
 

CITY OF MERRILL 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA  • WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2026 

 

Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 
To attend remotely call 516-399-7107  PIN 310 049 277 #  
 I. Call to Order 
 II. Consider approving minutes from the previous meeting 
    1. Minutes from the March 25th meeting. 

 III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items 
    1. Discuss and approve the Water & Sewer Vouchers 
    2. Water & Sewer Operation Monthly Report - Utility Superintendent Steinagel 

    3. Consider the annual CMAR - Compliance Maintenance Annual Report and forward 
to the June Common Council. 

 IV. Street Department Agenda Items 
    1. Discuss and approve the Street Department Vouchers 
    2. Discuss upcoming Taylor Street project bid timing. 

 V. Monthly Reports 
    1. Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel 
    2. Monthly Report - City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey 
    3. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack 
    4. Consider placing monthly reports on file 

 VI. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Wednesday, June 24th at 5:15 pm 

 VII. Public Comment 
 VIII. Adjournment 
  

Merrill City Hall is accessible to the physically disadvantaged. If special accommodations are needed, please 
contact Merrill City Hall at (715) 536-5594. 
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CITY OF MERRILL 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2026 MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING     CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS     5:15 PM  

I. Call to Order Mayor Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm 
Present: Mayor Hass, D6 Alderperson Rick (remote), D1 Alderperson A. Caylor, 
D8 Alderperson Rutkowski 
Present Not Voting: City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer Rod 
Akey, Street Superintendent Dustin Bonack, Utility Superintendent Gabe 
Steinagel, City Clerk Anderson-Malm 
Excused: Ron Liberty, Building/Zoning Administrator Darin Pagel 

II. Consider approving minutes from the previous meeting  
 1. Minutes from the February 25th meeting. - (D8 Alderperson Rutkowski/D1 

Alderperson A. Caylor) motion/second to place minutes on file. The motion 
passed. 

III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Water & Sewer Vouchers - (D1 Alderperson A. 

Caylor/D8 Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to approve. The motion 
passed. 

 2. Water & Sewer Operation Monthly Report - Utility Superintendent 
Steinagel - US Steinagel highlighted some items from his report and 
answered questions. 

IV. Street Department Agenda Items  
 1. Discuss and approve the Street Department Vouchers - (D1 Alderperson 

A. Caylor/D8 Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to approve. The motion 
passed. 

 2. Discuss and consider the snow removal charge for 811 Cottage St. - SS 
Bonack updated the committee regarding the snow removal charge. He 
answered questions from the committee. No one affiliated with 811 Cottage St 
was at the meeting. Following discussion, (D1 Alderperson A. Caylor/D8 
Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to deny the claim regarding shoveling 
at 811 Cottage St. The motion passed. 

 3. Consider bids for the 2026 Kyes Street Reconstruction Project. 
- CA/PWD/CE Akey addressed the committee. Information was provided in the 
packet. The budgeted amount was approximately $440,000, but the bids came 
in at over $600,000. The main reason for the cost of the bids is because of 
boring under the railroad tracks. Following further discussion, (D8 Alderperson 
Rutkowski/D1 Alderperson A. Caylor) motion/second to approve the Keys 
Street reconstruction bid for Jake's Excavating & Landscaping LLC for 
$633,073. The motion passed. 
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V. Monthly Reports  
 1. Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel - The 

report was in the packet. 

 2. Monthly Report - City Administrator/Public Works Director/City Engineer 
Akey - Some items were highlighted and questions were answered. 

 3. Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack - Some items were 
highlighted. D6 Alderperson Rick, thanked the Street Department for their 
work in removing all the snow. 

 4. Consider placing monthly reports on file - (D1 Alderperson A. Caylor/D8 
Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to place monthly reports on file. The 
motion passed. 

VI. Date and Time of Next Meeting - Wednesday, April 29th at 5:15 pm  
VII. Public Comment There was no public comment. Mayor Hass thanked D6 

Alderperson Rick for his service on the Board of Public Works Committee. 

VIII. Adjournment (D6 Alderperson Rick/D8 Alderperson Rutkowski) motion/second to 
adjourn. The motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 5:29 pm. 

  

 Minutes respectfully submitted by City Clerk Anderson-Malm 
Minutes are in draft form until approved at the next scheduled meeting 
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                       CITY OF MERRILL 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

May 27th, 2026 

 

Engineering 
 
-Project preparation for 2026 projects 
 
-Working with Assistant City Engineer to update past project files and documents 
 
-Working on Alley and Right of Way Vacations 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Roderick J. Akey, PE 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer 
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City of Merrill Street Department 
Street Superintendent 

Report to the Board of Public Works 
May 27, 2026 

 

 

• Road Work – Crack sealing was completed in the month of April. We received two heavy rainfalls on April 12 and 
13 which resulted in a collapsed culvert on Tannery Dr. We closed down one lane of traffic and replaced it on 
April 21st with the Highway Department. We didn’t have any other major damage other than a few washouts in 
the usual spots along with backed up storm sewers in low areas. Before the rain we graded most of the gravel 
roads and started working on alleys. They will need to dry out some before we can continue. The new rear blade 
on our tractor is working well on both alleys and gravel shoulders. Street sweeping continues and is down to 
running one machine only. We had a light pole that was run over on S Center Ave which we got replaced the 
next week. Stump grinding is completed and we are now replacing sidewalks.  

• Street projects – We complete retaining wall project at the Cosmo in early May. Our crew removed the old wall 
and about half of the pavers in the walkway. SD Ellenbecker then came and poured a new reinforced concrete 
wall. This was an interesting project as there were occupied apartments right next to where we were working 
along with the hole being almost 12’ deep in some spots. We plan to let the alley settle for a few months before 
we pave it.  See attached pictures of the project.  

• Storm sewer work – our sewer crew has stared repairs and replacements of catch basins and manholes. We had 
a number of manholes that we hit with the snow plows late in winter that required repairs. They have now 
moved onto storm inlets that need repair on the sealcoat streets. We worked with the water utility to clean our 
storm sewer system with their jetter truck. It has taken us about three years to get the entire system cleaned 
but it has resulted in our drains working better and showing us problems that need repairs.  

• Trees – Foley’s cut down two very large basswood trees that were on our removal list but were beyond the 
capabilities of our equipment. There is a small amount of pruning to do but overall we are done with tree work 
for the year.  

• Garbage and recycling – Large item collection started on April 6 and has been steady. I expect this to really take 
off once the warm weather sticks around and people start spring cleaning. Brush cleanup week was April 20 – 
23. This has been very popular the last few years and it appears that there was a lot of interest once again.     

• City garage – The mechanics have transformed the necessary equipment from winter operations to summer and 
we will continue to clean up and put away the plows over the next few weeks. Our recycling truck and the old 
service truck both sold on the Wisconsin Surplus site.   

Sincerely, 

Dustin Bonack 

Street Superintendent 
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