
CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA ● MONDAY OCTOBER 26, 2020 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

I. Call to Order  

II. COVID-19 Report(s) 

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

2. Vouchers   

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

1. None.   

V. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Resolution regarding COVID-19 prevention guidelines   

VI. Minutes & Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of September 28, 2020 meeting   

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

VIII. Public Comment Period 

IX. Adjournment  
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RESOLUTION NO.  
 

A RESOLUTION REGARDING COVID-19 PREVENTION GUIDELINES   
 

WHEREAS, the United States Center for Disease Control (CDC) updated 
their webpage, “How Coronavirus Spreads,” on October 5th, 2020, stating:   

"COVID-19 most commonly spreads during close contact.  
• People who are physically near (within 6 feet) a person with 

COVID-19 or have direct contact with that person are at greatest 
risk of infection. 

• When people with COVID-19 cough, sneeze, sing, talk, or breathe 
they produce respiratory droplets. These droplets can range in size 
from larger droplets (some of which are visible) to smaller droplets. 
Small droplets can also form particles when they dry very quickly in 
the airstream. 

• Infections occur mainly through exposure to respiratory droplets 
when a person is in close contact with someone who has COVID-
19. 

• Respiratory droplets cause infection when they are inhaled or 
deposited on mucous membranes, such as those that line the 
inside of the nose and mouth. 

• As the respiratory droplets travel further from the person with 
COVID-19, the concentration of these droplets decreases. Larger 
droplets fall out of the air due to gravity. Smaller droplets and 
particles spread apart in the air. 

• With passing time, the amount of infectious virus in respiratory 
 droplets also decreases. 
COVID-19 can sometimes be spread by airborne transmission 

• Some infections can be spread by exposure to virus in small 
droplets and particles that can linger in the air for minutes to hours. 
These viruses may be able to infect people who are further than 6 
feet away from the person who is infected or after that person has 
left the space. 

• This kind of spread is referred to as airborne transmission and is an 
important way that infections like tuberculosis, measles, and 
chicken pox are spread. 

• There is evidence that under certain conditions, people with 
COVID-19 seem to have infected others who were more than 6 feet 
away. These transmissions occurred within enclosed spaces that 
had inadequate ventilation. Sometimes the infected person was 
breathing heavily, for example while singing or exercising. 

o Under these circumstances, scientists believe that the 
amount of infectious smaller droplet and particles produced 
by the people with COVID-19 became concentrated enough 
to spread the virus to other people. The people who were 
infected were in the same space during the same time or 
shortly after the person with COVID-19 had left. 

• Available data indicate that it is much more common for the virus 
that causes COVID-19 to spread through close contact with a 
person who has COVID-19 than through airborne transmission.  
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COVID-19 spreads less commonly through contact with contaminated 
surfaces. 

• Respiratory droplets can also land on surfaces and objects. It is 
possible that a person could get COVID-19 by touching a surface or 
object that has the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, 
nose, or eyes. 

• Spread from touching surfaces is not thought to be a common way 
that COVID-19 spreads."; and, 

WHEREAS, the CDC also states on their “Cloth Face Cover Guidance” 
webpage update August 7th, 2020: 

"Masks are recommended as a simple barrier to help prevent 
respiratory droplets from traveling into the air and onto other people when 
the person wearing the mask coughs, sneezes, talks, or raises their voice. 
This is called source control. This recommendation is based on what we 
know about the role respiratory droplets play in the spread of the virus that 
causes COVID-19, paired with emerging evidence from clinical and 
laboratory studies that shows masks reduce the spray of droplets when 
worn over the nose and mouth. COVID-19 spreads mainly among people 
who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet), so the use 
of masks is particularly important in settings where people are close to 
each other or where social distancing is difficult to maintain." 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN this 10th day of November, 2020, that all 
citizens are urged to familiarize themselves with and to follow the current 
guidelines from the CDC by visiting the following webpage 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-
cover-guidance.html. 

 

Recommended by:  
 
 
Moved: 

 
Passed: 

 

CITY OF MERRILL, WISCONSIN 
 
 
Derek Woellner 
Mayor 
 
 
 
William N. Heideman 
City Clerk 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html


CITY OF MERRILL 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES ● MONDAY SEPTEMBER 28, 2020 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:15 PM 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday September 28, 2020 

I. Call to Order  

Alderman Russell called the meeting to order at 5:15 P.M.  
Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Rick Blake Alderperson - Third District  Present  

Paul Russell Alderperson - First District Present  

Mark Weix Alderperson - Seventh District  Present  

 

Also in attendance: City Administrator Dave Johnson, Fire Chief Josh Klug, Police Chief 
Corey Bennett, Deputy Health Officer Norbert Ashbeck, City Attorney Tom Hayden, 
Alderman Steve Hass, Alderman Steve Sabatke, Lincoln County Health Director Shelley 
Hersil (remote) and City Clerk Bill Heideman. A representative from Merrill Productions 
was present to videotape the meeting.   

 

II. Potential COVID-19 Update Report(s) 

Lincoln County Health Director Hersil reported remotely. We have seen an increase in 
COVID-19 cases recently, and the number of hospitalizations is also on the rise. Total cases 
in the county are now approaching 250, with about 50 of those occurring in the last four 
weeks. Additional testing opportunities are being offered throughout the county.    
 
Lincoln County Health Director Hersil then answered questions.  

III. Nuisance Complaints and Vouchers: 

1. Nuisance Complaints   

The nuisance complaint summary report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Deputy Health Officer Ashbeck reported on the three cases on the report. Court dates 
have been assigned to the first two cases, and Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator 
Pagel is working on the third case.  

2. Vouchers   

The vouchers were in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug answered a question related to a voucher.  
 
Motion (Weix/Blake) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

IV. Picnic and/or Liquor License Applications: 

 None.   
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday September 28, 2020 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday September 28, 2020 

V. Other agenda items to consider:  

1. Ordinance amending Code of Ordinances Chapter 6, Article IV, Section 6-90, 
to establish maximum number, size and location of apiaries (places where 
bees are kept) on private property.   

The proposed ordinance was in the meeting packet. City Attorney Hayden has drafted 
the ordinance at the request of Alderman Osness.   
 
Alderman Russell requested that floor privileges be granted to Alderman Osness. 
Without objection, it was so ordered.  
 
Alderman Osness provided verbal details on his reasons for requesting this ordinance.  
 
The proposed ordinance language specifies the following: 
 

1. A maximum of three apiary structures shall be allowed on private property. 
2. Each apiary shall not exceed ten cubic feet in size. 
3. Apiaries shall be placed at least ten feet from the property line. 

 
Motion (Blake/Weix) to approve.     

RESULT: APPROVED & SENT TO COUNCIL Next: 10/13/2020 6:00 PM 

VI. Minutes & Monthly Reports: 

1. Minutes of August 24, 2020 meeting   

The minutes were in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion (Blake/Weix) to approve.  

RESULT: APPROVED 

2. Monthly Report - Fire Chief Klug   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Fire Chief Klug reviewed the report, including the following: 
 
Recent fire inspections and the request for a Fire Inspector position  
Ongoing training  
Participation in cleanup at the State of Wisconsin Firefighter Memorial site 
Structure fire 

3. Monthly Report - Police Chief Bennett   

The report was in the meeting packet.   
 
Police Chief Bennett reviewed the report 
 
27 Applications for the Police Officer position were received.  
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Minutes Health and Safety Monday September 28, 2020 

City of Merrill Health and Safety minutes – Monday September 28, 2020 

Lincoln County has received a grant related to addressing accident “hot spots” and other 
traffic issues.  
 
Police Chief Bennett issued a reminder that the Police Department does not “sponsor” 
trick-or-treating, but they do provide resources. Trick-or-treating in the City of Merrill this 
year is scheduled for 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. on Saturday, October 31st.  

4. Monthly Report - Lincoln County Humane Society   

The report was in the meeting packet.  
 
Alderman Blake noted that, during the previous month, numerous cats were adopted.  

5. Consider placing monthly reports on file   

Motion (Blake/Weix) to place on file.  

RESULT: PLACED ON FILE 

VII. Establish date, time and location of next regular meeting 

Monday, October 26th, 2020 at 5:15 P.M. in the City Hall Common Council Chambers.  

VIII. Public Comment Period 

Alderman Russell thanked the Fire Department and Police Department for the assistance 
they provided after his recent accident.  

IX. Adjournment  

Motion (Blake/Weix) to adjourn. Carried. Adjourned at 5:49 P.M.  
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