zastrow property (AKA Doug and Cindy, LLC). - CA/PWD/CE Akey 
explained the easement going to the gravel pit. Zastrow would like to build 
south of the easement. He explained it is best to vacate the easement and, if 
needed in the future, a lift station could be created. Following discussion (D8 
Alderperson Rutkowski/D1 Alderperson A. Caylor) motion/second to terminate 
the Pine Ridge easement and forward it to Council. The motion passed. 

 4. Consider a Cell Tower Lease extension with T-Mobile Central, LLC. 
- CA/PWD/CE Akey the city has had this lease since 2001 and is proposing 
the 1st amendment to the lease. This would be approximately $27,000 per 
year T-Mobile Central, LLC would pay to the city. This amount would increase 
every 5 years by 10 percent. (D1 Alderperson A. Caylor/D8 Alderperson 
Rutkowski) motion/second to accept the agreement and forward it to Council. 
The motion passed. 

IV. Street Department Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Street Department Vouchers - (D1 Alderperson 

A. Caylor/D8 Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to approve. The motion 
passed. 
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 2. Update to the 2026 Street Opening Permit - Street Superintendent Bonack 
explained the update to the committee. The changes factor in the cost of 
materials. (D8 Alderperson Rutkowski/D1 Alderperson A. Caylor) 
motion/second to approve and forward to Council. The motion passed. 

V. Monthly Reports  
 1. Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel - There 

were no questions. 

 2. Monthly Report - City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer 
Akey - Some items were highlighted. There were no additional questions. 

 3. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack - Some items were 
highlighted. There were no additional questions. 

 4. Consider placing monthly reports on file - (D8 Alderperson Rutkowski/D1 
Alderperson A. Caylor) motion/second to place monthly reports on file. The 
motion passed. 

VI. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Wednesday, March 25th at 5:15 pm  
VII. Public Comment There was no public comment. 

VIII. Public Hearing starting at 6:00 pm The committee paused the meeting at 
approximately 5:30 and resumed at 6:00 for the public hearing portion of the 
agenda. 

 1. Notice of Public Hearing - The meeting resumed at 6:00 pm for the public 
hearing. The notice was read by City Clerk Anderson-Malm. (D1 Alderperson 
A. Caylor/D8 Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to open the public 
hearing.  The motion passed. There was no one to speak for or against the 
hearing in-person or remote. (D8 Alderperson Rutkowski/D1 Alderperson A. 
Caylor) motion/second to close the public hearing. The motion passed. 

 2. Discuss and consider a preliminary resolution of intent to exercise 
special assessment powers by police power. - There were no further 
questions from the committee regarding the notice. (Mayor Hass/D8 
Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to approve the Resolution and forward 
to the Council with approval. The motion passed. 

IX. Adjournment (D1 Alderperson A. Caylor/D8 Alderperson Rutkowski) 
motion/second to adjourn. The motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 6:03 pm. 

  

 Minutes respectfully submitted by City Clerk Anderson-Malm 
Minutes are in draft form until approved at the next scheduled meeting 
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An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer. 

City of Merrill
Street Department

315 E. 1st Street   I    Merrill, WI   I    54452
Phone: (715) 536-4222  

Streets@ci.merrill.wi.us

 

 

 

Date:  February 10, 2026  
 
Bill To:  Jeremy Patterson 
 811 Cottage Street 
 Merrill, WI  54452 
  
  
 
Description          Amount 
Address: 811 Cottage Street, Merrill, WI  54452 
Parcel # 251-3106-112-0163 

 
Charges for removing snow & ice     Date:  February 10, 2026    
1 Hour              $300.00 
      
  
       
Total Due              $300.00  
 
Rates  
$300 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 
$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 
2nd and subsequent occurrences in a calendar year. 
$500 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 
$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 
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 December 16, 2025 
 

City of Merrill
Street Department

315 E. 1st Street   I    Merrill, WI   I    54452
Phone: (715) 536-4222

Streets@ci.merrill.wi.us

   
   JEREMY PATTERSON 

 811 COTTAGE STREET                                                                      
  MERRILL, WI 54452 
 

NOTICE:   Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks 

SERVICE ADDRESS: 811 COTTAGE STREET 

Date and Time by which snow and/or ice must be remove:   DECEMBER 21, 2025 
 

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNER: THIS IS THE ONLY NOTICE BEING MAILED. 
IF YOU RENT THIS PROPERTY, YOU SHOULD NOTIFY YOUR RENTER OF THIS NOTICE, 

HOWEVER, YOU AS PROPERTY OWNER ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INVOICES 
Rates:  $300 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 

$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 
2nd and subsequent occurrences in a calendar year. 

$500 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 
$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED that if snow and/or ice continues to remain on sidewalks adjoining your 
property. Failure to remove the accumulated snow and/or ice by the date and time listed above will result 
in removal by City Employees. The cost of such removal will be billed to you at the hourly rate listed 
above. Actual charges may vary depending on the length of time spent removing snow and/or ice by City 
Employees. 

Ice remaining on sidewalk after snow is removed must be treated with salt, ice melt, or sand to eliminate any 
slipping hazard. Street crossings and ramps must be free and clear of snow and ice. Sidewalks must be shoveled 
full width of concrete. 

Section 32-91 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Merrill requires that the owner, occupant or person in charge of property 
within the City of Merrill keep sidewalks adjoining their property free and clear of snow and ice. Any accumulated snow and ice must 
be removed from sidewalks within 48 hours from the time the snow ceases to accumulate on the sidewalk. Failure to remove such 
snow and ice will cause the City of Merrill to remove any accumulated snow and ice and bill the owner, occupant or person in charge 
of the property for the cost of said removal. Each property will receive only one (1) notice each season. This notice will remain in 
effect for six (6) months from date of issue. 
Questions, please call the City of Merrill, Street Department at 715-536-4222. 
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 December 16, 2025 
 

City of Merrill
Street Department

315 E. 1st Street   I    Merrill, WI   I    54452
Phone: (715) 536-4222

Streets@ci.merrill.wi.us

   
   JEANETTE SCHMITT 

 807 COTTAGE STREET                                                                      
  MERRILL, WI 54452 
 

NOTICE:   Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks 

SERVICE ADDRESS: 807 COTTAGE STREET 

Date and Time by which snow and/or ice must be remove:   DECEMBER 21, 2025 
 

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNER: THIS IS THE ONLY NOTICE BEING MAILED. 
IF YOU RENT THIS PROPERTY, YOU SHOULD NOTIFY YOUR RENTER OF THIS NOTICE, 

HOWEVER, YOU AS PROPERTY OWNER ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INVOICES 
Rates:  $300 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 

$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 
2nd and subsequent occurrences in a calendar year. 

$500 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 
$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED that if snow and/or ice continues to remain on sidewalks adjoining your 
property. Failure to remove the accumulated snow and/or ice by the date and time listed above will result 
in removal by City Employees. The cost of such removal will be billed to you at the hourly rate listed 
above. Actual charges may vary depending on the length of time spent removing snow and/or ice by City 
Employees. 

Ice remaining on sidewalk after snow is removed must be treated with salt, ice melt, or sand to eliminate any 
slipping hazard. Street crossings and ramps must be free and clear of snow and ice. Sidewalks must be shoveled 
full width of concrete. 

Section 32-91 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Merrill requires that the owner, occupant or person in charge of property 
within the City of Merrill keep sidewalks adjoining their property free and clear of snow and ice. Any accumulated snow and ice must 
be removed from sidewalks within 48 hours from the time the snow ceases to accumulate on the sidewalk. Failure to remove such 
snow and ice will cause the City of Merrill to remove any accumulated snow and ice and bill the owner, occupant or person in charge 
of the property for the cost of said removal. Each property will receive only one (1) notice each season. This notice will remain in 
effect for six (6) months from date of issue. 
Questions, please call the City of Merrill, Street Department at 715-536-4222. 
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 December 16, 2025 
 

City of Merrill
Street Department

315 E. 1st Street   I    Merrill, WI   I    54452
Phone: (715) 536-4222

Streets@ci.merrill.wi.us

   
   SHIRLEY HEFFNER 

 306 N GENESEE STREET                                                                      
  MERRILL, WI 54452 
 

NOTICE:   Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks 

SERVICE ADDRESS: 306 N GENESEE STREET 

Date and Time by which snow and/or ice must be remove:   DECEMBER 21, 2025 
 

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNER: THIS IS THE ONLY NOTICE BEING MAILED. 
IF YOU RENT THIS PROPERTY, YOU SHOULD NOTIFY YOUR RENTER OF THIS NOTICE, 

HOWEVER, YOU AS PROPERTY OWNER ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INVOICES 
Rates:  $300 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 

$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 
2nd and subsequent occurrences in a calendar year. 

$500 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 
$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED that if snow and/or ice continues to remain on sidewalks adjoining your 
property. Failure to remove the accumulated snow and/or ice by the date and time listed above will result 
in removal by City Employees. The cost of such removal will be billed to you at the hourly rate listed 
above. Actual charges may vary depending on the length of time spent removing snow and/or ice by City 
Employees. 

Ice remaining on sidewalk after snow is removed must be treated with salt, ice melt, or sand to eliminate any 
slipping hazard. Street crossings and ramps must be free and clear of snow and ice. Sidewalks must be shoveled 
full width of concrete. 

Section 32-91 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Merrill requires that the owner, occupant or person in charge of property 
within the City of Merrill keep sidewalks adjoining their property free and clear of snow and ice. Any accumulated snow and ice must 
be removed from sidewalks within 48 hours from the time the snow ceases to accumulate on the sidewalk. Failure to remove such 
snow and ice will cause the City of Merrill to remove any accumulated snow and ice and bill the owner, occupant or person in charge 
of the property for the cost of said removal. Each property will receive only one (1) notice each season. This notice will remain in 
effect for six (6) months from date of issue. 
Questions, please call the City of Merrill, Street Department at 715-536-4222. 
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 December 16, 2025 
 

City of Merrill
Street Department

315 E. 1st Street   I    Merrill, WI   I    54452
Phone: (715) 536-4222

Streets@ci.merrill.wi.us

   
   PATRICIA RICCI 

 W5061 OLIVOTTI LAKE ROAD                                                                      
  IRMA, WI 54442 
 

NOTICE:   Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks 

SERVICE ADDRESS: 304 N PROSPECT STREET 

Date and Time by which snow and/or ice must be remove:   DECEMBER 21, 2025 
 

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNER: THIS IS THE ONLY NOTICE BEING MAILED. 
IF YOU RENT THIS PROPERTY, YOU SHOULD NOTIFY YOUR RENTER OF THIS NOTICE, 

HOWEVER, YOU AS PROPERTY OWNER ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INVOICES 
Rates:  $300 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 

$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 
2nd and subsequent occurrences in a calendar year. 

$500 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 
$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED that if snow and/or ice continues to remain on sidewalks adjoining your 
property. Failure to remove the accumulated snow and/or ice by the date and time listed above will result 
in removal by City Employees. The cost of such removal will be billed to you at the hourly rate listed 
above. Actual charges may vary depending on the length of time spent removing snow and/or ice by City 
Employees. 

Ice remaining on sidewalk after snow is removed must be treated with salt, ice melt, or sand to eliminate any 
slipping hazard. Street crossings and ramps must be free and clear of snow and ice. Sidewalks must be shoveled 
full width of concrete. 

Section 32-91 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Merrill requires that the owner, occupant or person in charge of property 
within the City of Merrill keep sidewalks adjoining their property free and clear of snow and ice. Any accumulated snow and ice must 
be removed from sidewalks within 48 hours from the time the snow ceases to accumulate on the sidewalk. Failure to remove such 
snow and ice will cause the City of Merrill to remove any accumulated snow and ice and bill the owner, occupant or person in charge 
of the property for the cost of said removal. Each property will receive only one (1) notice each season. This notice will remain in 
effect for six (6) months from date of issue. 
Questions, please call the City of Merrill, Street Department at 715-536-4222. 
 
 
 
                       RESIDENT             

304 N PROSPECT STREET                
MERRILL, WI 54452                   
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 December 16, 2025 
 

City of Merrill
Street Department

315 E. 1st Street   I    Merrill, WI   I    54452
Phone: (715) 536-4222

Streets@ci.merrill.wi.us

   
   FICK BRICKS LLC 

 N 2542 COUNTY ROAD JJ                                                                      
  MERRILL, WI 54452 
 

NOTICE:   Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks 

SERVICE ADDRESS: 302 WISCONSIN STREET 

Date and Time by which snow and/or ice must be remove:   DECEMBER 21, 2025 
 

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNER: THIS IS THE ONLY NOTICE BEING MAILED. 
IF YOU RENT THIS PROPERTY, YOU SHOULD NOTIFY YOUR RENTER OF THIS NOTICE, 

HOWEVER, YOU AS PROPERTY OWNER ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INVOICES 
Rates:  $300 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 

$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 
2nd and subsequent occurrences in a calendar year. 

$500 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 
$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED that if snow and/or ice continues to remain on sidewalks adjoining your 
property. Failure to remove the accumulated snow and/or ice by the date and time listed above will result 
in removal by City Employees. The cost of such removal will be billed to you at the hourly rate listed 
above. Actual charges may vary depending on the length of time spent removing snow and/or ice by City 
Employees. 

Ice remaining on sidewalk after snow is removed must be treated with salt, ice melt, or sand to eliminate any 
slipping hazard. Street crossings and ramps must be free and clear of snow and ice. Sidewalks must be shoveled 
full width of concrete. 

Section 32-91 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Merrill requires that the owner, occupant or person in charge of property 
within the City of Merrill keep sidewalks adjoining their property free and clear of snow and ice. Any accumulated snow and ice must 
be removed from sidewalks within 48 hours from the time the snow ceases to accumulate on the sidewalk. Failure to remove such 
snow and ice will cause the City of Merrill to remove any accumulated snow and ice and bill the owner, occupant or person in charge 
of the property for the cost of said removal. Each property will receive only one (1) notice each season. This notice will remain in 
effect for six (6) months from date of issue. 
Questions, please call the City of Merrill, Street Department at 715-536-4222. 
 
 
 
                       RESIDENT             

302 WISCONSIN STREET                
MERRILL, WI 54452                   
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 December 16, 2025 
 

City of Merrill
Street Department

315 E. 1st Street   I    Merrill, WI   I    54452
Phone: (715) 536-4222

Streets@ci.merrill.wi.us

   
   KEVIN DELP 

 500 S ALEXANDER STREET                                                                      
  MERRILL, WI 54452 
 

NOTICE:   Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks 

SERVICE ADDRESS: 106 N STATE STREET 

Date and Time by which snow and/or ice must be remove:   DECEMBER 21, 2025 
 

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNER: THIS IS THE ONLY NOTICE BEING MAILED. 
IF YOU RENT THIS PROPERTY, YOU SHOULD NOTIFY YOUR RENTER OF THIS NOTICE, 

HOWEVER, YOU AS PROPERTY OWNER ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INVOICES 
Rates:  $300 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 

$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 
2nd and subsequent occurrences in a calendar year. 

$500 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 
$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED that if snow and/or ice continues to remain on sidewalks adjoining your 
property. Failure to remove the accumulated snow and/or ice by the date and time listed above will result 
in removal by City Employees. The cost of such removal will be billed to you at the hourly rate listed 
above. Actual charges may vary depending on the length of time spent removing snow and/or ice by City 
Employees. 

Ice remaining on sidewalk after snow is removed must be treated with salt, ice melt, or sand to eliminate any 
slipping hazard. Street crossings and ramps must be free and clear of snow and ice. Sidewalks must be shoveled 
full width of concrete. 

Section 32-91 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Merrill requires that the owner, occupant or person in charge of property 
within the City of Merrill keep sidewalks adjoining their property free and clear of snow and ice. Any accumulated snow and ice must 
be removed from sidewalks within 48 hours from the time the snow ceases to accumulate on the sidewalk. Failure to remove such 
snow and ice will cause the City of Merrill to remove any accumulated snow and ice and bill the owner, occupant or person in charge 
of the property for the cost of said removal. Each property will receive only one (1) notice each season. This notice will remain in 
effect for six (6) months from date of issue. 
Questions, please call the City of Merrill, Street Department at 715-536-4222. 

NEED TO SHOVEL FULL WIDTH OF SIDEWALK 
 
                       RESIDENT             

106 N STATE STREET                
MERRILL, WI 54452                   
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 December 16, 2025 
 

City of Merrill
Street Department

315 E. 1st Street   I    Merrill, WI   I    54452
Phone: (715) 536-4222

Streets@ci.merrill.wi.us

   
   JESSE MOSSHOLDER 

 2615 W MAIN STREET                                                                      
  MERRILL, WI 54452 
 

NOTICE:   Snow and Ice Removal from Sidewalks 

SERVICE ADDRESS: 2615 W MAIN STREET 

Date and Time by which snow and/or ice must be remove:   DECEMBER 21, 2025 
 

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNER: THIS IS THE ONLY NOTICE BEING MAILED. 
IF YOU RENT THIS PROPERTY, YOU SHOULD NOTIFY YOUR RENTER OF THIS NOTICE, 

HOWEVER, YOU AS PROPERTY OWNER ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY INVOICES 
Rates:  $300 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 

$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 
2nd and subsequent occurrences in a calendar year. 

$500 First Hour (There will be a minimum one (1) hour charge) 
$50 Every 15 min. after first hour. 

PLEASE BE ADVISED that if snow and/or ice continues to remain on sidewalks adjoining your 
property. Failure to remove the accumulated snow and/or ice by the date and time listed above will result 
in removal by City Employees. The cost of such removal will be billed to you at the hourly rate listed 
above. Actual charges may vary depending on the length of time spent removing snow and/or ice by City 
Employees. 

Ice remaining on sidewalk after snow is removed must be treated with salt, ice melt, or sand to eliminate any 
slipping hazard. Street crossings and ramps must be free and clear of snow and ice. Sidewalks must be shoveled 
full width of concrete. 

Section 32-91 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Merrill requires that the owner, occupant or person in charge of property 
within the City of Merrill keep sidewalks adjoining their property free and clear of snow and ice. Any accumulated snow and ice must 
be removed from sidewalks within 48 hours from the time the snow ceases to accumulate on the sidewalk. Failure to remove such 
snow and ice will cause the City of Merrill to remove any accumulated snow and ice and bill the owner, occupant or person in charge 
of the property for the cost of said removal. Each property will receive only one (1) notice each season. This notice will remain in 
effect for six (6) months from date of issue. 
Questions, please call the City of Merrill, Street Department at 715-536-4222. 
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                       CITY OF MERRILL 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

March 25th, 2026 

 

Engineering 
 
-Development and infrastructure planning for 2026 and bid preparation 
 
-Working with Assistant City Engineer on future project evaluations/plans 
 
-Working on future development options 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Roderick J. Akey, PE 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer 
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City of Merrill Street Department 
Street Superintendent 

Report to the Board of Public Works 
March 25, 2026 

 

 

• Snow removal – Just when we thought we were done with snow removal, Mother Nature blessed us with 20”+ 
over three days from March 13-15. I am very proud of how our crew handled that stretch of work, going for 11 
days in a row, some of those shifts starting at midnight. Overall, the roads cleaned up really well considering the 
amount of snow and wind we received. It took us about three full days to haul the normal business route but 
they were able to get it done the first week. We had some equipment breakdowns which our mechanics were 
able to get fixed along with the need to borrow some equipment from local businesses. Snow removal from 
boulevards, parking lots and intersections will continue to make sure we are ready for the next spring thaw. 
Most of our storm sewers were thawed out the last time we had a warmup so as long as we can get the water to 
the drains we should be fine. Our salt and sand supply should be just right going into spring. We should be able 
to fit all of our sand into the shed without the need to cover the pile outside.  

• Road Work – We had plans for starting our spring crack sealing at the end of March or beginning of April but 
that might be pushed back until the roads are ready. We have a router rented for the whole month of April and 
we will get out on it as soon as possible. Other usual spring work is landscaping yards where the plows caught 
the grass, fixing mailboxes as needed and fixing signs that were damaged. We also like to patch some of our 
streets that are prone to potholes with the roller to keep the patch material from coming back out. Once the 
gravel alleys and roads are firm enough we will be out grading and rolling them the first time. We also like to 
send out both street sweepers and a truck for a few weeks to get as much sand off the roads as possible before 
the spring rains wash it into the storm sewer. During the nice weather we started cutting sidewalks in 
preparation for the replacement program. We will be finishing up District 2 this year and inspecting District 3 for 
next year.  

• Trees – The calm weather previous to the snow allowed us to make a lot of progress on tree removals and 
pruning. There are a handful of removals on our list to finish along with a few that are too big for us to handle. I 
will reach out to a contractor and get pricing for the ones we can’t take down safely. Once we are done 
removing, we will pull damaged sidewalks; get the stumps ground, and landscape.  

• Garbage and recycling – For the first time in a while we had to delay collection for a day due to the weather 
conditions on March 16th. Both Lincoln County and Marathon County landfills were closed so we decided to push 
collection back a day. Once the snow banks shrink down and the weather moderates we will start taking calls 
and scheduling large item collection.    

• City garage – Our mechanics were scrambling trying to keep our snow removal equipment on the road during 
the winter storms. We received the rear blade for the tractor and the guys are running hydraulic lines and 
testing it out. We are also finishing up the build of our new service truck that is used for storm sewer work. The 
changeover to summer work is starting, but as we’ve seen, we still need to be ready for snow.  
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City of Merrill Street Department 
Street Superintendent 

Report to the Board of Public Works 
March 25, 2026 

 

 

 
• Summer projects – Fahrner Asphalt was the low bidder on our sealcoating project this year. We will be working 

on those streets first this spring in preparation.  We are also planning the storm sewer work needed on the 
Taylor St resurfacing project. This will be a mid-summer project for us. Other summer projects for us include the 
retaining wall by the Cosmo Theatre as well as ditching along the old railroad grade along S Thomas St. Let’s just 
hope that spring comes soon so we don’t lose too much time to winter related maintenance.  

 

Sincerely, 

Dustin Bonack 

Street Superintendent 
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