
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

AGENDA ● WEDNESDAY AUGUST 30, 2023 

 Regular Meeting City Hall Council Chambers 5:00 PM 

 To attend remotely call 402-704-6817  PIN 549 512 747 # 

I. Call to Order 

II. Consider approving minutes from the previous meeting: 

 Minutes from the July 26th meeting   

III. Water and Sewer Agenda Items: 

1. Discussion and approval of the Water & Sewer vouchers   

2. Discuss Capital Project for 2025:   

 a. Sewer Vac Truck   

3. Water & Sewer Operation Monthly Report - Utility Superintendent Steinagel   

IV. Street Department Agenda Items: 

1. Discussion and approval of the Street Department vouchers   

2. Discussion,  consideration and review regarding the Natural Lawn Permit for 
Golden Harvest after permit application letters were sent to the neighbors and 
more information regarding their plan was received.   

3. Discussion and consideration regarding 710 Pier Street snow removal.   

V. Monthly Reports: 

 Monthly Report - Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel   

 Monthly Report - Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey   

 Monthly Report - Street Superintendent Bonack   

 Monthly Report - Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty   

 Consider placing the monthly reports on file.   

VI. Date and time of next meeting:  Wednesday, September 27 at 5:15 PM 

VII. Public Comment 

VIII. Adjournment 



 
CITY OF MERRILL 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
WEDNESDAY, July 26, 2023 - MINUTES 

Regular Meeting    City Hall Council Chambers   5:15 p.m. 

 
 Members Present:  Mayor Hass, Alderperson Sabatke, Alderperson Lupton and 

Alderperson Rick. 
  
 Others Present:  Public Works Director/City Engineer Akey, City Attorney Hayden, Street 

Superintendent Bonack, Street & Weed Commissioner Liberty, City Clerk Anderson-
Malm, Building and Inspector/Zoning Administrator Pagel, Utility Superintendent 
Steinagel and Merrill Community Media.   

  
I. Call to Order - Mayor Hass called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.   
 
II.  Consider approval of meeting minutes from June 28, 2023  
 A motion to approve the June 28 minutes was made by Alderperson Lupton.  

Alderperson Rick seconded and the motion carried. 
 
III.  Water and Sewer Agenda Items: 
 1.  Water and Sewer Vouchers 
 Alderperson Rick motioned to approve the vouchers.  Alderperson Lupton seconded and 

the motion carried. 
 
 2.  Water and Sewer Operation Monthly Report – Steinagel 
 Some item were highlighted from the monthly report.  There were no additional 

questions. 
 
 3.  Discuss and consider allowing Geiss Meats/Little Florida Trailer Court to connect to 

and dispose of sanitary waste to our system -  
 PWDCE Akey started the discussion by mentioning there are no restrictions in the 

Ordinance.  City Attorney Hayden concurred.  The proposal involves Geiss Meats to pay 
for four connections and waste on a quarterly basis.  Utility Superintendent Steinagel 
mentioned this would be approximately an additional $28,000/year without including 
additional testing.  He said there were no concerns.   

 
 Andy from Geiss Meats was granted floor privileges and spoke on this item.  He stated 

the potential for water would be considered. 
 
 Following additional discussion, Mayor Hass motioned to allow Geiss Meats/Little 

Florida Trailer Court to connect to our system with the potential of water.  Alderperson 
Sabatke seconded and the motion carried on a 3/1 voice vote.  Alderperson Rick voted 
no.   

 
 4.  Discuss Capital Projects – The capital items were included in the agenda packet.  

Utility Superintendent Steinagel answered questions from the committee.  Alderperson 
Rick motioned to forward the capital requests to the budget.  Alderperson Lupton 
seconded and the motion carried. 
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IV.  Street Department Agenda Items: 
 1. Street Department Vouchers 
 Alderperson Rick made a motion to approve the Street Department vouchers.  

Alderperson Lupton seconded and the motion carried. 
 
 2. Consider a Street Use Permit application for The Haunted Sawmill – Alderperson 

Lupton motioned to approve the street use permit.  Alderperson Sabatke seconded for 
discussion.  Alderperson Rick asked if this could be grandfathered so there is not an 
application every year for this event.  City Attorney Hayden said he could create a 
Resolution to include a grandfather clause.  The original motion was revised.  
Alderperson Rick motioned to consider a grandfather clause in a Resolution for The 
Haunted Saw Mill’s request for a street use permit for 10 years.  Alderperson Lupton 
seconded and the motion carried.  This Resolution will be created and forwarded to the 
August Common Council meeting. 

 
 3. Street Department capital equipment requests – Street Superintendent Bonack 

discussed the capital equipment requests.  Mayor Hass motioned to forward the capital 
equipment requests to the budget with favorable replacement.  Alderperson Lupton 
seconded and the motion carried. 

 
 4. Six-month Street Department budget update – Street Superintendent Bonack 

brought this update back to the committee after the initial quarterly update. 
 
 5. One-year garbage and recycle collection update – Street Superintendent Bonack 

gave the update and stated the 4-day work week is easier to schedule with workers.  He 
also mentioned more carts are needed (this was in the budget requests).  More 
businesses are requesting additional carts as well as multi-family buildings.  Initially, 
they ordered 6% more carts and they are down to their last few from the original order. 

 
 6. Consider delinquent property bids received on July 20, 2023 – PWDCE Akey stated 

the property on 503 Wisconsin Street received a bid of $5,500.  The high bidders would 
like to create a duplex.  BIZA Pagel stated this is already zoned for multi-family.  
Following discussion, Alderperson Sabatke motioned to approve the 503 Wisconsin 
Street bid with the recommendations by the Building Inspector for conditions and 
timeline with the property reverting back to the City if nothing is done to the property in 
one year.  Alderperson Rick seconded and the motion carried. 

 
 1704 E 2nd Street received a high bid of $25,695.00.  Alderperson Sabatke motioned to 

approve the bid for 1704 E 2nd St with the recommendations by the Building Inspector 
for conditions and timeline with the property reverting back to the City if nothing is 
done to the property in one year.  Alderperson Lupton seconded and the motion 
carried. 

 
 7. Consider removing existing sidewalk from 1309 and 1311 E 10th St – PWDCE Akey 

stated the carriage walk would be extended to the curb and the existing sidewalk would 
be removed.  BIZA Pagel stated this has been done for other properties.  Alderperson 
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Board of Public Works - July 26, 2023 3 | P a g e  
 

Rick motioned to remove the existing sidewalk from 1309 and 1311 E 10th St.  
Alderperson Lupton seconded and the motion carried. 

    
V.  Monthly Reports: 
 All monthly reports were included in the packet.  There were no questions.  Alderperson 

Lupton motioned to place the reports on file.  Alderperson Rick seconded and the 
motion carried. 

   
VI.  Determine date and time of next meeting: 
 Following discussion, the next meeting was changed to Wednesday, August 30th at 5:00 

PM. 
  
VII.  Public Comment 
 There was no public comment  
  
VIII.  Adjournment 
 Alderperson Rick made a motion to adjourn.  Alderperson Sabatke seconded and the 

motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:58 PM. 
 

Prepared by:  Lori L Anderson-Malm - City Clerk 
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City of Merrill 
Lori L. Anderson-Malm – City Clerk 

1004 E. First Street   I    Merrill, WI   I    54452 
 (715) 536-5594    

Lori.anderson-malm@ci.merrill.wi.us 
 

July 10, 2023 
 
Neighbor of 2700 E. Main St (Golden Harvest), 
 
Re:  Natural Lawn application 
 
The City of Merrill received a Natural Lawn permit application for 2700 E Main Street (Golden Harvest).  
Per City Ordinance 14-35 property owners within 300 feet of the listed property are required to be 
notified of this permit application.  The Ordinance may be viewed on the City website, under the 
Government tab.  As a neighbor of the listed property, you have the ability to send an objection within 
15 calendar days of the date of this letter.   
 
If you object to the City of Merrill issuing a Natural Lawn Permit for 2700 E Main Street, fill out the 
bottom portion of this letter and return it to:   City of Merrill 
      Office of the City Clerk 
      1004 East First St. 
      Merrill, WI 54452 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact my office at 715-536-5594 or 
lori.anderson-malm@ci.merrill.wi.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lori Anderson-Malm 
City Clerk 

 

OBJECTION FOR NATURAL LAWN PERMIT APPLICATION 
 
I hereby certify that I object to the Natural Lawn Permit Application for 2700 E Main 
Street (Golden Harvest), Merrill, WI 54452. 
 
Name   _______________________________ 
 
Address  _______________________________ 
Merrill, WI 54452 
 
Signature:  __________________________       Date:  _____________________ 
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From: Holly Schuett [mailto:holly.goldenharvest@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 2:18 PM 

To: Bennett, Corey 

Subject: Natural Lawn Permit 

 

Good afternoon Corey, 

 

As requested, I am replying with a more clarified statement on our desired Natural Lawn permit 

application. 

 

Main reasons for applying: 

 

- No mow May for wildlife 

- Grass in poor standings 

- Wildflowers for wildlife and aesthetics 

 

For the month of May, we would like to keep the natural spring flowers available for the 

pollinators. We ask for permission to avoid mowing at this time. 

 

Our lawn is rough and sparse due to poor soil quality. I would like the grass to grow taller so the 

roots grow deeper which will better ensure their survival and growth during dry spells 

throughout the season. I would like to ask for permission to allow the grass to grow to a height of 

8 inches or so before mowing. 

 

We plan to continuously support the natural wildflowers that grow on their own by mowing 

around them, cutting them down when they are at the end of their life. The south side ditch (next 

to the front entrance/sign) has wild flowers that will be left to grow all season long.The main 

lawn wildflowers will be sporadic until we designate an area for planting wildflowers on our 

own. We plan to use the lawns behind the building (north side) to grow our wildflowers. We will 

then mow the front and side lawns including any natural wildflowers. All mowing will be done 

"In House" by faculty. 

 

Our main goal is to allow our lawn to be as natural as possible while keeping it appealing to the 

eye. Yes, we are a bit nuts with our passion for the ecosystem and feel everyone else should be 

as well.  

 

Thank you!! 

 

Any questions or further contact can be directed to: 

 

Stephen Schuett 

Golden Harvest Grounds Manager 

715-370-7848 

holly.goldenharvest@gmail.com 
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                       CITY OF MERRILL 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY ENGINEER 

REPORT TO THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

August 30th, 2023 

Street Dept. Work 
See report from Dustin Bonack 
 
Engineering 
-Chippewa Street and Michler Crest projects are waiting for paving 
 
-State Street project pave end of August. 
 
-Webster Street project complete 
 
-Tenth Street project underway, utilities to be completed by end of August, curb and gutter and 
paving early September. 
 
-Development planning. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Roderick J. Akey, PE 
Public Works Director/ City Engineer 
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From: Liberty, Ron
To: Anderson-Malm, Lori
Subject: BPW Report
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 4:53:34 PM

As of Aug 16;2023 - 132 parcels checked.  Most are mowing after receiving a letter.
Ron Liberty

Sent from my iPad
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